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Worship & The Arts 
Thanksgiving Ecumenical Worship Service 
Tuesday, November 26
Grace Lutheran Church, 
(5010 Six Forks Road) will 
host the annual Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Service at 
7 p.m. Allen Waller of 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church will preach. Hudson 
friends and members are 
invited to attend. The 
community worship service 
will include the following 
churches: The Fountain 
of Raleigh Fellowship, 
Grace Lutheran, Hudson 
Memorial Presbyterian, North 
Haven, Saint Mark’s United 
Methodist, Saint Timothy’s 
Episcopal, and Trinity Baptist.

SIX FORKS 
PASTORS – (from 
left) Rev. LuAnn 
Charlton of St. Marks 
United Methodist, 
Rev. Jeff Roberts 
of Trinity Baptist, 
Rev. Allen Waller 
of St. Timothy’s 
Episcopal, Rev. Jim 
Seymour of North 
Haven Church, and 
Rev. Mac Schafer 
(not pictured) of 
Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian met 
for lunch recently at 
North Hills. 

Chancel Guild
Order Poinsettias and Greens
By Monday, December 16
The Chancel Guild invites 
you to honor or remember 
a special person with a 
donation of $15 toward 
Advent preparations, 

including poinsettias and 
greenery. Names will be 
listed in the December 22nd 
Weekly Window. Return an 
information form (located 
on the flower calendar board 

outside of room #103) with 
your check to the office, or 
place it in the offering plate 
by Monday, December 16th. 
Designate ‘poinsettias’ on 
your check. 
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Worship and   
the Arts
Hanging of the Greens: 
Worship, Lunch and 
Decorating
Sunday, December 1
On the first Sunday of Advent, the morning 
worship service theme is Hanging of the 
Greens. We will reflect on the spiritual 
significance of the poinsettia, advent wreath, 
greenery, the color purple and chrismons.  
Following the Hanging of the Greens worship 
service, a light lunch will be served in 
Westminster Hall. After lunch we will begin 
decorating the church. All ages and skill levels 
are welcome. A nursery will be provided for 
children two and under until 1:30 p.m. Wear 
work clothes to service in preparation for the 
day’s activities. If you are planning to utilize 
the nursery during lunch and decorating please 
contact Lee Corbett at lcorbett@hmpc.org. 
Mark your calendars to be a part of this annual 
day of preparation at Hudson as we prepare our 
hearts and minds for Christ’s coming.

Presbyterian   
Women
Christmas Joy Fellowship 
Volunteers Needed
Presbyterian Women will host the fellowship 
reception following the Christmas Joy Concert 
December 15th. To sign up for a volunteer 
position and/or to contribute a food item, 
e-mail your selected post to Sharon Cole 
(sharoncole@carolina.rr.com) or at Signup 
Genious (https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C044BAFAF2BA6F94-2019)

Missions
Tend My Sheep
Sunday, November 24
Each month we collect one pre-selected item 
to benefit a local group in need. This month we 
are collecting Visa and Master Card gift cards 
($25 each) for Grandfather Children’s Home 
for 36 children this Christmas. You may place 
them on the designated tree in the sanctuary.

Youth
Middle School News 
November 17
Faith and Sexuality Series at White 
Memorial Presbyterian. We will gather at 4:30 
p.m. at Hudson and be back by 7:30 p.m. The 
focus for this evening will be ‘We Are God’s 
Creation’ as we look at our identity as children 
of God and ask, “who am I?” and “how do I 
relate to others?” Please bring $5 for the meal.

High School News 
November 17
High school youth will eat lunch together 
today at A Place at the Table. We will be 
scheming, dreaming, and theming Youth 
Sunday. Join us for this very important 
program. We will gather at the stage in 
Westminster Hall at 11:45 a.m., and be back at 
the church by 2 p.m. Please bring lunch money.
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Deacon Ministry
Calling all Cooks!
Do you like to cook? Or perhaps you like to serve others with your gift of 
hospitality? The Meal Ministry is one of the ways Deacons facilitate care 
for members. When a Hudson family is stricken due to illness, surgery 
recovery, or other reasons, our team provides a warm meal to ease their 
burden. You don’t even have to cook the meal – you can purchase it and simply 
deliver it. By signing up, you will be on an e-mail list for opportunities and can choose the dates 
that fit your schedule. It is a very easy and flexible way to assist the Deacons in serving our 
community.    
   To sign up, or for more information, contact PJ Conger (pjconger@gmail.com, 973-886-5268) 
or Jill Hovis (hovisj@mindspring.com, 919-848-0022).

The Gathering: Forming our Faith
Sunday Morning Learning Opportunities
November 24 

• Westminster Hall: Sarah Ogletree from 
the non profit organization Interfaith 
Power and Light (IPL) will be our 
guest presenter as we discuss the 
theological basis for and church’s role 
in protecting and preserving the world 
that God created. IPL envisions a stable 
climate where humans live in right and 
just relationship, interconnected with 
a healthy, thriving, natural world. IPL 
inspires and mobilizes people of faith and 
conscience to take bold and just action on 
climate change.

• Parlor: Join us for this fascinating study 
of 1st Corinthians using Paul through 
Mediterranean Eyes by Kenneth Bailey 
3 – Worship: Men and Women in the 
Church      Led by Ron Ash.

• John Knox: The book of Romans is 
the bible study for the fall led by Nancy 
Law. This offering is a “deep dive” into 
the book of Romans. We will review the 
context of the apostle Paul’s letter to first 
century Christians, as through study and 
conversation we will seek to discern how 
to interpret it for our 21st century lives.

Online Sermons 
Hudson’s sermons are available online. If you were unable to attend a 
worship service, you can listen to the sermon at https://www.hmpc.org/
sermons. Closed captioning is also available.
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Giving 
Ministry
Love and 
Giving
By Mitch Perry
Some of you may know me 
better as Laura’s husband 
and Cameron’s and Erin’s 
father. We have been 
members here for 26 years. 
Laura and I joined when we 
were engaged and wanted to 
find a place where we could 
worship together. She was 
raised Catholic and I was 
raised Baptist so we decided 
to search for a place where 
we both felt comfortable. 
From the first time we 
visited, it felt like home. 
  Since then we have had 
many wonderful memories 
here – we were married here 
and both Cameron and Erin 
were baptized and confirmed 
here. We have made lifelong 
friends. I remember Pete 
and Jill Priester being in 
our new member class. We 
have shared with them and 
other friends the joys, and 
occasional challenges, of 
parenthood. 
   Our church leaders and 
other parents provided a 
nurturing environment for 
our children to grow in their 
faith – from Sunday school 

to children’s choir to youth 
group to retreats. It is a real 
blessing to see how strong 
they are in their faith as 
young adults and how close 
they remain to so many 
people. 
   And, we have been blessed 
to witness and experience 
firsthand how much of a 
difference our ministries 
make in people’s lives. We 
have been comforted by 
our Deacons during times 
of need. And I am excited 
to see the passion and 
creativity that our mission 
team is bringing to our new 
ministry to make a real 
difference in reducing food 
insecurity in our community.  
  Thinking about our time 
here, I am reminded of 
a wonderful quote from 
Peggy Grady. “You can give 

without loving, but you can’t 
love without giving.” Laura 
and I support a variety of 
causes – including gifts for 
education, cancer research, 
crisis relief, and the arts. 
Our support changes from 
time to time based on what 
is going on in our lives and 
what is important to us at 
that time. Some are added, 
some drop off, some change 
in amount and priority. But 
our love for this church 
and our giving has been 
constant. 
   Twenty-six years ago, I 
doubt we fully understood 
what it meant to make a 
financial commitment to this 
church. But I am so glad that 
we did – we have loved and 
as Mac affirms each week, 
we have been loved beyond 
our wildest imagination.

PERRY FAMILY – (from left) Mitch, Cameron, Erin, and 
Laura.
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Giving Ministry
60th Anniversary Capital Campaign

has received pledges of $807,622.  This was 
planned to be a 3 year campaign, and into year 
2 we have received a total of $624,073 and we 
have spent $344,367.  The generous support 
of the congregation has been helpful to have 
a large portion up front to complete most of 
the major goals in just the first two years.  We 
encourage the congregation to continue their 
generous giving, fulfilling existing pledges, and 
looking for ways to continue to contribute to the 
overall goals of the campaign.
With the current pledge total the HMPC 
Foundation will receive $330,000 in additional 
funding by the end of the three year campaign.  
This will help to continue to secure a financial 
contribution to the annual operating budget for 
the future generations of HMPC.  We continue 
to be blessed with the contributions of time, 
talent, and treasures by the congregation as we 
continue to fulfill the task force report vision to 
help us bring the word of God, through Jesus 
Christ, to our community.

2019 Pledge Campaign 
Update
Last Sunday, November 10th was Commitment 
Sunday, the day members and friends commit 
their time, talent and financial resources to 
Christ through the church. Currently there are 
139 households that have pledged out of 370 
member households for a total of $570,735.96. 
The ministries of the church have requested 
$964,000 for 2020. It is not too late to pledge. 
You can pick up a pledge form on the first floor 
hallway of the church or pledge on the church 
website at www.hmpc,.org. Thank you if you 
already pledged.

2019 has been the second full year of the 
HMPC 60th Anniversary Capital Campaign 
three year journey. Progress against the goals 
approved by Session continues, building on the 
strong accomplishments of 2018.

• Paying off the mortgage of the Langley 
property

• Removing the Langley house and grading 
the land for a new open space

• Creating a more flexible worship space 
in the Sanctuary by removing pews and 
installing new seating as well as providing 
new pew cushions throughout

• Installing ultra violet protection on the 
windows, new carpet, and painting the 
wood trim in the Sanctuary

• New high definition projectors installed in 
the sanctuary

   In 2019 the committee continued on the 
efforts of Sanctuary upgrades and progressing 
the options, design, and budgeting for additional 
Sanctuary access.  Some of the work completed 
in 2019 as been:

• A new, multi-section and flexible 
communion table constructed and in use

• New organ keyboard installed
• Improvements made to the Sanctuary 

sound board station to integrate new 
technology

• Contributed $75,000 to the HMPC 
Foundation

For the remainder of 2019 the committee 
is focused on completing the design and 
submitting for the permits to progress the 
construction of a new ramp into the Sanctuary.  
The design will then be finalized for bidding the 
construction in the new year with the plan to be 
in construction by the Spring. 
In total the 60th Anniversary Capital Campaign 
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Music
The Hymns We Love to Sing - Part 4

We each have our 
own favorite songs 
we’d love to have 

programmed in worship, 
don’t we? Just how many 
different kinds of hymns are 
there? We’ve considered 
hymns from Europe and 
the churches of the white 
community in America, 
but other influences have 
enriched our Christian song 
chest.

Spirituals
The practice of slavery in 
the United States, along with 
Christian worship services 
in the white community, led 
to the creation of original, 
anonymously composed 
sacred songs by African-
American slaves. Many 
of these deeply felt songs 
of religious experience 
were sung as lullabies, and 
some became work songs; 
many have become beloved 
congregational hymns sung 
even in predominately white 
denominations, as well as in 
African-American churches. 
The texts used in ‘spirituals’, 
as they’re called, often have 
a deeper, coded meaning. 
Although there is debate as 
to the extent of this coded 
messaging and the specific 

references in the texts, songs 
that speak of freedom and 
deliverance not only have 
religious meaning, but 
also subtle references to 
escape from slavery. As an 
example, the spiritual Wade 
in the Water may refer to 
the advice to literally wade 
in the waters of streams and 
rivers to escape the scent 
trail needed by dogs to track 
escaped slaves.
   In our hymnal, African-
American spirituals are 
richly represented by 27 
examples. Go, Tell It on 
the Mountain, Were You 
There, Kum ba ya, I’ve Got 
Peace Like a River, and Let 
Us Break Bread Together 
are just a few well known 
spirituals from this richest 
of American hymn song 
traditions.
 
International Influences
Christian song, though, is 
not limited to North America 
and Europe; our hymnal 
contains countless hymns 
from other vibrant Christian 
communities around the 
world. Songs from the 
Caribbean, South America, 
Africa, Asia and other 
areas find their place in our 
‘songbook’.

Sing a NEW Song!
Psalm 96 exhorts us to 
‘Sing to the Lord a new 
song;…’ Probably the most 
exciting source of hymns 
in our hymnal comes from 
the inspiration of authors 
and composers living in our 
own day and age. Countless 
powerful, relevant, timely 
texts have been written 
to accompany traditional 
hymn tunes, and other texts 
have been written with 
inspiring new music. This 
is the ongoing testimony 
of the Christian experience 
expressed in song, just as 
has occurred throughout 
the Christian era. When in 
Our Music God Is Glorified, 
Come! Live in the Light!, Sing 
Glory to the Name of God, 
God of Great and God of 
Small, and God of the Sparrow 
are just a few examples of 
either newly created texts, or 
new texts with new music, 
written by composers of our 
own era.

(Continued on page 5)

The texts used in 
’spirituals’’, as they’re 

called, often have 
a deeper, coded 

meaning.
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Spiritual Growth & Nurture
Seeing the Word
Monday, November 18
Seeing the Word is a scripture study that utilizes images from 
the Saint John’s Illuminated Bible. The group meets on the 
third Monday of the month at noon in the library. For more 
information contact Mac Schafer at mschafer@hmpc.org.

Waking Up With the Word 
Tuesday, November 19
This men’s scripture study will meet at 6:30 a.m. in the Karl 
Hudson Room. Mac frames each study with three simple 
questions. No preparation is needed, just show up, pour a cup of 
coffee and we will share our thoughts on the scripture passage. 
For more information contact Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org. 

Women at the Well Evening Class
Thursday, November 21 
The group will meet informally over dinner at 6 p.m. at La 
Rancherita (7420 Six Forks Road). The group is for members 
and friends to share conversation about topics of interest. This 
month a podcast from On Being with Krista Tippett will be the 
basis of our conversation. The guest is Brene Brown author of 
Strong Back, Soft Front, Wild Heart (air date February 8, 2018 
at onbeing.org). For more information contact Debbie Kirk 
dkirk@hmpc.org or Beth Billman bbillman@nc.rr.com.

Presbyterian Pint 
Thursday, November 21
Presbyterian Pint will meet at 7 p.m. at John Whisler’s house 
(701 Haverhill Court, Raleigh, NC 27609). The men’s group 
will be watching and discussing the second half of the movie 
Mary Magdalene starring Joaquin Phoenix (as Jesus) and 
Rooney Mara (as Mary Magdalene). Join Pastor Mac for 
fellowship and faith in a friendly environment. For more 
information contact Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org.

   So – what’s your favorite 
hymn? Is it an ancient song? 
A sturdy hymn from the early 
Reformation? A traditional, 
standard hymn, likely from 
the British Isles? A Christmas 
carol from Germany? A gospel 
hymn from the 19th or 20th 
century? A contemporary 
praise and worship chorus? 
A moving African-American 
spiritual? A newly composed 
‘traditional’ hymn? A joyful 
song from Africa or the 
Caribbean? Whatever it is, 
you may find it in worship 
next Sunday morning, as we 
try to present a variety of 
hymn types in every Sunday 
morning worship service. 
   And here’s a suggestion: 
hymns are planned months 
in advance of worship, 
as your staff works to 
coordinate the preaching 
themes and scriptures with 
the congregational music 
we sing. But if you have a 
favorite hymn you’d like 
us to sing, please let your 
music director know! We will 
honestly attempt to program 
it at an appropriate time, if it 
fits well within a particular 
worship service. Then come to 
worship! That’s the only way 
you won’t miss it! And please, 
remember to ‘…sing and 
make music in your heart to 
the Lord…’ (Ephesians 5:19b)

Music
(Continued from page 4)



Calendar
Thursday, November 21
Amazing Grays Luncheon/Program (WH)
Women at the Well (LaRancherita)
Presbyterian Pint (John Whisler’s home)

11:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Friday, November 22
No activities scheduled  

Saturday, November 23
No activities scheduled

Sunday, November 24
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confirmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship
Fellowship 
Nursery Wing Closes
MS Youth Hip Hop Happy
HS Youth College Care Packages 
   (GH/WH)

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Sunday, November 17
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confirmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship
HS Youth (lunch A Place at the Table)
Fellowship 
Inquirer’s Class (KH)
Nursery Wing Closes
MS Youth Faith & Sexuality (White 
   Memorial Presbyterian Church)

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
4:30 pm

Monday, November 18
Seeing the Word (Library)
Finance (KH) 
Diaconate (JK)
Al-Anon, Alateen, Alakid (GH)

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Tuesday, November 19
Waking Up With the Word (KH)
ROMEO’s (Bojangles Atlantic Ave.)
Single Way (Winston’s Grill)
Daisy/Brownie Troop 1968 (215)
Boy Scout Troop #376 (GH)

6:30 am
7:45 am
1:00 pm
4:00 pm
7:30 pm

 
Wednesday, November 20
Women at the Well (Parlor)
FIT (Library)
Hudson Handbells (Sanctuary)
Chancel Choir (Sanctuary)

9:15 am
6:00 pm
6:15 pm
7:30 pm

this

Social Media 
Hudson Memorial is on Twitter (Hudson Memorial PC), Instagram 
(hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). Our Twitter and 
Instagram accounts have quotes, poetry, prayer, scripture, and images. 
Follow us and like us!


