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General Assembly
From Lament to Hope

By Debbie Kirk

When I was elected 
as a Commissioner 
to the PCUSA 

General Assembly like 
everyone else who was 
planning to attend, I expected 
a long week filled with  
hundreds of items that require 
consideration and action by 
dozens of committees and 
the gathered body. As with 
any group using a democratic 
process such as ours, 
where all voices are heard 
and discernment happens 

collectively, we knew there 
would be surprises that we 
could not predict ahead of 
time. What no one could 
have imagined was a global 
pandemic that shifted a four-
year commitment and two 
years of intense planning and 
preparation for this meeting 
to a virtual event. By the 
end of March, our national 
staff and the planning team 
in the host city of Baltimore, 
Maryland had begun the 
complex process of taking the 

eight day on site event and 
re-creating it as something 
our church had not done 
before.
   Everything we needed to 
prepare was sent virtually and 
we were expected to bring 
a laptop to use throughout 
the meeting. That quickly 
changed to the necessity 
of using two screens to 
accommodate two virtual 
platforms simultaneously, 
Zoom and PCBiz, which for 

(Continued on page 2)
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most of us meant using two 
devices, in my case a tablet 
and laptop. Our pre-assembly 
training helped us learn to 
use the virtual platforms with 
confidence. Throughout the 
meeting, only the national 
staff was in the same physical 
place, our headquarters in 
Louisville, spread out all 
over the campus. There were 
over 100 staff and volunteers 
who worked “backstage” 
managing all the moving 
parts.
   This year’s assembly was 
reduced from eight days 
of business to four and all 
the committees, except for 
the few deemed necessary 
to handle the most critical 
business, were removed 
from the agenda. Leadership 
wisely decided that eight 
days and nights completely 
virtual was not in the best 
interest of participants or 
the most effective way to 
consider the hundreds of 
items on the agenda. Many 
of the issues we would have 
considered may be addressed 
in existing committees 
and groups and they have 
been referred to the 2022 
assembly to be considered if 

they still require action. The 
amendment originated by 
our Session and endorsed by 
our presbytery to update the 
video resource “Who Are We 
Presbyterians” is 
one of those. There 
were issues that 
participants asked 
to be reconsidered 
this year and 
we used good 
parliamentary 
procedure to 
determine whether 
or not to amend 
the docket.
   With all the 
changes the assembly was 
well done. One of the benefits 
of not having committee 
assignments is that we had 
the opportunity to participate 
in other virtual experiences 
related to the work of our 
denomination. I attended the 
Poor People’s Assembly and 
Moral March on Washington, 
the Youth Rising Baltimore 
Coalition Event, Bible Study 
on the assembly theme 
“From Lament to Hope” and 
a webinar “Why Do Racist 
Symbols Have to Go” hosted 
by Union Seminary. 
   None of us really knew 
what to expect and there were 

things we all acknowledged 
that we missed. Our church 
makes it a priority to be 
together in person because 
we believe in the importance 

of communal 
discernment. 
There is no 
substitute for 
working on issues 
for long hours 
with others, while 
sharing meals 
and getting to 
know one another. 
Similarly, having 
conversation and 
debate in the same 

physical space is important. 
Worshiping together, meeting 
fellow Presbyterians from 
across the country and 
talking with leaders of 
our various agencies and 
ministries, are also valued 
aspects of an assembly that 
are not replicated in the same 
way when we are not in 
person.
   As is true of all of our 
ministry, the assembly was 
grounded in prayer and 
worship and being in a virtual 
world did not diminish those 
foundational pieces. What 
was not changed was the 

faithful work of committed 
Presbyterians and what 
happens when we trust the 
process and the Holy Spirit 
to accomplish what none 
of us could do alone. I am 
proud of our denomination 
as we consider the most 
difficult issues, understanding 
that God is always creating 
something new, often at times 
and in ways we would not 
choose.       
   Just as COVID-19 changed 
the way we were together, 
it invited us to see through 
new eyes how we are called 
to be people of God for the 
twenty first century. Topics 
that were in the forefront 
of the assembly were our 
commitment to dismantle 
structural racism, to eradicate 
systemic poverty and to be 
prepared for the long term 

effects of the pandemic, 
particularly on vulnerable 
populations. 
Throughout 
the assembly, 
the virtual 
prayer room 
was open and 
I appreciated 
being able to 
pray with and 
for others in that 
space.
   Kudos to our 
national staff 
and leadership 
who did a 
superb job in every aspect 
of the assembly: giving us 
all the tools we needed to 
fully participate, providing 
translations in Spanish and 
Korean to those who needed 
it, responding immediately 
to individual technological 
glitches, and dealing with 

Zoom when it abruptly 
kicked off all 800 participants 

in the middle 
of a critical 
debate. 
The Co-
Moderators, 
both the 
outgoing and 
incoming 
teams, are to 
be commended 
for handling 
things with 
compassion, 
grace, skill and 
wisdom.

   For specific information see 
the e-blast sent earlier this 
week and feel free to contact 
me. I look forward to sharing 
more with you in the weeks 
to come.

(Continued on next page )
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From Lament to Hope From Lament to Hope

Just as COVID-19 
changed the way 

we were together, 
it invited us to see 
through new eyes 
how we are called 

to be people of 
God for the twenty 

first century. 

Devotionals
These Days: Daily Devotions for Living by Faith 
Devotionals for July through September are available outside the 
north entrance door. Stop by and pick one up, or contact Patty 
(pshaver@hmpc.org) to have one mailed.

mailto:pshaver%40hmpc.org?subject=These%20Days
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In 2012 Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church 
(HMPC) established 

the Virginia Dolby and 
Herbert Underwood Teacher 
Training Scholarships to 
provide scholarships to a 
deserving high school girl 
and boy who were graduating 
seniors from Rumbek High 
School and who intended 
to pursue a teaching career. 
HMPC members steadfastly 
supported these scholarships 
over the years and as a result 
several students attended the 
Yei Teacher Training College 
(YTTC). These teachers then 
returned to the Maleng-Agok 
Primary School (MAPS) and 
gave one year of service to 
the school for every year of 
studies at YTTC. 
   God’s plan for this mission 
touched more people in South 
Sudan than we will ever 
know. The gift of education 
spread from the teachers 
who received scholarships 
to the children at MAPS and 

Education & Relief for Sudan
beyond. 
   In July of 2016 YTTC 
temporarily closed due 
to unrest in the region. In 
early 2020 there were plans 
in place to determine the 
possibility of reopening and 
continuing to train teachers. 
With the COVID-19 virus 
pandemic spreading across 
the globe, it is unknown 
when the college will be able 
to reopen.
   The Mission Committee, 
with the approval of Session, 
has distributed all the 
remaining funds to other 
educational and relief-based 
missions in South Sudan 
through PCUSA. A portion 
of the funds will be directed 
to Leisa Wagstaff, PCUSA 
Mission Co-worker in South 
Sudan who visited HMPC 
on her previous trip to the 
USA. Leisa has devoted 
nearly 30 years to the role 
of mission co-worker and is 
now working in South Sudan, 
her fifth African country. She 

helps the Presbyterian Church 
of South Sudan (PCOSS) 
strengthen its educational 
ministry by accompanying 
Sudanese Presbyterians 
in strategic planning, 
developing in-service 
teacher training programs, 
and nurturing community 
participation in education. 
The balance of the funds 
will be directed to The 
Presbyterian Relief and 
Development Agency 
(PRDA) of the Presbyterian 
Church of South Sudan which 
serves the people of South 
Sudan to bring opportunities 
for development help in 
farming and other self-
help enterprises, as well as 
midwifery training. 
   Praise God for the gift of 
education to the children at 
the Maleng-Agok Primary 
School and the training 
of teachers at Yei Teacher 
Training College. May the 
seeds of hope spread across 
the nation!

Mission

The Presbyterian Relief and Development Agency (PRDA) of the Presbyterian Church of South 
Sudan serves the people of South Sudan to bring opportunities for development help in farming 
and other self-help enterprises, as well as midwifery training. It also provides short term relief 
responses. The country has had a long-running food security crisis because of ongoing crisis.

Giving
Your financial support is vital to the church. Here are ways you can give:

• Checks can be mailed to: Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church, 4921 Six 
Forks Road, Raleigh, NC 27609

• Online at hmpc.org via credit card 
• Bill-pay through your bank
• Recurring Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) from your checking account. 

Contact Pat at pcash@hmpc.org to set this up.

Youth Group News
Youth

Rising Fifth Grade Youth  and Parent 
E-mail Info Needed – The Explorers 5-6-7 
Sunday School Class (for grades 5-7) and the 
middle school youth group (grades 5-8) are 
extremely excited about the rising fifth grade 
youth that will be moving into the church’s 
youth program this fall. If you would like 
to be added to the mailing list, e-mail Frank 
Boyd. The information that is needed is:

• the youth’s name, school, and e-mail 
address, 

• and parent’s name, telephone number, 
address, and e-mail address.

Montreat@HMPC is July 20, 22, and 24 in 
the sanctuary. Registration flyers have been 
distributed to all rising ninth – graduated 12th 
graders. Those who have registered should 
watch for updates and details. If you have 
questions, feel free to contact Frank Boyd, 
Director of Youth Ministries. 
  

Youth Committee Members Needed Next 
Year – If interested in serving on the Youth 
Committee, contact Committee Chair, Monica 
Maxwell or Director of Youth Ministries 
Frank Boyd (919-787-1086 (ext.23)). Adults 
and youth are needed to serve.     
   
Upcoming Youth Trips/Events/Retreats 
Flyers for many of these events will be 
coming soon to the church website and the 
wall pockets near Frank Boyd’s office at the 
church. Mark your calendar and watch for 
details and COVID-19 updates.  

• Middle School Retreat at Camp Kanata, 
October 2-4 

• Virginia Creeper High School Mountain 
Bike and Camping Adventure, Oct. 24-25 

• Ski Trip to Wintergreen, January 18, 2021 
(MLK Monday)

• High School Retreat at Camp Don Lee, 
March 12-14, 2021

https://www.hmpc.org
mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:hmpcyouthgroup%40gmail.com?subject=Parent%20Info
mailto:hmpcyouthgroup%40gmail.com?subject=Parent%20Info
mailto:fboyd%40hmpc.org?subject=Montreat
mailto:MonicaMaxwell_career%40yahoo.com?subject=youth%20committee
mailto:MonicaMaxwell_career%40yahoo.com?subject=youth%20committee
mailto:%20hmpcyouthgroup%40gmail.com?subject=youth%20committee
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   Don Slater will facilitate 
part five of a series 
of six weekly 
virtual classes on 
Wednesday at 7 
p.m. The class will 
explore these ideas 
using a DVD series 
connected to the 
book Surprised By 
Hope Rethinking 

Heaven, Resurrection, and 
the Mission of the Church by 
N. T. Wright, biblical scholar 

Wednesday, July 8
What does the 
Christian church 
have to offer the 
world in this time 
of uncertainty, 
confusion, and 
fear? Can we only 
offer hope for a 
better life in the 
world to come? Or 
is “Christian future hope … 
deeply intertwined with how 
we live today?”

and Bishop of Durham, 
England. Each session will 
consist of watching a DVD 
presentation by Wright and a 
group discussion of the ideas 
presented. Purchasing the 
book might be useful but is 
not required.
   Contact Don Slater at 
djslater107@mac.com for 
more information and to 
express your interest, so that 
you may be invited to the 
virtual sessions.

Surprised By Hope

Women at   
the Well  
Wednesday, July 8 & 15
Women at the Well continues 
it’s weekly group meetings at 
9:15 a.m. Fierce, Free and Full 
of Fire by Jen Hatmaker is our 
book selection and can be found 
on Amazon and other retail 
outlets. The author will be next 
year’s keynote speaker at the Montreat 
Women’s Conference. Current participants 

Waking Up   
With the Word 
Tuesday, July 7
This men’s bible study 
will meet on Zoom 
every Tuesday at 6:30 
a.m. while we are 
sheltering in place due to 
COVID-19. The group 
centers on the scripture 
that will be preached on 
the following Sunday. If 
you have not received an invitation to the group 
and would like to, contact Mac Schafer.

Faith Formation Faith Formation

Brown Bag Lunch
Monday, July 6
On Monday at 12 noon, 
the Brown Bag Lunch 
group will continue to 
study Always with Us? 
What Jesus Really Said 
About the Poor by Liz 
Theoharis. This is one of 
two books the moderators 
of the 222nd Presbyterian 
Church General Assembly recommended 
congregations read. It is especially fitting 
as the congregation tries to address food 
insecurity on a deeper level. Let Mac know 
if you would like a Zoom invitation to the 
group (mschafer@hmpc.org).

will receive the assignments and Zoom links 
and we welcome others to join us! For more 
information contact Debbie Kirk (dkirk@

hmpc.org). 

Thursday, July 9 & 23
The monthly Women at the Well 
group meets at 6 p.m. and will 
continue every other Thursday 
evening. Current participants will 
receive the podcast selection and 
Zoom link and we welcome others to 
join us! 
   Contact Debbie Kirk (dkirk@

hmpc.org to be added to the participant list.

Montreat Conference Postponed
Women

August 13-15, 2021
Everyone who has registered for the Montreat 
Women’s Connection Conference should have 
received an e-mail informing you it has been 
postponed until August 13-15, 2021. All of 
this years leadership will be the same next 
year and registration and housing reservations 
are being rolled over for those that would 
like to hold their place. When registration 

opens again in February all reservations in 
the system will be secure. You may also 
receive a full refund at any point. We look 
forward to hearing from the Keynoter Jen 
Hatmaker next August so watch your e-mail 
for more information. If you have not heard 
from Montreat, or have any questions, contact 
Debbie Kirk dkirk@hmpc.org. 

Groups & Classes 
Although we are social distancing due to COVID-19 many groups and classes 
are meeting online! Contact a group leader for an invitation. 

mailto:djslater107%40mac.com?subject=Surprised%20By%20Hope
mailto:%20mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=Waking%20Up%20With%20the%20Word
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=Brown%20Bag%20Lunch
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=Women%20at%20the%20Well
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=Women%20at%20the%20Well
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=Women%20at%20the%20Well
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=Women%20at%20the%20Well
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=Montreat%20Conference
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Zoom 
Meetings
Below is a list of upcoming 
Zoom meetings. If you are 
part of a committee or group, 
you should have received an 
e-mail invitation. If you have 
not received an invitation 
contact your group leader.

Monday, July 6
• 12:00 p.m. – Brown Bag 

Lunch

Tuesday, July 7
• 6:30 a.m. – Waking Up 

With the Word
• 9:30 a.m. – Staff 

Meeting

Wednesday, July 8
• 9:00 a.m. – Women at 

the Well
• 7:00 p.m. – Surprised By 

Hope

Thursday, July 9
• 6:00 p.m.  – Women at 

the Well

Calendar

Elders and Deacons  
do Dress Rehearsal

Worship

Pictured above is a dress rehearsal outdoor “in-person” 
worship service. Elders and Deacons came together for 
encouragement in their leadership and to see what outdoor 
worship might look like for the whole congregation. It was 
a beautiful night and it went smoothly. Session will evaluate 
when and if this will be done for the whole congregation.

Thank You for Your 
Service!
2019-2020
As we conclude the 2019-2020 church year we want to thank 
those who have completed their terms on various ministry 
teams. This list is proof that it takes everyone’s gifts to propel 
the ministry of Christ forward. We give thanks to God for the 
ministry of the following people:

Session
• Mike Law
• Scott Billman

Deacons
• Doug Goodale
• Jill Hovis
• Yvonne Peterson
• Dan Vig

Evangelism & Outreach 
Team

• Tony Bedini
• Tripp Bradshaw
• Jonathan Hughes

Foundation
• Dottie Burch

Giving Team
• Debbie Bumgarner

Memorial Garden 
Committee

• Bill Bigger

Mission Committee
• Marsha Flueckinger
• John James

Nominating Committee
• Ruth Herpich
• Gretchen McDuffie
• Carolyn Scott

Preschool Board
• Morgan Jackson
• Allen Taylor

Property Committee
• Joe Forehand
• Carl Rohs
• Kirk Stull

Youth Committee
• Libby Hnat
• Mia Komono
• Maria Plentl

Leadership

Birthday 
Gifts
June
Realizing that each year 
of life is a gift from God, 
the Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church 
Foundation created the 
Birthday Offering program 
to allow church members to 
express their gratitude to God 
through a gift to the church. 
These gifts help secure the 
future vitality of the church’s 
ministries. Last month 
Foundation Birthday Gifts 
were given by the following:

• Bill Flueckinger
• Steve Parker
• Marsha Hendrixson
• Ron Van Vactor
• Billie Isenberg
• Karen Gaither

Foundation

Participate in 
Worship Online
Worship with 
us at hmpc.
org/worship-
services. 
Closed 
captioning is available. 

Online Community 
Stay in community with us. We can be found online at:

• facebook (HudsonMPC)
• Twitter (Hudson Memorial PC)
• Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc) 

Our Twitter and Instagram accounts have 
quotes, poetry, prayer, scripture, and images. 

Follow us and like us!

http://www.hmpc.org/worship-services
http://www.hmpc.org/worship-services
http://www.hmpc.org/worship-services
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Accessing Staff & Deacon on Call
During the time that the office is closed due to COVID-19, please be assured that you can still 
get in touch with all staff and the Deacons’ Prayer Line. Below is a list of staff and their e-mail 
addresses. Staff is monitoring e-mails and voice mails multiple times a day, and the Deacon on 
Call is accessing voice mails left on the Deacon Prayer Line at least twice a day. We will continue 
to stay in touch, even though it is not face-to-face at this time. The Deacon on Call this month is 
Hope Parangi. 

Social Media
You may also follow Hudson on social media. Hudson Memorial is on Twitter (Hudson Memorial 
PC), Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). The staff will post regularly.

Staff Directory
Mac Schafer – mschafer@hmpc.org
Pastor & Head of Staff  

Debbie Kirk – dkirk@hmpc.org
Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture

Aleta Ash – aash@hmpc.org
Minister of Visitation

Philip Hayden – phayden@hmpc.org
Music Director & Composer

Frank Boyd – fboyd@hmpc.org
Director of Youth Ministries

Rachael McConnell– rmcconnell@hmpc.org
Director of Children & Family Ministries

Gina Hayek – ghayek@hmpc.org
Children’s Music Director

Carol Yeargin – yeargin@bellsouth.net
Organist

Pat Cash – pcash@hmpc.org  
Business Administrator

Susan Gressel – sgressel@hmpc.org
Bookkeeper

Patty Shaver – pshaver@hmpc.org  
Administrative Assistant

Dorothy Roche – droche@hmpc.org
Preschool Director

Joyce Hawkins – jhawkins@hmpc.org
Assistant Preschool Director

Hope Parangi – hparangi@yahoo.com  
Church Hostess    

Operations

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:aash%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:phayden%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:fboyd%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:rmcconnell%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:ghayek%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:yeargin%40bellsouth.net?subject=
mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:sgressel%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:pshaver%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:droche%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:jhawkins%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:hparangi%40yahoo.com?subject=

