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We are concluding 
Lent, the season 
of the church year 
that intentionally 
challenges us to turn 
ourselves toward the 
truth of our humanity 

with all its brokenness. This 
time last year we were in 
the early days of a global 
pandemic and all these 
months later we are not who 
we were and not who we 
will be. As we enter Holy 
Week I am struggling to hold space for the 
unfathomable  number of lives lost to the virus, 
personal losses, and the so called “ambiguous 
losses”  without an end or resolution which 
not only is a world Covid 19 thrust us in to.  
The coming of spring is evidence that new 
life emerges from all that appeared dead just a 
few weeks ago and so too is new life emerging 
from the long months of suffering the virus has 
caused and exacerbated.
I am weary from “improvising” and “pivoting” 
as I try to stay on top of the latest news, 
directives and executive orders while adjusting 
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my behavior accordingly. 
My emotions are all over 
the place as the landscape 
constantly shifts: one 
day I am confident I’ve 
got this and the next I’m 
overly anxious about the 

smallest 
thing. The writer Anne 
Lamott’s wise counsel “left 
foot, right foot, breathe” has 
been a great reminder that 
there are days we simply do 
the next  thing and that is 
sufficient.
I have found the Serenity 

Prayer particularly helpful throughout the 
year. God grant me the serenity to accept 
the things I cannot change, the courage to 
change the things I can and the wisdom to 
know the difference.  We are forever changed 
as we continue to live with the virus and its 
many effects on our personal and communal 
lives. To discern how we move forward it 
is important that we name those things we 
have lost even when they are hard to accept. I 
grieve for the time lost with the youngest and 
oldest members of my family. Connecting with 
technology does not take the place of holding 

Left Foot, Right Foot, Breathe

Throughout Lent the HMPC 
staff will be doing a weekly 
series on what our theme - 
Naming Our Loss, Claiming 
Our Faith - means to each of 
them.
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Lenten Theme - What It Means to Me

For many years we had a congregational 
pancake breakfast on Easter morning and we 
look forward to the time we are able to do 
that again. As we celebrate Easter this year 
we are mindful of those who COVID 19 has 
affected, especially individuals and families 
who are food insecure. The Hunger Action 
Team invites those who are attending outdoor 
worship on Easter to bring non perishable 
breakfast items to stock the North Raleigh 
Ministry food pantry:  cereal,  breakfast bars,  
oatmeal, pancake mix, fruit that is canned or 
in individual cups, shelf stable or powdered 

Easter and Hunger Action
milk, syrup, instant coffee, boxed tea bags 
and English muffins. All should be in date and 
unopened.

the babies and hugging my Mom. And while I 
am grateful that I am doing so much ministry 
virtually it is not the same as being together 
in person, at worship, in classes or meetings, 
or visiting in homes. I grieve for friends and 
church members who died and for the loss of 
the gathered community to remember them. 
I grieve for what has been lost to us as a human 
community when the global pandemic that 
sent us into a public health crisis became an 
occasion for some people to argue about the 
best practices necessary to keep everyone 
safe. As if that is not enough, fractures that 
were already here have exposed some of the 
worst of humanity. The Capitol insurrection 
is a shocking display of violence that is 
still difficult to comprehend.  We have lost 
something when individuals and groups are 
dehumanized and people are killed because of 
the color of their skin or their ethnicity. 
One of the scriptures that I am leaning on as 
we make the turn into Holy Week is Matthew 
11:28-30: Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 

my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.
Kate Bowler of Duke Divinity School has been 
a source of encouragement this year with her 
authentic expressions of faith in the midst the 
pandemic that finds us grieving for so much 
loss. As I prepare for Holy Week, knowing 
that the liturgy will take us through the dark 
days of grief before celebrating in the dawn 
of Easter her words bring me solace: “May 
our grief remind us of our capacity to love, 
may our courage be contagious, may we find 
tiny pockets of joy and may we continue to be 
people of hard won hope who know who to 
live amidst uncertainty, inside the limits of our 
bodies and minds and choose to build beautiful 
lives here still. We are the people that know 
that beauty and love and truth can grow out of 
the cold hard ground. And sometimes that can 
feel like just enough to cling to, just enough to 
carry us through.”  May it be so.
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Worship & The Arts

Palm Sunday 
Ramp Walk-Thru
Following outdoor, in-person worship on 
Palm Sunday, March 28th, the congregation is 
invited to walk through 
the sanctuary and down 
the new accessibility 
ramp in a socially 
distance "Parade of 
Palms.”  This will be 
a chance for members, 
friends and supporters 
of the 60th Anniversary 
Capital Campaign to 
celebrate this beautiful 
and practical addition.  Pastors Mac & Debbie 
will be present to add a liturgical touch to this 
celebration of thanksgiving.  We hope many of 
you will wave your Palms down the ramp on 
Palm Sunday!

Music Director 
Search Update
Over the past six weeks the Personnel 
Committee has worked vigorously to prepare 
for the search for a new Director of Music 
Ministry.  John James & Bruce Cox are on the 
church Personnel Committee and are co-chairs 
of the Music Director Search Committee.  Also 
on the committee are:  Emily Brown, Sean 
Cole, Lynne Dawkins, Kate Fertin and Judie 
Greenawalt.  For weeks, the committee has 
gathered information, feedback and data to 
help them with their search.  Most recently 
they have been preparing to post the job 
opening with relevant organizations.  Please 
pray for the Music Director Search Committee 
and for the person who is called to lead our 
Music Ministry into the future.

These Days
April - June 
Issues Are Here!
The April - June issue of These 
Days has arrived. Hudson member Nancy Law 
Rogers wrote the poem, God is Watching Over 

Me, that opens the devotional. 
Copies are available at the 
north entrance in a weather 
protected bin.
Please contact Pat Cash, 919-
787-1086, if you would like 
one mailed to you. 

Adult Faith Formation

Baptism

Debbie Kirk baptized Laura & Neal 
McHenry’s youngest son at outdoor 

worship on Sunday, March 21st

mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
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Youth Group News 
Youth Programs 
• The Explorers 5-6-7 Sunday School Class 

will not meet this coming Sunday, March 
28 (Spring Break) or April 4 (Easter).   
The class will resume meeting after the 
Spring Break Holiday.  Special thanks to 
all of our wonderful teachers. 

• The Middle School Youth Group did a 
fabulous mission/service project last week 
by assembling dozens of Dental Hygiene 
Kits for Alliance Medical Ministry on 
New Bern Avenue here in Raleigh.  Well 
done.   Have a wonderful Spring Break 
and watch for our next gathering.   See 
below for some of our upcoming events.  

• Mission Trip Dates – June 15-17, 2021 
- All 8th-12th graders please mark your 
calendar and plan to join us if possible.  
Registration flyers were attached to last 
week’s email and can also be found on 
the church website under Youth Forms.  
The registration deadline for the mission 
Trip is April 14.   For safety purposes, 
this year’s Mission Trip will be local, as 
we will be working with Raleigh Youth 
Mission, learning more about the City 
of Oaks, and doing service learning at 
various non-profit agencies.   

Youth Ministry
Looking Ahead 
• April 11 - The High School Youth Group 

will be assembling College Care Packages 
for the HMPC college students to sustain 
them through their final exams.   If you 
have a college student in your family, 
be sure and send Frank Boyd their name 
and package addresses (must be a street 
address).   Frank’s email address is 
hmpcyouthgroup@gmail.com  

• April 25 is Outdoor Movie Night for the 
Youth Groups – watch for details.

• May 2 – The HMPC Youth are planning 
to package meals at the Rise Against 
Hunger Warehouse in the late afternoon.  
Please mark your calendar.   

• Graduation Sunday is May 16th - All 
graduating seniors are encouraged to send 
in your picture and the answer to the bio-
questions that were recently mailed and 
emailed. 

• Massanetta Middle School Conference is 
June 22-25, 2021.  

• Montreat 2021 (July 18-24) – Now is the 
time to sign up for current 8th -12th grade 
youth.  Flyers can be found on the church 
website and have bee emailed.   This will 
likely fill up fast, so the sooner you sign 
the more likely it is that you will get to 
go.   If you have questions, please contact 
Frank Boyd at the church office.   

College Graduations – If you are or 
have a member of your family graduating 
from college this spring, please send this 
information to Pat Cash at pcash@hmpc.
org. It is helpful for us to know the name, 
the degree, the institution, honors, and 
anything else you think might be helpful.   

mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
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Easter Eggs Needed! 
We're planning another safe version of a beloved annual tradition! And we need your help! 
Children's and Family Ministries are collecting pre-stuffed eggs. 
Find your stashes of plastic Easter eggs and stuff them full of your 
favorite nut-free candies or treats (stickers/tattoos). There will be 
collection baskets at in-person outdoor worship. If you wish to drop 
them off at the church at another time, please call the church to be 
sure someone will be there. Mark your calendars for April 3rd 9:30 
am-12:30 pm and sign up here, as reservations are required.

Children’s Ministry

Help make this year's Easter Egg Hunt a 
success! Due to our socially distant nature, we 
have different needs for volunteers. 

If you are volunteering for hiding, please show 
up at 9:00 am and plan to hangout at your 
station. Bring a lawn chair and a water bottle to 
get comfortable. 

Hunt monitors are also invited to bring lawn 
chairs to sit between hunts. 

There will be a bonus hunting round for any 
hiding volunteers under the age of 18 after all 
the festivities have wrapped up! Sign up here!

Volunteers Needed! 

Adult Faith Formation

Waking Up with the 
Word 
March 30 - 6:30 am 
Waking Up with the Word will 
meet at 6:30 am via Zoom. 
The group studies the scripture 
text that will be preached on the following 
Sunday. No previous Bible study experience is 
needed. The group centers their study around 
three questions - 1.What is a word or phrase 
that stands out to you in the text? 2. Allow that 
word or phrase to prompt a memory from your 
life, a thought on the passage or a metaphor. 
3. What is Christ calling you to through the 
scripture text? Contact Mac Schafer for more 
information.
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4dacab22a3fdc52-easter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4dacab22a3fdc52-easter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DACAB22A3FDC52-easter1 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DACAB22A3FDC52-easter1 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DACAB22A3FDC52-easter1 
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
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April Birthdays

Prayers for 
Households
During this time when we are 
physically apart, we can all 
benefit from the prayers of 
others. Starting at the beginning 
of our church directory, the 
Deacons are praying for 7 
member households each week, with the 
goal of praying for each and every member 
of our congregation. These households are 
listed below so the congregation can have 
the opportunity to join in praying for them as 
well. In addition, each household will receive 
a positive note of encouragement from the 
Deacons in the mail.  As always, if you have a 

Deacon Ministry
specific request for prayer at any time, you can 
submit a prayer request from the website or 

you may call 919-787-1086 and 
press 2 for the Deacon’s Prayer 
Line. Deacon on Call for March 
is Lynne Dawkins, Wilson 
Cheeley is the DOC for April.
Prayer Households for this 
week. Please keep these 
families in your prayers:

• Lydia Leggett
• Joan Lester
• Elizabeth Lewis
• Ellen Lightsey
• Virginia Lilyquist
• Ginger & Joe Lindsey
• Jack Llewellyn

2 - Kate Dickerson, Pam Glaub, Gail Brenner
3 - Scott Brewer, Connie Atkinson
4 - Rowan Capps
5 - Ella James Bever, Zack Nduka, Davis 

Keen, Ann Roberson, Eric Fertin, Devohn 
Rhame

6 - Martie Surasky
7 - Ric Clemens, Bruce Morgen
8 - Joannes van Die, Alexander Magee, Joan 

Harrod
9 - Alan Frelich
10 - Anna Dewar, Hannah Schafer, Gary 

Alexander, Ken Ross
11 - Louis Fritsch
12 - Russel Allen, Linda Mathis
13 - Andrew Roberson, Sarah Duncan, Cary 

Krueger
14 - Curt Plyer
16 - Alison Page, Lynda Kennedy
17 - Smith Ledwith, Carson Rogers, Piper 

Philips, Nadine Parangi, Anne Mushow

18 - Paulette Morrison
19 - Justin Long, Glenn Schindo, Belinda 

Keever
20 - Liam Playford, Matthew Williams
22 - John Whisler
23 - Adeline Cesareo, Abbie Schindo, Debbie 

Lamberson
24 - Trevor Boone, Riley Allen, Georgia 

Towns
25 - Cooper Plentl, Alex Matthews, George 

Conger
26 - Quinten Roberson, Drew McDuffie, Maria 

Ya, John Oldenburg
27 - Erin Bartow, Roger Morris, Garrett 

Dawkins, Carole Larsen
28 - Emily Dawkins
29 - Katherine Schneider, Barry Cobb
29 - Sean Cole
30 - Brian Bentlage, McLean Bradshaw, Mike 

Coffey
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Session

Calendar 

All meetings by Zoom unless otherwise noted.

Sunday, March 28 - Palm Sunday
• Online Worship - Anytime
• 9:30 am - Explorer’s 5-6-7 Sunday School
• 10:30 am - Outdoor Worship
• 10:30 am - Joyful Noise - Labyrinth Area
• Following Outdoor Worship - Ramp 

Walk-Thru
Tuesday, March 30

• 6:30 am - Waking Up With the Word 
• 9:30 am - Staff Meeting
• 6:30 pm - Music Director Search 

Committee
Wednesday, March 31

• 9:30 am - Women at the Well
Thursday, April 1

• Anytime - Maundy Thursday Recorded 
Service

Friday, April 2
• 12 Noon - Good Friday Service

Saturday, April 3
• 9:30 am - 12:30 pm - Easter Egg Hunt

Mac Schafer – Pastor & Head of Staff - mschafer@hmpc.org
Debbie Kirk – Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture - dkirk@hmpc.org
Aleta Ash, Minister of Visitation – aash@hmpc.org
Philip Hayden, Music Director & Composer– phayden@hmpc.org
Frank Boyd, Director of Youth Ministries – fboyd@hmpc.org
Rachael McConnell, Director of Children & Family Ministries – rmcconnell@hmpc.org
Gina Hayek, Director of Joyful Noise – ghayek@hmpc.org
Carol Yeargin, Organist – yeargin@bellsouth.net
Pat Cash, Business Administrator – pcash@hmpc.org  
Dorothy Roche, Preschool Director – droche@hmpc.org
Joyce Hawkins, Assistant Preschool Director – jhawkins@hmpc.org
Hope Parangi, Church Hostess  – hparangi@yahoo.com

Staff Directory

Sunday, April 4 - Easter Sunday
• Online Worship - Anytime
• 6:57 am - Sunrise Easter Service - 

Langley Chapel Property
• 9:00 am - Easter Worship & Communion 

- West Lawn
• 10:30 am - Easter Worship & Communion 

- West Lawn

Sanctuary Sunday Worship to Begin 
April 18th
On Monday, March 22nd the Session voted 
to begin indoor, in-person sanctuary worship 
on Sunday, April 18th with a capacity of 90 
people not including worship leaders, ushers 
and greeters.  Initially we will alternate indoor 
worship with outdoor worship understanding 
that not everyone will be comfortable with 
indoor worship at this time and the weather 
is still nice to do outdoor worship. Sanctuary 
worship will require social distancing and 
masks along with other pandemic protocols to 
care for the community.

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
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