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Christmas Joy Celebration Tonight

numerous vocal/dramatic productions in the 
Triangle area, and is currently music director for 
the North Carolina Arts Council.
   Come and be blessed with Hudson’s fine 
music ensembles and soloists, and special guest 
artist Carly Prentis Jones. A reception, hosted by 
Presbyterian Women, will follow the celebration 
in Westminster Hall.

6 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Get in the Christmas mood with Hudson’s 
wonderful music ensembles and talented 
church members.

   Our special guest this year is Carly Prentis 
Jones, who has blessed us in song so many 
times at Hudson over the past several years.  
Carly, a graduate in voice performance from 
Miami University, has been featured in 

Holiday Event
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and conversation about 
the intersection of life and 
faith. Our primary resource 
for the winter semester is 
Fire by Night: Finding God 
in the Pages of the Old 
Testament by Melissa Florer-
Bixler, pastor of the Raleigh 
Mennonite Church. She 
skillfully weaves pieces of 
rich biblical narrative with 
contemporary stories as she 
invites us to discover how 
God is working in our lives 
in ways we do not always 
recognize. Register for the 
class by December 31st on 
the adult education board in 
the main hallway or online 
(hmpc.org/women-at-the-
well) and note if you would 
like us to purchase a book for 
you (cost is $12). For more 
information contact Debbie 
Kirk dkirk@hmpc.org.

Monthly Group Begins 
Thursday, January 23
The group will meet 
February 27th, March 19th, 
April 23rd, and May 28th at 
6 p.m. at a local restaurant. 
Women of all ages and stages 
share conversation about the 
intersection of faith and life 
using podcasts that inform us 
on a variety of current issues 
and topics. Watch for details 
to come in January. For more 
information contact Debbie 
Kirk dkirk@hmpc.org.

Brown Bag 
Lunch
Beginning January 6
Two new 
things 
will be 
happening 
at Brown 
Bag 
Lunch. 
We will be 
meeting 
at a new 
time: 11 a.m. and from 
January to March we will 
be reading and discussing a 
book: Waking Up White & 
Finding Myself in the Story of 
Race by Debby Irving. If you 
would like to join in let Pastor 
Mac know you would like to 
order the book by Monday, 
December 23rd. Cost is $20. 
For more information contact 
Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org.

Women at the 
Well Groups
Weekly Group Begins 
Wednesday, January 15
The group will meet from 
9:15-10:30 a.m. in the Parlor.
Women of all ages and 
stages, long time members 
and newcomers, meet 
together each week for 
a time of prayer, support 

Spiritual Growth & Nurture
Seeing the 
Word
Monday, December 16
Seeing the Word is a 
scripture study that utilizes 
images from the Saint John’s 
Illuminated Bible. The group 
will meet at noon in the 
library. For more information 
contact Mac Schafer at 
mschafer@hmpc.org.

Waking Up 
With the Word 
Tuesday, December 17
This men’s scripture study 
will meet at 6:30 a.m. in 
the Karl Hudson Room. 
Mac frames the study with 
three simple questions. No 
preparation is needed. For 
more information contact 
Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org. 

Presbyterian 
Pint 
Thursday, December 19
Presbyterian Pint will meet at 
7 p.m. in the Jimmy room of 
Amedeo’s. Men of the church 
are welcome to join Pastor 
Mac for fellowship and faith 
in a friendly environment. 
For more information contact 
Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org.

Holiday Events
Advent 
Devotionals 
Available Now
The Advent Devotional 
produced by Presbyterians 
Today is available to everyone 
this Advent season. Straw 
for the Manger includes 
scripture, reflection, and 
questions for your faith 
journey, and a prayer. 
Devotionals are located at the 
entrances to the sanctuary and 
in the hallway outside of the 
Karl Hudson room (#100).

Christmas 
Ornaments 
Available
Hudson three 
dimensional 
brass ornaments 
are available. 
These miniature 
replicas of the 
HMPC sanctuary 
make beautiful Christmas 
tree ornaments and gifts. 
Ornaments are available all 
week through the church 
office at a cost of $15. Shawn 
Jackson and Sharon Cole 
will also have the ornaments 
available for sale at Sunday 
services through December 
15th.

Christmas Eve Services
December 24 
This year we are offering 
three Christmas Eve services 
for members, friends and 
neighbors to worship. 
Below is a description of the 
services:
• 3 p.m.  – This service is 

for those who may have 
plans in the evening or 
do not like to drive at 
night. The service will 
feature Christmas carols 
and communion.

• 5 p.m. – This service 
has a children’s 
message, the chancel 
choir will participate in 
this service, the nursery 
is open and it will 
conclude, as in the past, 
with candle light.

Order Poinsettias and Greens

• 9 p.m. – This service 
will feature a string 
quartet, the chancel 
choir,  communion and 
conclude in candle light.

Monday, December 16
The Chancel Guild 
invites you to honor 
or remember a 
special person 
with a donation 
of $15 toward 
Advent 
preparations, 
including 
poinsettias and 
greenery. Names will 
be listed in the December 

22nd Weekly Window. Return 
an information form 

(located on the 
flower calendar 
board outside 

of room #103) 
with your check 
to the office 
by Monday, 

December 
16th. Designate 

‘poinsettias’ on your 
check. 

http:// hmpc.org/women-at-the-well
http:// hmpc.org/women-at-the-well
mailto:dkirk@hmpc.org
mailto:dkirk@hmpc.org
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
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Children’s Pageant The Gathering: Forming our Faith
Sunday Morning Learning Opportunities
All classes meet Sunday morning at 9:30. A thorough description of classes 
can be found on the website’s (www.hmpc.org) home page under “News 
and Events” and on the Gathering bulletin board in the main hallway.
      
December 22

• Westminster Hall: Today’s Sermon 
Text and Theme facilitated by Barry 
Cobb, John James and Gil Graybill. If 
you are interested in learning more about 
today’s theme, join us for this engaging 
and informative conversation.

• Room 200: Using media, music, and 
devotional readings we will reflect on 
the meaning of Advent in our lives as 
individuals and community. Facilitated 
by Debbie Kirk.

• John Knox: The book of Romans is 
the bible study for the fall led by Nancy 
Law. This offering is a “deep dive” into 
the book of Romans. We will review the 
context of the apostle Paul’s letter to first 
century Christians, as through study and 
conversation we will seek to discern how 
to interpret it for our 21st century lives.

December 29 
Holiday Weekend - No classes

Giving
2020 Pledge 
Campaign 
Update
November 10th was 
Commitment Sunday, the day 
members and friends commit 
their time, talent and financial 
resources to Christ through 
the church. Currently there 
are 185 households that have 
pledged out of 370 member 
households for a total of 
$695,611.96. The ministries 
of the church have requested 
$964,000 for 2020. It is not 
too late to pledge. Pledge 
forms are located on the first 

floor hallway of the church 
or you can pledge on the 
church website at www.hmpc.
org. Thank you if you already 
pledged.

End of Year 
Gifts
If you wish to make a 
contribution to complete 
your annual pledge or make 
a designated gift payment 
for the 2019 financial 
year, deliver your payment 
to HMPC by Tuesday, 
December 31st or mail it with 
a postmark date no later than 

December 31st so it can be 
posted this year. If you have 
any questions, contact Pat 
Cash, Church Administrator 
at pcash@hmpc.org or 787-
1086.

Year-End 
Statements
Those who have donated to 
the church during the year 
should not file their 2019 
Federal tax return until you 
have received your year-end 
contribution statement, which 
will be mailed before the end 
of January 2020.

PAGEANT – Children 
participated in the Children’s 
Pageant last Sunday, 
December 8th. Ken Krause 
narrated and Gina Hayek and 
Lee Corbett directed. More 
pageant photos can be viewed 
on the church website (www.
hmpc.org) and Instagram 
(hudsonmemorialpc). 

mailto:pcash@hmpc.org
http://www.hmpc.org
http://www.hmpc.org
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Youth
Youth Groups
Today
Youth groups will not 
meet tonight. All youth are 
encouraged to attend the 
Christmas Joy Celebration 
tonight at 6 p.m.

December 22 & 29
December 22 – Bagels in the 
Balcony
December 22 & 29th – there 
will be no youth Sunday 
school, confirmation class, or 
youth group meetings.  

Looking Ahead
Sunday, January 5
Rise Against Hunger
The youth group would like 
to kick off the new year and 
the church’s new mission 
focus on Food Insecurity by 
inviting the congregation to 
join us at one of our annual 

Session 
November Update 

• Received a report from Caroline Smart 
from the Personnel Committee on 
recommendations for additional staff as 
recommended from the Task Force on 
Sunday Morning 

• Approved the proposed church calendar 
for 2020 including approval of the dates 
for holy communion and the schedule for 
special offerings 

• Elected Glenn Schindo to a three year term 
as Clerk of Session beginning in June, 
2020

• Approved the request for baptism of Carr 
David Jennings 

• Elder Scott Billman provided an update on 
the status of the Capital Campaign 

• Pastor Schafer discussed the status of the 
2020 pledges for the operating budget 

• Continued the discussion on the book, 
Holy Currencies by Erik Law

• Elder Harry Bond reported that the general 
fund surplus is $ 1.2 K and this is $ 19.2 K 
better than budget. 

Missions
Tend My Sheep
Sunday, December 29
Each month we come together as a 
congregation to collect one pre-selected 
item to benefit a local group in need. When 
combined our individual contributions can 
make a huge impact! This month we are 
collecting new (sealed in plastic) bed pillows 
for children who do not have one, which will 
be distributed by the Green Chair Project.

activities. We will be going 
to the Rise Against Hunger 
warehouse on Sunday, 
January 5th to pack meals for 
those less fortunate than us.  
   Please go to the 
following link (https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/904044eabaa238-rise)
for additional details and 
to sign up for this fun and 
meaningful event.

Monday, January 20
Ski Trip to Windergreen is on 
MLK holiday. Registration 
deadline is today. Friends 
and parent chaperones 
are welcome. St. Giles 
Presbyterian youth will join 
us. Flyers can be found on 
the church webstite and in the 
wall pockets outside of Frank 
Boyd’s office.

Online Sermons 
Hudson’s sermons are 
available online. If you 
were unable to attend 
a worship service, you 
can listen to the sermon 
at https://www.hmpc.
org/sermons. Closed 
captioning is also available.

Social Media 
Hudson Memorial 
is on Twitter 
(Hudson Memorial 
PC), Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc), and 
facebook (HudsonMPC). Our Twitter and 
Instagram accounts have quotes, poetry, 
prayer, scripture, and images. Follow us 
and like us!

PARTY – High school youth met Sunday, December 8th for 
their Christmas party.

Mission Task Force
Focus on Education
By Glenn Schindo
On Sunday January 12, Hudson will kick off 
our support of efforts to end food insecurity 
beginning with The Gathering and continuing 
throughout the morning. You will have an 
opportunity to learn about the four pillars 
that shape our food insecurity objective. 
Focusing on the pillar of education, there 
will be a variety of videos, printed materials, 
presentations, and conversation at your 
disposal.
   There will be many opportunities for you 
to learn more about this issue as awareness 
of food insecurity takes hold in our culture. 
Hudson’s partnership with the Food Bank of 
NC will be the anchor. 
   Beginning in February, you will have 
the opportunity to get hands on experience 
supporting the Food Bank if that is your 
calling. 
   Other opportunities for learning will include 
book studies, bible studies, topical seminars, 
Sunday school curriculum, film series on 
poverty and hunger, and many others. The 
Presbyterian Mission Agency of PCUSA has 
a wide array of programs and resources to 
support your self-study efforts.
   Hudson is also seeking to become a Hunger 
Action Congregation by signing a covenant 
that acknowledges the faithful work of 
Presbyterians around the country who are 
responding to the biblical call to help alleviate 
hunger and end its causes. Committing to 
hunger education is one of the six components 
of the covenant.
   Please join us on January 12th to be a part of 
what will be an exciting and very rewarding 
journey.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044eabaa238-rise
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044eabaa238-rise
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044eabaa238-rise
https://www.hmpc.org/sermons
https://www.hmpc.org/sermons


Calendar
Wednesday, December 18
Chancel Choir (Sanctuary) 7:00 pm

Thursday, December 19
Amazing Grays Lunch & Program (WH)
College Student Appetizers & Dessert 
  (Yard House at North Hills)

11:30 am
7:00 pm

Friday, December 20
No activities scheduled  

Saturday, December 21
No activities scheduled

Sunday, December 22
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Bagels in the Balcony
Worship
Fellowship 
Nursery Wing Closes

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

10:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
11:45 am

Sunday, December 15
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confirmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship
Nursery Wing Closes
Christmas Joy (Sanctuary)

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
6:00 pm

Monday, December 16
Seeing the Word (Library)
Finance (KH)
Budget Sub-Committee (KH)
Session (JK)
Diaconate (Vivo Italian)
Al-Anon, Alateen, Alakid (GH)

12:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Tuesday, December 17
Waking Up With the Word (KH)
ROMEOs (Bojangles) 
Single Way (Imperial Garden)
Daisy/Brownie Troop 1968 (215)

6:30 am
7:45 am
1:00 pm
4:00 pm
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Inclement Weather
In case of inclement weather, the church will notify the local ABC 
(WTVD) and NBC (WRAL) television stations if church will be delayed 
or cancelled. Please check the closings before venturing out in bad 
weather. We will do our best to have the sidewalks and steps cleared, but 
there is no guarantee that there will not be slippery spots. It is also possible 
that there will not be child care on Sunday morning.


