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A Letter From Your Pastor

A  Hudson member called 
me this week and said, 
“I just need a word of 

encouragement. I’m feeling 
overwhelmed with everything 
in the world.” I was so glad 
they reached out with their 
honest feelings and needs. This 
is one of the many reasons 
Jesus worked in community: 
To hold each other up during 
challenging and difficult times.

Racial Inequity
As your pastor I want to be 
perfectly clear: George Floyd’s 
death was wrong and it is 
deeply tied to a long legacy of 
racial inequity in our country. I 
want you and others to know I 
believe black lives matter. 
   Some of you may respond 
to this by saying, “all lives 
matter,” but the problem is that 
white lives in this country’s 
history have, more often than 
not, mattered more than the 

lives of people of color. This 
has been proven true over 
and over again, consciously 
and unconsciously. Hudson 
is a predominately white 
congregation. Those of us who 
are white need to continue to 
do our work to examine our 
own racism (I am looking at 
“the log” in my own eye on 
this) and we need to actively 
work against systems that 
perpetuate racial inequity and 
privilege.

In-Person Ministry
Your Session met this past 
Monday night and one of 
the major discernment items 
was criteria for returning to 
in-person worship, meetings 
and gatherings. The Session is 
very concerned that new cases 
of COVID-19 continue to rise 
in Wake County and in North 
Carolina. We do not want to 
put people at unnecessary 

risk, however we also want to 
prepare for when we do come 
together in-person. To that end, 
staff, Deacons and Session will 
do a practice outdoor worship 
service so that we can have 
a “dress rehearsal” of what 
future congregational worship 
outside might look like. 
Please be assured we have 
been drafting (for weeks now) 
phases and precautions for 
future in-person ministry.

The Risen Christ
The church exists to proclaim 
the gospel. A colleague in 
ministry who lives in Canada 
sent a word of encouragement 
to his U.S. clergy friends last 
week. I was on his list.  

MAC’S MEANDERINGS
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How to Help in A Pandemic
Our ministry partners need our financial support during this time. Go to 
https://www.hmpc.org/ways-to-help-during-pandemic to donate online.

a series of six weekly 
virtual classes beginning 
Wednesday, June 10th at 
7 p.m. exploring these ideas 
using a DVD series connected 
to the book Surprised By 
Hope Rethinking Heaven, 
Resurrection, and the 
Mission of the Church by N. 
T. Wright, biblical scholar 
and Bishop of Durham, 
England. Each session will 

Wednesday, June 10

What does the 
Christian church 
have to offer 

the world in this time of 
uncertainty, confusion, and 
fear? Can we only offer hope 
for a better life in the world to 
come? Or is “Christian future 
hope … deeply intertwined 
with how we live today?”
   Don Slater will be offering 

consist of watching a DVD 
presentation by Wright and a 
group discussion of the ideas 
presented. Purchasing the 
book might be useful but is 
not required.
   Contact Don Slater at 
djslater107@mac.com for 
more information and to 
express your interest, so that 
you may be invited to the 
virtual sessions.

Surprised By Hope
Rethinking Heaven, the 
Resurrection, and the  
Mission of  the Church

FAITH FORMATION: NEW CLASS

https://www.hmpc.org/ways-to-help-during-pandemic
mailto:djslater107%40mac.com?subject=Surprised%20by%20Hope
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Groups and 
Classes 
Although we 
are social 
distancing due 
to COVID-19 
many groups and classes 
are meeting online! 
Contact a group leader 
for an invitation. 

Women at the Well  
Wednesday, June 10
Women at the Well continues it’s weekly 
group meetings June 10th at 9:15 a.m. 
Fierce, Free and Full of Fire by Jen 
Hatmaker is our book selection and can be 
found on Amazon and other retail outlets. 
The author is this year’s keynote speaker at 
the Montreat Women’s Conference which 
many of us will be attending in August. 
Current participants will receive the 
assignments and Zoom links and we welcome others to join us! 
For more information contact Debbie Kirk (dkirk@hmpc.org). 

Thursday, June 11, 25 & July 9 & 23
The monthly Women at the Well meets at 6 p.m. and will 
continue every other Thursday evening. Current participants 
will receive the podcast selection and Zoom link and we 
welcome others to join us! Contact Debbie Kirk (dkirk@
hmpc.org) to be added to the participant list.

Presbyterian Pint 
Thursday, June 11
Presbyterian Pint will meet at 7 p.m. on Zoom. 
Men of the church are welcome to join Pastor 
Mac for fellowship and faith in a friendly 
environment. Pastor Mac comes ready with 
relevant questions of theology and culture that 
the group will discuss. If you have not received an 
invitation to the group and would like to, contact 
Mac Schafer at mschafer@hmpc.org.

Waking Up 
With the 
Word 
Tuesday, June 9
This men’s bible study will 
meet every Tuesday morning 
at 6:30 a.m. while we are 
sheltering in place due to 
COVID-19. The group centers 
on the scripture that will be 
preached on the following 
Sunday. No previous bible 
study experience is needed. 
The group is meeting via 
Zoom. If you have not 
received an invitation to 
the group and would like 
to, contact Mac Schafer at 
mschafer@hmpc.org.

FAITH FORMATION

mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=Women%20at%20the%20Well%20monthly
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=Women%20at%20the%20Well%20monthly
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=Presbyterian%20Pint
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Sacred    
Conversations
Sunday, June 7
In light of the of the current 
incidents of racial injustice in 
our nation and long history 
of the same, Pastor Debbie 
will use the book Not Your 
White Jesus: Following a 
Radical Refugee Messiah by 
Sheri Faye Rosendahl as the 
basis for our conversations. 
Together we will prayerfully 
consider the call to be faithful disciples as 
we follow the counter cultural, revolutionary 
Jesus. All are welcome to join us!
Join Zoom Meeting here.

FAITH FORMATION

Meetings
Below is a list of upcoming Zoom meetings. 
If you are part of a committee or group, you 
should have received an e-mail invitation. If 
you have not received an invitation, contact 
your group leader.

Sunday, June 7
• 11:30 a.m. – Sacred Conversations

Monday, June 8
• 7:00 p.m. – Presbyterian Women Council

Tuesday, June 9
• 9:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting

Wednesday, June 10
• 9:15 a.m. – Women at the Well (weekly) 
• 7:00 p.m. – Surprised By Hope
• 7:00 p.m. – Handbell Ensemble I 

Rehearsal
Thursday, June 11

• 6:00 p.m. – Women at the Well (monthly)
• 7:00 p.m. – Presbyterian Pint
• 7:00 p.m. – Handball Ensemble II 

Rehearsal
• 7:00 p.m. – Mission Committee 
Sunday, June 7

• 11:30 a.m. – Sacred Conversations

CALENDAR

Virtual Bingo
Hudson is looking into doing a 
virtual “Bingo” night via Zoom. 
Contact Pat Cash if you are 
interested in joining in the fun. 
E-mail Pat at pcash@hmpc.org 
or call 919-787-1086.

FELLOWSHIP

https://zoom.us/j/97606617685?pwd=RTlsWHd4WVdGcGhFQmx3c1BYVkMwdz09
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Rachael McConnell

As we have informed 
you previously, the 
Session approved 

increasing the Children’s 
Ministry position 
from quarter time 
to half time when 
the 2020 budget 
was approved, 
following a 
proposal from 
the Personnel 
Committee. Since 
that time a search 
committee has 
been hard at work 
discerning who 
might be called to 
that position.
   We are pleased to 
announce that Rachael M. 
McConnell has been hired 
to serve as the Director 
of Children and Family 
Ministry at HMPC. Rachael 
has a bachelor of arts degree 
from the University of 
Texas Arlington majoring in 
psychology and minoring in 
music. She has a master of 
divinity degree from Austin 
Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary and she is a 
Candidate for Ordination 
in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). She most recently 

served Covenant 
Presbyterian 
Church in 
Austin, Texas as 
their Associate 
Director of 
Children & 
Family Ministry 
and as a 
Congregational 
Care Intern. 
She has taught 
Spanish and 
music at a 
Montessori 

School and been a children’s 
choir director and worship 
leader at a Baptist church in 
Georgetown, Texas.
   At Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, Rachael was an 
important part of a growing 
children’s program with 
over 200 children. She 
coordinated more than 43 
volunteers and was on a task 
force that created a spiritual 
formation plan for children 

from birth to fifth grade. 
At Covenant, she created 
and coordinated Mission 
Sundays for fourth and fifth 
graders to engage with faith-
based non-profits every six 
weeks.  
   Rachael is married to Josh 
and they have four sons: 
Isaac, 14, Esmond, 11, John, 
3, and Willie 6 months. They 
like to stay busy attending 
their son’s baseball games, 
traveling, watching movies, 
and going on treasure hunts 
at local thrift shops and 
garage sales. In her spare 
time Rachael likes to cook, 
sing, read, and eat with 
friends. 
   Rachael will begin her 
ministry at HMPC on 
Monday, June 15th.
   Special thanks to Cary 
Dickerson and Sarah Edge 
for their energy, insight, 
prayerful discernment and 
care in the search for a 
new staff person. We look 
forward to welcoming 
Rachael and her family to 
Hudson.

CHILDREN & FAMILY

Director of Children & Family Hired
Rachael McConnell to Begin Monday, June 15
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2021 Trip Planned
Concern about the corona 
virus pandemic when many of 
the mission crew volunteers 
exceed 65 years of age, 
combined with the practical 
difficulties of maintaining 

MISSIONS

2020 Mission Trip Canceled
effective social distancing 
while at worksites, in 
transportation, and at meals 
and other joint activities, 
the Session agreed that our 
mission trip should not 
proceed this summer. We 

are treating the cancellation 
this year as unique and have 
already made reservations 
for July 18-23, 2021. We are 
pleased to continue this church 
volunteer effort and invite you 
to participate next year. 

SPECIAL OFFERING

Samaritan Fund
June 21
We will be having a special offering for COVID-19 assistance through our Good Samaritan 
Fund. The money raised will be used to help members and friends with COVID-19 related 
hardships. If all the funds received are not needed for COVID-19 related needs, the balance will 
be used in accordance of Hudson’s Good Samaritan Fund guidelines. 
   You may mail in your donation, donate online, or text to give. Text the amount and samaritan 
to 888-906-0744. Example (25 samaritan). If you have not done this before, you will be 
prompted to enter your information. Once it has been entered, you will not have to enter again 
the next time you use text to give.

Online Community 
Stay in community with us online at Twitter (Hudson Memorial PC), 
Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). Pastor 
Mac has done a history of  Presbyterianism in Raleigh and a series on 
labyrinths in Raleigh.
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Youth Group News 
This Week
Montreat Update
Due to safety concerns over Covid-19, Montreat has cancelled 
all “onsite youth conferences” this summer. Parents and 
participants should watch your e-mail closely over the next 
few weeks for information about refunds and possible online 
options for July. If you have any questions, contact Frank 
Boyd at fboyd@hmpc.org.
. 
Youth Committee Needs You 
If you would like to learn about serving on the Youth 
Committee, or getting involved in the Hudson youth 
program in some other way, contact Monica Maxwell, 
Youth Committee Chair, or Frank Boyd, Director of Youth 
Ministries. 

Confirmation Class
Send your headshot pictures to Frank Boyd ASAP. 

High School Seniors 
Send Frank Boyd your senior picture and the answers to your 
senior questions for the Class of 2020 bulletin board. 

Spring and Summer Youth Events 
Some of the following events have been cancelled, postponed, 
and others remain scheduled, but their status could change. 
We will continue to list them with updated information. Watch 
these lists and your e-mail for updates and further notice. 
Thank you for your patience. 

• Confirmation Sunday will be rescheduled as soon as 
safely possible.

• Graduation Sunday will be rescheduled. 
• Montreat Youth Conference July 19-25. Watch for 

online opportunities. 

YOUTH

He ended his e-mail by 
writing, “I try to recall each 
day Lesslie Newbigin’s words: 
‘I am neither optimistic or 
pessimistic about the future; I 
believe Christ is risen.’” 
   I had to wrestle with what 
this quote really meant for 
a moment. But it points to a 
strong theological truth: As 
Christians, we’re not called to 
be optimistic or pessimistic. 
We’re called to trust in Christ 
conquering death. We’re 
resurrection people. We believe 
that all creation is wrapped 
up in Jesus’ resurrection 
power and that God is at work 
creating something new. 
   Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
said, “The arc of the moral 
universe is long, but it bends 
towards justice.” My prayer is 
that that “long bend” become 
shorter. How are our actions 
making this bend shorter? 

The peace of Christ attend  
to you, 

MEANDERINGS

(Continued from page 1)
Letter

mailto:fboyd%40hmpc.org?subject=Montreat
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Accessing Staff & Deacon on Call
During the time that the office is closed due to COVID-19, please be assured that you can still 
get in touch with all staff and the Deacons’ Prayer Line. Below is a list of staff and their e-mail 
addresses. Staff is monitoring e-mails and voice mails multiple times a day, and the Deacon on 
Call is accessing voice mails left on the Deacon Prayer Line at least twice a day. We will continue 
to stay in touch, even though it is not face-to-face at this time. 

Social Media
You may also follow Hudson on social media. Hudson Memorial is on Twitter (Hudson Memorial 
PC), Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). The staff will post regularly.

Staff Directory
Mac Schafer – mschafer@hmpc.org
Pastor & Head of Staff  

Debbie Kirk – dkirk@hmpc.org
Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture

Aleta Ash – aash@hmpc.org
Minister of Visitation

Philip Hayden – phayden@hmpc.org
Music Director & Composer

Frank Boyd – fboyd@hmpc.org
Director of Youth Ministries

Gina Hayek – ghayek@hmpc.org
Children’s Music Director

Carol Yeargin – yeargin@bellsouth.net
Organist

Pat Cash – pcash@hmpc.org  
Business Administrator

Susan Gressel – sgressel@hmpc.org
Bookkeeper

Patty Shaver – pshaver@hmpc.org  
Administrative Assistant

Dorothy Roche – droche@hmpc.org
Preschool Director

Joyce Hawkins – jhawkins@hmpc.org
Assistant Preschool Director

Hope Parangi – hparangi@yahoo.com  
Church Hostess    

Operations
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