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Almost every 
year my mother’s 
birthday falls during 
the season of Lent, 
and last week she 
celebrated her 93rd 
birthday.   Although 
I have seen her only 
one time in the last 

year because of COVID-19 restrictions at 
her long-term care facility, I 
talk with her regularly.   She 
continues to amaze me with 
her faith, sense of humor, and 
positive outlook on life.   My 
mother, Polly Boyd, is a Duke 
University trained nurse.  
She met my father at Duke 
Hospital while she was on the 
job.  My father was a patient assigned to her 
ward.  After a courtship, the two married, and 
once my brother, sister, and I were born, she 
paused her nursing career and dedicated her 
life to raising the three of us, which apparently 
required a great deal of prayer.  
Growing up, my mom prayed all the time.  
Daily, at the breakfast table, mom would read 
devotions from Guideposts, These Days, and 
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Seeing With Your Eyes Closed
a book called My Utmost for 
His Highest.  If I was sitting 
at the table, mom read out 
loud.  Mom ended morning 
devotions the same way every 
time.  She closed her eyes and 
prayed for family and friends.  
Nightly, before crawling into bed, mom 
would kneel at the side of her bed, rest her 
clasped hands on top of the mattress, and pray.  

Typically, she prayed silently, 
but if I was there, she prayed 
out loud.   Whether I was there 
or not, she always prayed with 
her eyes closed.  Listening to 
my mother pray was calming 
and comforting to me – I 
felt like it allowed me to 
peek inside her heart and to 

eavesdrop on her relationship with God.   
As a child, I wondered if closing your eyes 
while praying was a prerequisite for God to  
be able to hear our prayers.  One day, I asked 
mom, “Why do you close your eyes when you 
pray?”  She responded, “I see best when my 
eyes are closed.”   
During this past year, I have thought a lot 
about my Mom’s response regarding when she 

continued on page 2

Throughout Lent the HMPC 
staff will be doing a weekly 
series on what our theme - 
Naming Our Loss, Claiming 
Our Faith - means to each of 
them.
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sees best.  For Lent this year, Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church staff members have been 
charged with naming something that we have 
lost, and then, claiming something that we have 
found that helps us deal with our losses.  The 
loss of my vision is the most prescient loss 
that I choose to name.  In the past year, I had 
4 surgeries on my left eye.   Although helpful, 
the 3 surgeries to repair my retina tears have 
left scar tissue in critical places within my 
eye.  The cataract surgery, also helpful, was 
unable to restore my vision anywhere close to 
what I was accustomed to.   I was devastated 
when I learned that even new glasses would not 
restore my vision.   Literally, in the blink of an 
eye, my left one, I could no longer see clearly.   
Naming what I had lost this past year was easy.  
I lost my ability to see well.  Not only could I 
not see out of my left eye, but because of the 
pandemic, I couldn’t even see much of my 
family, including my wonderful 93 year-old 
mother. 
With the season of Lent upon us, unable to see 
in the wilderness seems like an apt phrase to 
describe my lived experience.  And not only 
for the 40 days of Lent, but for most of the last 

Lenten Theme - What It Means to Me
year.   With the losses of 2020, you could make 
a strong case that Lent has lasted closer to 400 
days than 40 this go-round.  Perhaps your 2020 
wilderness, like mine, has been marked by 
exhaustion, self-denial, loneliness, isolation, 
and reflection.   
Although it has taken me time to see it, I have 
found that the ability to know God’s grace 
and to hear God’s love for me even when I 
am lost in the wilderness is what has helped 
me deal with my loss of vision.  As my mom 
reminded me, we worship a God who will drop 
everything to find one lost sheep; we worship 
a God who welcomes home the Prodigal Son; 
and we worship a God who makes the blind 
see.  Nothing, not even losing the ability to see 
clearly, can separate us from the love of God.  
So, during this season of Lent, as I journey to 
Good Friday, I am comforted by the healing 
and saving grace of Jesus Christ and the power 
of prayer that my mother taught me about so 
many years ago when she responded, “I see 
best when my eyes are closed.”   

Lent
Congregational Devotional “Lent 
Micropractices” by Jo Nygard 
Owens 
A micropractice is a small spiritual practice. 
Instead of engaging the same spiritual practice 
throughout Lent, the micropractices are meant 
to give a sample across many different styles of 
practices. These are emailed on a daily basis. 
If you have not been receiving them, please 
contact Pat Cash.

Wednesday Services of Evening 
Prayer 7-7:30 pm
On the five Wednesday evenings prior to Holy 
Week, the Deacons will host gatherings on 
Zoom where we can pray with and for each 
other. Each service will include reading of 
scripture, simple liturgy, and several forms of 
prayer for ourselves, others, our nation and 
the global community.  You will receive the 
ZOOM link with the Wednesday emails of the 
Lent Micropractices.

mailto:pcash%40hmpcorg?subject=
mailto:pcash%40hmpcorg?subject=
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Waking Up with the 
Word 
March 9 - 6:30 am - 
Waking Up with the Word 
will meet at 6:30 am at the 
WH Patio The group studies 
the scripture text that will be preached on the 
following Sunday. No previous Bible study 
experience is needed. The group centers their 
study around three questions - 1.What is a 
word or phrase that stands out to you in the 
text? 2. Allow that word or phrase to prompt 
a memory from your life, a thought on the 
passage or a metaphor. 3. What is Christ 
calling you to through the scripture text? 
Contact Mac Schafer for more information. 

Adult Faith Formation

Worship & The Arts

• Online Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
April 1st 

• Outdoor Good Friday Worship - Friday at 
12 noon on April 2nd

• Outdoor Easter Egg Hunt for Children 
Saturday, April 3rd - 9:30 am to 12:30 pm

• Easter Sunday Worship - Sunday, April 4th
 ○ Sunrise Service - the Langley Chapel 

Property - 6:57 a.m.
 ○ Outdoor Easter worship & Communion - 

West Lawn - 9 a.m. 
 ○ Outdoor Easter worship & Communion - 

West Lawn - 10:30 a.m.
 ○ Online Recorded Easter Sunday Worship 

from the HMPC Sanctuary

Save the Dates For 
Holy Week & Easter

Return to Outdoor 
Worship This Sunday! 
As spring begins to emerge we are returning 
to outdoor worship this Sunday, March 7th 
at 10:30 a.m. (weather permitting).  You can 
RSVP for the outdoor worship service by 
clicking here.  This Sunday is a communion 
Sunday and the Sacristy Guild will serve the 
elements in baggies that can be picked up at 
the beginning of worship. As always, for those 
who are not yet comfortable doing things 
in-person, we will continue to offer a virtual 
option.  Please know the Session continues to 
discern how to move forward with worship, 
education, fellowship, mission and care during 
the pandemic.  We appreciate your prayers and 
patience.

Presbyterian Pint  
ZOOM Presbyterian 
Pint Lenten Study: 
White Fragility by 
Robin DiAngelo
Thursday 3/11 at 7 pm
- Lenten Discussion of the 
book White Fragility: Why 
It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About 
Racism by Robin DiAngelo - Thursday, March 
11th at 7 p.m. via ZOOM.  The group will be 
discussing chapters 4-8

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
https://hpmc.brushfire.com/worship/497483
https://hpmc.brushfire.com/worship/497483
https://hpmc.brushfire.com/worship/497483
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Youth Group News 
Youth Programs This Week
• The Explorers 5-6-7 Sunday School Class 

will meet this coming Sunday, March 7, 
from 9:30-10:15 AM with teacher Kelly 
Capps.   If the weather is nice, we will 
meet outside at the church under the Twin 
Oaks.   Please bring a mask, a lawn chair, 
and a water bottle.  If the weather looks 
extra cold or wet, the class may meet on 
Zoom, so please watch your email and 
text messages on Saturday.      

• The High School Youth Group will 
meet this Sunday evening, March 7, 
for a Russell Allen Scavenger Hunt 
Special.  Please watch your email and 
text messages at the end of the week for 
specific times and details.  

• Next Youth Committee Meeting will be 
March 14 at 11:30.    

• Mission Trip Dates – June 15-18, 2021 
All 8th-12th graders please mark your 
calendar and watch for details.  This is 
a great way to accumulate community 
service hours that you will need for 
school 

• Special Lenten Devotional Offer - Any 
youth families that are interested in 
receiving a copy of Lent of Liberation:  
Confronting the Legacy of American 
Slavery by Cheri Mills, please contact 
Frank Boyd, as we have several more 
copies to share.   This powerful book, 
with 40 daily devotions, invites readers 
to journey towards antiracism and to 
reflect on “Lenten themes of exodus, 
redemption, discipline, and repentance.”

• Graduation Sunday is May 16th 
• Massanetta Middle School Conference is 

June 22-25, 2021.  

Youth Ministry

• Montreat 2021 (July 18-24) – Now is the 
time to sign up for current 8th -12th grade 
youth.  Flyers can be found on the church 
website and have bee emailed.   This will 
likely fill up fast, so the sooner you sign 
the more likely it is that you will get to 
go.   It might just be the best week of your 
life!  If you have questions, please contact 
Frank Boyd at the church office or one of 
the High School Youth Volunteers.  
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Children's Message This Spring: 
We need ALL (ages) of You!! 

Children’s Ministry

We're bringing the Old Testament to Life this 
Spring, in a fun and inter-generational fashion! 
We need all ages to help bring the Children's 
Message to the family of Christ which is 
Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church. 
Adults/Youth: We need you to record a reading 
of a script (provided!) of a favorite Old 
Testament Story. 

Children: 
We need 
you to act 
out (no 
speaking 
needed) the 
story. We're 

going to put the two together and build the 
story! Just use what you have around the house 
as props, use your awesome imaginations and 
creativity! 

If you feel like switching it up, go for it! If 
the younger members of the family want to 
read and the adults act it out, that is welcome 
too! We just want to come together and tell 
the great stories of how God and God's people 
were in relationship and what they can tell us 
about how God loves us still today! 
Once you sign up, Rachael McConnell will 
provide the script to the readers. Readers, 
please send Rachael the voice file by the date 
on the sign up. 
Actors, Rachael will send you a copy of the 
reading so that you can act the story out while 
listening. Rachael will e-mail you a link to the 
MASV file drop once you sign up. Please send 
the video by the date on the sign up Genius. 
If you have any questions, please email 
Rachael McConnell. Sign up here to be a part 
of sharing the great stories of God! 

Easter Eggs Needed! 
We're planning another safe version of a beloved annual tradition! And we need your help! 
Children's and Family Ministries are collecting pre-stuffed eggs. 
Find your stashes of plastic Easter eggs and stuff them full of your 
favorite nut-free candies or treats (stickers/tattoos). There will be 
collection baskets when in-person outdoor worship begins again 
in March. If you wish to drop them off at the church at another 
time, please call the church to be sure someone will be there. Mark 
your calendars for April 3rd 9:30 am-12:30 pm and look for a Sign 
Up Genius coming soon, as reservations will be required for this 
socially-distant event.  

mailto:rmcconnell%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:rmcconnell%40hmpc.org?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4dacab22a3fdc52-childrens1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4dacab22a3fdc52-childrens1
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Prayers for 
Households
During this time when we are physically 
apart, we can all benefit from the prayers 
of others. Starting at the beginning of our 
church directory, the Deacons are praying for 
7 member households each week, with the 
goal of praying for each and every member 
of our congregation. These households are 
listed below so the congregation can have 
the opportunity to join in praying for them as 
well. In addition, each household will receive 
a positive note of encouragement from the 
Deacons in the mail.  As always, if you have 
a specific request for prayer at any time, you 
can submit a prayer request from the website 
or you may call 919-787-1086 and press 2 for 
the Deacon’s Prayer Line. Deacon on Call for 
February is Jeffrey Coonse.
Prayer Households for this week. Please keep 
these families in your prayers:

• Diana Jones
• Val Jones
• Jamie Julian
• Stephanie Katz
• Rebecca, David, Drew, Anna and Davis 

Keen
• Belinda, Cebe, Melissa and Maria Keever
• Nancy & Glenn Keever

Deacon Ministry

Many years 
ago HMPC 
charter 
members Ed 
& Louise 
Clemmer 
(along with 
many other 
members) 
took out life 
insurance 
policies in 
honor of their children. At the end of 2019 Ed 
& Louise daughter Patricia Clemmer entered 
God’s everlasting kingdom.  In January 
2021, the Foundation of HMPC received 
the proceeds of the policy made in Patricia’s 
totaling $25,999.99.  

For those who are unaware, Ed Clemmer had 
a huge impact on the present building we use 
and appreciate.  Ed was the job superintendent 
for the construction of the church sanctuary in 
1964.  His company Clemmer Construction 
built the connector wing of the church in 1977.   
Ed Clemmer died in 2009 and Louise died 
in 2014.  Well after their death, they are still 
caring for the future of the church through the 
memory of their daughter Pat. 

When Pat was a little girl, she looked at her 
Dad and said, “Daddy, why does the steeple 
have to be so tall?”  Ed said to her, “Well, to 
reach to heaven…”  Thanks be to God for 
the Clemmer family and particularly Patricia 
Clemmer.

Foundation

Thanks Be to God 
For Pat Clemmer
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Sunday, March 14
1 - 2 pm
The Inquirers Class, for those interested in 
membership, will be held via Zoom on Sunday, 
March 14th from 1-2 pm. The class covers what 
it means to be a Christian, a Presbyterian, and 
a member of Hudson Memorial. New Member 
Information Forms are available here. Please 
submit the forms no later than Friday, March 
12th.
Please contact Debbie Kirk if you would like to 
receive the Zoom invitation.

Session Highlights Congregational Care

Long time member 
Marge O’Rorke entered 
God’s everlasting 
kingdom on Monday, 
February 22nd.  Marge 
was a member of 
HMPC since 1964.  She 
was recently inducted 
into the Raleigh Hall of 
Fame for writing Haven 
on a Hill: A History 
of North Carolina’s Dorothea Dix Hospital.  
A memorial service will be held on Monday, 
March 8th at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary for limited 
number of people.  Click here if you’d like 
to attend. The service will be recorded and 
available via the HMPC website.

Marge O’Rorke

Inquirer’s Class

Updates from 
February Stated 
Meeting
• The 2021 budget for the Hudson Memorial 

Preschool was approved 
• Approved a recommendation from the 

Capital Projects & Funding Team to fund 
existing projects and launch some new 
projects, including:

 ○ Sanctuary windows
 ○ New dishwasher in Westminster
 ○ First floor bathroom renovations
 ○ Dumpster area improvements
 ○ Outdoor worship area in the vacant 

Langley lot
 ○ Memorial Garden renovation

• The nominating team has completed their 
work of nominating Deacons and Ruling 
Elders to serve the next class

• Approved the baptism of Nora Caroline 
Kelley, daughter of McNeill Smart Kelley 
for Mother’s Day May 9, 2021

Don’t forget to Don’t forget to 
set your clocks set your clocks 
ahead one hour ahead one hour 
before going to before going to 
bed on Saturday, bed on Saturday, 
March 13thMarch 13th

https://www.hmpc.org/join-hmpc
https://www.hmpc.org/join-hmpc
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
https://hpmc.brushfire.com/worship/497631
https://hpmc.brushfire.com/worship/497631


All meetings by Zoom unless otherwise noted.

Calendar 
Sunday, March 7

• Online Worship - Anytime
• 9:30 am - Explorer’s 5-6-7 Sunday School
• 10:30 am - Outdoor Worship
• 10:30 am - Children’s Sunday School - 

Labyrinth Area
Monday, March 8

• 3 pm - Marge O’Rorke Memorial Service
Tuesday, March 9

• 6:30 am - Waking Up With the Word - 
WH Patio

• 9:30 am - Staff Meeting
• 10 am - Esther Circle
• 11 am - Elizabeth/Rachel Circle
• 11:30 am - Hannah Circle
• 6:30 pm - HMP Board Meeting
• 7 pm - Adult Ed Committee

Wednesday,March 10
• 9:30 am - Women at the Well

Thursday, March 11
• 7 pm - Presbyterian Pint - White Fragility, 

Session 2
Saturday, March 13

• Emily Duggins & Dominick Ehling 
Wedding - The Jewel Box in St. Louis, 
MO

Sunday, March 14
• Online Worship - Anytime
• 9:30 am - Explorer’s 5-6-7 Sunday School
• 10:30 am - Outdoor Worship
• 10:30 am - Children’s Sunday School - 

Labyrinth Area
• 11:30 am - Youth Committee

Preschool

We have been very busy at preschool over the 
last few weeks. Our Four year olds celebrated 
Chinese New Year and 100 Days of School! 
We are thrilled to share that registration for 
the 2021-22 school year was a success, the 
preschool will be back to full capacity in the 
fall. HMP summer 
registration opens 
mid- March and 
we are looking 
forward to a busy 
summer. 

Busy Days!
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The Fellowship Committee is offering diverse 
opportunities for HMPC members to engage 
in fellowship safely this spring, adhering to all 
COVID 19 protocols.*
Upcoming we have planned two Golf Get-
Together events at TriGolf Driving Range 
in Raleigh. Members will meet at the range, 
pay $5 cash upon arrival to a Fellowship 
Committee member, and have a two-hour 
window to hit balls and chat with the other 
participating members. Equipment is available 
to borrow at no additional cost. We will limit 
each event to 10 members, ages 7 & up.
Email jeanna@firstteetriangle.org with 
questions. A more detailed confirmation email 
will be sent to those who sign up. TriGolf is 
located at 12201 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 
27613. Please select which date you would 

Fellowship
like to attend and 
register on the Sign 
Up Genius.
*When considering 
whether or not to 
attend please keep in 
mind that, although 
HMPC and First Tee — Triangle have put 
in place preventative measures to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19, neither entity can 
guarantee that you will not become infected 
with COVID-19. The CDC recommends 
wearing masks that cover mouth and nose, as 
well as keeping a physical distance of six feet 
even when outdoors. Please also keep in mind 
that there is risk of injury when participating 
in golf. By signing up for this event, you are 
assuming all risk of illness and/or injury. 
Thank you!

Hudson Handy Helpers was started 
approximately 4+ years ago.  Our goal is 
to respond to requests by Hudson members 
and friends for any home repair or for the 
help of a handy person job.  If it is help to 
donate furniture, clothing or other materials to 
North Raleigh Ministries or others, and haul 
household materials to the dump, we will help 
you.
Even during the COVID pandemic, we have 
selectively been helping.
• If you are you moving and need assistance, 

give us a call
• Do you need someone to assist you in 

dealing with contractors?  We are glad to 
assist you.

• We can help you with some repairs to your 
home. We can also handle electrical repairs 

Hudson Handy Helpers

such as replacing lights, switches, plugs, 
etc.  We can repair or replace toilets, or fix 
faucets and replace them.  We clean decks, 
prune bushes or cut tree limbs.

There is no charge for our services.  However, 
if you wish, you can make a donation to 
HMPC to Hudson Handy Helpers to defray 
future cost of brush dump at Raleigh Recycling 
yard waste, trash bags, or buying materials for 
repair for others.
If you are willing to become a Hudson Handy 
Helper, you can earn a HHH tee shirt by 
helping.Hudson Handy Helpers are here to 
help you in anyway we can.  
You should contact the church office, your 
deacon, one of our ministers, or Mike Law at 
ddelaw1965@verizon.net or 919-615-4212.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094CAEAD2CA7FE3-golf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094CAEAD2CA7FE3-golf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094CAEAD2CA7FE3-golf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094CAEAD2CA7FE3-golf


Mac Schafer – Pastor & Head of Staff - mschafer@hmpc.org
Debbie Kirk – Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture - dkirk@hmpc.org
Aleta Ash, Minister of Visitation – aash@hmpc.org
Philip Hayden, Music Director & Composer– phayden@hmpc.org
Frank Boyd, Director of Youth Ministries – fboyd@hmpc.org
Rachael McConnell, Director of Children & Family Ministries – rmcconnell@hmpc.org
Gina Hayek, Director of Joyful Noise – ghayek@hmpc.org
Carol Yeargin, Organist – yeargin@bellsouth.net
Pat Cash, Business Administrator – pcash@hmpc.org  
Dorothy Roche, Preschool Director – droche@hmpc.org
Joyce Hawkins, Assistant Preschool Director – jhawkins@hmpc.org
Hope Parangi, Church Hostess  – hparangi@yahoo.com

Staff Directory

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

4921 Six Forks Road, Raleigh, NC  27609
(919) 787-1086       Fax (919) 510-9990
www.hmpc.org 
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