
An Advent Calendar Of 
Christmas Joy 
By Phil Hayden
The annual Christmas Joy Celebration is such a special evening 
of holiday music each Christmas season at Hudson.  This year, 
we’re planning to bring Christmas Joy into your home, with AN 
ADVENT CALENDAR OF CHRISTMAS JOY!
Beginning Sunday, November 29, you can click on the day’s date 
on our special online Advent Calendar of Christmas Joy.  You’ll enjoy a verse of a Christmas 
carol you can sing along with, a timely scripture reading, a short devotional, and a musical 
piece lovingly prepared and presented by one (or more!) of your sisters and brothers at Hudson.
It’s true that this year is unlike any we’ve experienced, but our prayer is that our Advent 
Calendar of Christmas Joy will bring the spirit of this holy season right into your home each 
day, for you to be blest and refreshed.
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Music

Each 1st and 3rd Friday of each month during Covid, we invite you to click 
on the link you’ll receive to enjoy a piece of ‘secular’ music outside the 
realm of music we enjoy in worship settings weekly.
Besides showcasing some really fine music of a more pop genre, the 
participation by top quality musicians of all ethnicities, countries, and 
colors all joyfully confirm the spark of musical ability and love for 
musicmaking inherent in all people.  In this era of cultural divisiveness, we 
invite you to listen in to the Friday Nite Jam. 
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Tend My Sheep
The Mission Committee will resume monthly 
Tend My Sheep collections starting this month. 
These drive-through collections will take place 
on the fourth Saturday of every month from 
10am-1pm. Simply drive to the south side of 
the church and our masked volunteers will take 
your donations without you ever leaving your 
car.
   This month we are partnering with 
Presbyterian Women to collect needed school 
supplies for Hearts and Hands for Haiti’s 
Poteau Primary School. Hearts and Hands 
for Haiti is committed to providing a quality 
Christian education to the more than 400 
students at this school. HHH’s supported 
schools are in session this Fall with COVID-19 
safety protocols in place.
   Please bring any of the following school 

Missions

supply items listed in any quantity. Supply 
items will not be assembled into kits as they 
have in previous years.    

• Tapebound one subject composition 
notebooks (please no spiral bound and 
wide-ruled is preferred because these go 
to Poteau elementary school )

• Blue ink ball point pens
• Twelve (12) inch ruler
• Blunt tip scissors
• Hand held pencil sharpener
• Pink eraser, 2-1/2 inch size
• 24 ct box crayons (leave in packaging)
• New pencils with erasers

   This month’s collection will take place on 
Saturday, September 26th. We look forward to 
seeing you! For more information contact Cary 
Dickerson.

Presbyterian Women is an organized way 
for women to work together and to maintain 
fellowship with one another.  In September, 
the following PW Circles will meet:

Esther Circle:  Tuesday, September 15 @ 
10:00 am, via Zoom.  Text is PW Horizons 
Bible Study, Into the Light:  Finding Hope 
Through Prayers of Lament.    
Current Circle members will receive the 
Zoom meeting invitation, new attendees, 
please rsvp to Grace Hutchinson  
Elizabeth / Rachel Circle: Circle members 
are reading PW Horizons Bible Study, Into 
the Light:  Finding Hope Through Prayers 
of Lament as a self-study.  To join Elizabeth 

Presbyterian Women

/ Rachel Circle in this reading, please contact 
Ruth Spencer 
Hannah Circle:  Tuesday, September. 15 @ 
10:00 am, onsite meeting with lawn chairs 
around the church picnic tables.  Text is The 
Jesus Priorities:  8 Essential Habits.  
New attendees, please rsvp to Jill Hovis. Rain 
plan at same date and time via remote meeting 
Miriam Circle:  Tuesday, September 15 @ 
7:30 pm, via Zoom.  Text is PW Horizons 
Bible Study, Into the Light:  Finding Hope 
Through Prayers of Lament.    
Current Circle members will receive the 
Zoom meeting invitation, new attendees, 
please rsvp to Carolyn Scott

mailto:czeller220%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:czeller220%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:fghdukefan%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:ruthrspencer%40mindspring.com?subject=
mailto:hovisj%40mindspring.com?subject=
mailto:carolyn.scott%40gmail.com?subject=
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Our Church Directory is 
Online!

View our church directory 
online or via the FREE 
mobile app today.

To view the directory online, go to 
members.InstantChurchDirectory.
com and follow the prompts under 
“Sign In” to “Create a login now.” 
Please remember, you must confirm 
your email address before you can 
sign in. 

There is also a free mobile app 
available for download at the Apple® 
App store in iTunes®, Google Play™ 
store and the Amazon Fire App Store. 
Simply search for “Instant Church 
Directory” to get the download. 

You will need to use your email 
address as listed in our directory 
to create a log-in the first time you 
use the directory online and via the 
mobile app.

If you don’t have an email address 
and need a hard copy of the directory,  
or need help or have questions, please 
contact Pat Cash or at 917.787.1086.

Church Directory

Birthday Gifts
August
Realizing that each year of life is a gift from 
God, the Hudson Memorial Presbyterian 
Church Foundaiton created the Birthday 
Offering program to allow church members to 
express their gratitude to God through a gift to 
the church. These gifts help secure the future 
vitality of the church’s ministries. Last month 
Foundation Birthday Gifts were given by the 
following:

• Richard Blanks
• Nancy Sinicki
• Carolyn Scott
• Lou Yates
• Betty Congleton
• Charlene Fields

Foundation

http://members.InstantChurchDirectory.com 
http://members.InstantChurchDirectory.com 
mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
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Zoom Worship 
and Communion 
Sunday, September 6, 10:30am
On the first Sunday of September we will 
have live Zoom worship again.  This is an 
excellent chance to share the Lord’s Supper 
together and see the people we love and care 
about in worship. The invitation for Zoom 
worship will come in your email on Friday, 
September 4th.  If you would like to receive 
the Zoom link, contact Pat Cash in the church 
office (pcash@hmpc.org).

Waking Up with 
the Word 
Tuesday, September 8
A men’s bible study group that 
meets every Tuesday morning 
at 6:30am via Zoom. The 
group studies the scripture 
text that will be preached on 
the following Sunday. No previous Bible 
study experience is needed. The group centers 
their study around three questions: What is a 
word or phrase that stands out to you in the 
text? Allow that word or phrase to prompt 
a memory from your life, a thought on the 
passage or a metaphor. What is Christ calling 
you to through the scripture text? Contact 
Mac Schafer (mschafer@hmpc.org) to receive 
the Zoom invitation

Seeing the Word 
This group uses the art work from the Saint 
John’s Illuminated Bible to study scripture 
texts. Presently it is meeting via Zoom on 
the third Monday of the month at 12 noon. 
Contact Mac Schafer (mschafer@hmpc.org) 
to receive the Zoom invitation.

Brown Bag with 
Pastor Mac 

Brown Bag will meet on 
Monday, September 14th, 
due to Labor Day holiday, 
at 12 noon,  via Zoom. This 
group has done book studies, 
discusses articles and thinks 
through issues of faith and 

culture. Contact Mac Schafer 
(mschafer@hmpc.org) to receive the 

Zoom invitation.

Presbyterian Pint  
A men’s group that meets on the fourth 
Thursday of the month. This group has 
historically met at an area pub for beer, 
fellowship and discussion on faith and 
culture. During COVID-19 the group has 
been meeting via Zoom. Folks can still be 
seen enjoying a beer and discussing various 
topics Mac shares with the group. Contact 
Mac Schafer (mschafer@hmpc.org) to receive 
the Zoom invitation.

Adult Faith Formation

mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=zoom%20worship%20%26%20Communion
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=waking%20up%20with%20the%20word
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=waking%20up%20with%20the%20word
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=waking%20up%20with%20the%20word
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=waking%20up%20with%20the%20word
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Online Community 
Stay in community with us online at Twitter (Hudson Memorial PC), 
Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). Our Twitter 
and Instagram accounts have quotes, poetry, prayer, scripture, and images. 
Follow us and like us!

Sacred Conversations 
September 13, 20 & 27
Sacred Conversations continues to meet and 
explore the theme from Psalm 137 “how 
can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange 
land.” As we enter another season with a 
global pandemic, we continue to look to our 
ancestors in faith and remember, as they did, 

how God made provision for them even in the 
darkest of times and the harshest conditions. 
All are welcome to join us at 11:30am via 
Zoom.

Sacred Conversations will also meet October 
11, 18 and 25, and November 8, 15 and 22.

Popcorn and Presbyterians Pondering      
Sunday, September 20    
6-7 pm via Zoom
Throughout the fall the Adult Committee 
is hosting a series of thought provoking 
conversations based on documentaries and 
movies that help us engage selected topics. 
Participants will watch each film ahead of 
time then join others via Zoom to share their 
reflections.
   The first in the series will focus on Hudson’s 
commitment as a Hunger Action Congregation 
using the documentary The Biggest Little 
Farm. We will consider this film through the 
lens of the Lifestyle Integrity Component of 

Adult Faith Formation

Hunger Action: how sustainable practices 
reflect God’s intention that the earth provide 
enough resources for all its inhabitants and 
what we are called to do to restore justice 
and protect creation.

   The Biggest Little Farm is available 
on DVD and multiple streaming services 
including YouTube, Hulu and Amazon Prime. 

So get the film, prepare your snacks and enjoy 
the show! 
   If you plan to join us September 20, e-mail 
Debbie Kirk at dkirk@hmpc.org. We will 
publicize the Zoom link the week before the 
event. We look forward to pondering this film 
and important topic with you!

mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org.?subject=popcorn
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Youth Group 
News 
This Week

• There will be no youth gatherings this 
Holiday Weekend.  Enjoy your Labor 
Day and please look over the list below 
of  upcoming events.  

• Explorers 5-6-7 Sunday School Class 
will meet Sunday, September 13, at 9:30.   
Please watch your email for details.    

• Sunday, September 13th 5:00 pm- The 
Middle School Youth are having a 
“Fellowship Hike to North Hills for 
Burgers and Ice Cream.   Please bring 
money for your food at 5 Guys Burgers 
& Ben & Jerrys.  Also, wear comfortable 
shoes and please bring a mask and a 
water bottle.  

• Saturday, September 19th – High School 
Youth Afternoon Service Project.  This 
is a GREAT way to get some community 
service hours.  
Watch for 
location and 
times. 

•  Sunday, 
September 
27th – Tie Dye 
T-Shirt Night.  
Please bring one 
100% cotton 
white t-shirt 
and pre-wash it 

Youth

Sunday Strolls 
Fellowship

Your Fellowship Committee invites all of you 
that are willing and able to join us on a few 
walks this fall. A chance to see each other, 
visit from a distance, get some fresh air and 
exercise.  
September 13th, 9am 
HMPC Church Parking lot, Labyrinth side. 
Let’s walk around the neighborhood! Follow 
up with a Labyrinth walk if you choose to. 
If you would rather sit and chat while others 
walk, bring a chair and sit apart. Bring your 
masks! 

From August 30th stroll for NC Art Museum
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Presbyterian Campus Ministries
I Am Proud To Be A Member Of PCM
by Merritt Dickinson

Presbyterian Campus Ministries

I am Merritt Dickinson, a Senior at NC State 
University and the 
Presbyterian Campus 
Ministry’s president. 
I am proud to be a 
part of PCM, and 
so thankful for the 
support that Hudson 
has continued to give 
me and PCM. 
When you come 
to college, you are 
leaving your family, 
your church, and 

everything that you are used to. Even though 
NC State is 20 minutes away from where I 
grew up, it felt like a world away. The normal 
struggles of college made this gap seem even 
farther, and as I experienced new things and 
people, I realized exactly what I was missing- 
a church family here at NC State. Throughout 
my first two years of college, I was scared to 
come to PCM. I was worried that I wouldn’t 
fit in or be good enough for the group. I 
finally worked up the courage to walk into 
PCM at the beginning of my junior year, and 
luckily, I was completely wrong in my fears.
I was welcomed by students and leadership 
who wanted to get to know me, and created 
an environment where I felt comfortable to 
be me. This not only meant my talkative and 
positive self, but also the “me” on my sad 
days, anxious days, as well as excited and 

uncertain days. Last year 
was filled with Wednesday 
night meals of laughing 
as much as we ate, deep 
conversations, card games, trips, and most 
importantly forming relationships that lasted 
throughout a 5 month quarantine. 
When presented with the idea of becoming 
president, I said yes without hesitation. I knew 
if I was going to dive deeper into anything 
during my last year of college, it would be 
PCM. This year we have been working as a 
leadership team to create the safest forms of 
fellowship that we can, welcoming all people. 
During times of Covid and uncertainty, we 
have worked to be the family that I and many 
others miss at the beginning of college. We 
have facilitated connection amidst social 
distancing, we have created a safe space to 
speak about the struggles of college, and we 
have created a welcoming environment to 
walk into, whether it is your first time or your 
hundredth time, whether it is outside in the 
courtyard or in a zoom meeting. 
I am proud to be a member and leader at 
PCM, and I am proud to be a part of the 
Hudson church family. I am so thankful for 
the support Hudson gives to PCM, a group 
that will continue to work to become an 
environment that welcomes all-I know this 
from experience.

continued on next page
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Special Offering for Presbyterian Campus Ministries
Sunday, September 13
We will be receiving a Special Offering for Presbyterian Campus Ministries. As an 
extension of the ministry of the Presbyterian Church (USA), PCM of Raleigh seeks to be a unique 
voice of God’s grace on the college campuses in our community. You may drop your donation 
in the church’s mailbox (under the large oak, across from the office,) mail it, donate online or 
text to give. Here is how to text to give: Here is how to text to give: Text amount to 888-906-
0744. (example: 25 pcm). 

Presbyterian Campus Ministries
PCM Would Not Be Possible Without Support
by Nick Billman

Presbyterian Campus Ministries

    Presbyterian Campus Ministry was a major 
part of my college experience.  I joined when 
I was a freshman and immediately made 
friends on my first trip, which was Montreat 
college conference.  Throughout the 4 years I 
spent as a member of PCM I was a part of the 
Leadership Team and I spent time being one 
of the cooks for Wednesday evenings.  As a 
part of Leadership Team I had the opportunity 
to help plan weekly activities and make 
decisions about what we would do and what 
the theme for the year should be.  
    PCM also takes part in many amazing 
trips throughout the year.  These range from 

Spring Break 
learning 
trips, 
weekend 
retreats 
throughout 
the year, and 
Montreat 
college 
conference 
every year.  
All of 
these trips 
provided me with opportunities to get to know 
the people that were in PCM and to share 
experiences.  
    PCM would not be possible without the 
support of churches in our area.  Special 
offerings like Hudson is taking are what 
allow the different trips to happen and allow 
for students to spend time with their peers.  
Please consider giving what you can in order 
to support PCM.  
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Calendar 

Sunday, September 6
• 10:30am – Zoom Worship & 

Communion

Tuesday, September 8
• 6:30am – Waking Up with the Word
• 9:30am – Staff Meeting
• 1pm – Single Way
• 6 pm - PW Council
• 6:30 pm - HMP Board Meeting
• 7 pm - Adult Education Committee                                                                                                     
• 7 pm – Boy Scouts (West Lawn)

Wednesday, September 9
• 9:15am – Women at the Well
• 6:30 pm - Children’s Ministry

Saturday, September 12
• Eagle Scout Project (fire pit, labyrinth, 

North lot)
Sunday, September 13

• 9 am - Sunday Stroll (Labyrinth)
• 9:30 am – Explorers 5-6-7 Sunday 

School
• 11:30am – Sacred Conversations
• 1 pm - Inquirer’s Class
• 5 pm - MS Fellowship Hike, Burgers & 

Ice Cream

Meetings are by Zoom unless noted otherwise. 
If you have not received an e-mail invitation 
to attend a meeting, contact your group 
leader.

Bibles & 
Curriculum
This past Sunday Children’s Ministry passed 
out Bibles to 3 & 4 year olds, Kindergarteners 
and 3rd graders, along with the September 
Sunday School curriculum.

Children
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Property

Assisting Capital 
Towers
Some of you may have noticed  many cars 
and trucks parked in the church parking lot 
Monday through Friday over the past six 
months.  In an effort to support the upgrade 
of Capital Towers Senior Living Facility, we 
have allowed construction workers to park at 
our church.  Parking is limited on the Capital 
Towers property, so we are happy we can help 
in this way.  Capital Towers was originally 
built in the 1970s and was an effort by Raleigh 
Presbyterian churches to provide affordable 
housing for seniors.  The facilities are overdue 
for an upgrade so we are happy to provide 
assistance at this time.  The upgrades are 
scheduled to be complete by February of 2021. 
The construction company has made several 
donations to the church for our assistance.

Prayers for 
Households
During this time when we are physically apart, 
we can all benefit from the collective prayers 
of others. Beginning today, the Deacons will 
be praying for a list of specific households 
each week. These households will be listed 
in the Weekly Window, and we invite the 
congregation to pray for them during that 
week as well. As always, if you have a specific 
request for prayer at any time, you can submit 

deacon ministry
a prayer request from the website or you 
may call 919-787-1086 and press 2 for the 
Deacon’s Prayer Line.
Prayer Households for week of September 6th 
- Please keep these families in your prayers:
• Sandra Acai
• Margaret & Gary Alexander
• Jolene, Taylor & Elin Allard
• Sonia & Russell Allen and Martie & 

Rebekah Surasky and Riley and Reese 
Allen

• Amanda & Daniel Anderson
• Theresa & Nathan Ash and Serena and 

Gracey
• Aleta & Ron Ash
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Accessing Staff & Deacon on Call
During the time that the office is closed due to COVID-19, please be assured that you can still 
get in touch with all staff and the Deacons’ Prayer Line. Below is a list of staff and their e-mail 
addresses. Staff is monitoring e-mails and voice mails multiple times a day, and the Deacon 
on Call is accessing voice mails left on the Deacon Prayer Line at least twice a day. We will 
continue to stay in touch, even though it is not face-to-face at this time. The Deacon on Call this 
month is Pat Balletta.  

Social Media
You may also follow Hudson on social media. Hudson Memorial is on Twitter (Hudson 
Memorial PC), Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). The staff will post 
regularly.

Staff Directory
Mac Schafer – mschafer@hmpc.org
Pastor & Head of Staff  

Debbie Kirk – dkirk@hmpc.org
Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture

Aleta Ash – aash@hmpc.org
Minister of Visitation

Philip Hayden – phayden@hmpc.org
Music Director & Composer

Frank Boyd – fboyd@hmpc.org
Director of Youth Ministries

Rachael McConnell– rmcconnell@hmpc.org
Director of Children & Family Ministries

Gina Hayek – ghayek@hmpc.org
Director of Joyful Noise

Carol Yeargin – yeargin@bellsouth.net
Organist

Pat Cash – pcash@hmpc.org  
Business Administrator

Susan Gressel – sgressel@hmpc.org
Bookkeeper

Dorothy Roche – droche@hmpc.org
Preschool Director

Joyce Hawkins – jhawkins@hmpc.org
Assistant Preschool Director

Hope Parangi – hparangi@yahoo.com  
Church Hostess    

Operations

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:aash%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:phayden%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:fboyd%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:rmcconnell%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:ghayek%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:yeargin%40bellsouth.net?subject=
mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:sgressel%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:droche%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:jhawkins%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:hparangi%40yahoo.com?subject=
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