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Giving Ministry
Commitment Sunday, November 10
by John James

As part of last year’s pledge campaign, 
I led a group exercise in Westminster 
Hall, in which members named things 

they were grateful for at Hudson, then wrote 
them on Post-It Notes. I have been keeping the 
notes in a box for almost a year, and finally got 
a chance to read them all this week.
   Some themes emerged over and over: 
Members appreciate Hudson’s music ministry. 
We love our ministers and our staff. We are 
grateful for the joyful presence of children and 
youth in the church. Many of us mentioned 
our Sunday school classes and other christian 
education opportunities.
   Other notes were more personal. Some wrote 
about their abilities: to sew, to drive, to live 
independently, to help neighbors. One person 
wrote, “I can still see enough to play bridge.”
  Several people were grateful for past 
experiences and accomplishments: of the 
church that formed them in their youth, of 
military service overseas, of milestones 
in their jobs. One person was grateful for 
mistakes they had made in their early work 
life, enabling them to persevere and eventually 
discover a better path to follow. 
   One note spoke of gratitude for Hudson, “a 
caring place of unique people, eager to share, 
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love, and nurture each other.”
   Hudson is a unique expression of the body 
of Christ. Our special identity flows through 
the stories that we share, echoing across the 
generations.
   I hope to say more about this “treasure 
box” of Post-It Notes in the upcoming weeks. 
God bless you all for your generous support 
of Hudson’s budget and for all the gifts you 
bring to our church family! Please bring your 
financial pledge for 2020 to worship next 
Sunday.
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Online Sermons 
Hudson’s sermons are available online. If you were unable to attend a 
worship service, you can listen to the sermon at https://www.hmpc.org/
sermons. Closed captioning is also available.

Special Offering
Good Samaritan Fund
Sunday, November 10 
We will be receiving a special offering for the Good Samaritan 
Fund, a discretionary account outside of the annual operating 
budget that is used to assist HMPC members and others who are 
experiencing financial or other distress. You may donate online or 
text to give. Text amount Samaritan to 888-906-0744 (example: 
25 Samaritan). If you have not done this before, you will be 
prompted to enter your information. Once it has been entered, 
you will not have to enter it again.
  

Missions
Tend My Sheep
Sunday, November 24
Each month we come 
together as a congregation 
to collect one pre-selected 
item to benefit a local group 
in need. This month we 
are collecting gift cards 
for Grandfather Children’s 
Home.

The Gathering: Forming our Faith
Sunday Morning Learning 
Opportunities
November 10 

• Westminster Hall – Come to the Table: Hunger in a World of 
Plenty 1. Together we will review the biblical mandate to care for earth 
in sustainable ways and reflect on the spiritual as well as physical aspects of choosing the 
food we consume so that healthy food is available for everyone. Facilitated by Debbie Kirk.

• Room 200: “How to Disagree Constructively and Find Common Ground.” John 
Oldenburg will facilitate.

• Parlor – “Dear Saints in Corinth and in HMPC”. Join us for this fascinating study of 
1st Corinthians using Paul through Mediterranean Eyes by Kenneth Bailey. Led by Susan 
Grigg. 

• John Knox - The book of Romans is the bible study for the fall led by Nancy Law. This 
offering is a “deep dive” into the book of Romans. We will review the context of the apostle 
Paul’s letter to first century Christians as through study and conversation we will seek to 
discern how to interpret it for our 21st century lives.
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Spiritual Growth & Nurture
Brown Bag
Monday, November 4

Brown Bag meets on the first 
Monday of each month at 
noon in Westminster Hall. 
Pastor Mac brings faith-
based topics to discuss as a 
group. Bring a bag lunch. 
Beverages are provided. For 

more information contact Mac at 
mschafer@hmpc.org.

Waking Up with   
the Word
Tuesday, November 5
This men’s scripture 
study meets the first and 
third Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 a.m. in 
the Karl Hudson Room 
before heading off to 
work. This is a great way 
to get to know other men of the church. Mac 
frames each study with three simple questions. 
No preparation is needed, just show up, pour 
a cup of coffee and we will share our thoughts 
on the scripture passage. For more information 
contact Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org.  

Bonhoeffer Babes
Tuesday, November 5
Bonhoeffer Babes 
will meet at 7 p.m. at 
The Crafty Beer Shop 
at Lafayette Village 
(8450 Honeycutt 
Road). We will discuss the rest of The Year of 
Living Biblically by A.J. Jacobs. In December 
we will begin discussing our next book, The 
Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
   We welcome women of all ages who love 
books and informal conversation to come read 
with us! Contact Kelly Boone (boonekr@
gmail.com) for more information.

Inquirers Class
Sunday, November 17
The Inquirers Class for those interested in 
membership will be held following the worship 
service in the Karl Hudson Room (#100) and 
lasts about two hours. The class covers what it 
means to be a Christian, a Presbyterian, and a 
member of Hudson Memorial. 
   Childcare is available if you register ahead of 
time. Registration forms are available on New 
Member Bulletin Board in the main hallway, or 
online at hmpc.org/visit-us/join-the-church. 
   Registration deadline for the class and 
childcare is Wednesday, November 13th.

Social Media 
Hudson Memorial is on Twitter (Hudson Memorial PC), Instagram 
(hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). Our Twitter and 
Instagram accounts have quotes, poetry, prayer, scripture, and images. 
Follow us and like us!
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Music
The Hymns We Love to Sing - Part 2

Do you have ‘an old 
favorite’ of a hymn? 
How old is ‘old’? How 

new is ‘new’? We have begun 
to look at the vast treasury 
of historical hymn styles we 
are blest to have in our new 
hymnal. We see that there is 
no one style of ‘old, favorite 
hymn’. Today, let’s consider 
a bit about congregational 
singing in early America.

Early American 
Congregational Singing 
As in many other areas of 
life, early church singing in 
America was influenced by 
English church customs. In 
the 1600’s and early 1700’s 
in America, the metrical 
singing of psalms formed 
the canon of American 
congregational singing. (Think 
Praise God, from Whom All 
Blessings Flow.) ‘Human 
inspired’ songs, or hymns, 
were discouraged and not 
used. Even after the beautiful 
hymns of Isaac Watts and 
others gained favor in English 
churches, the colonies lagged 
behind, and clung to the older, 

(and in the opinion of many, 
less musically interesting), 
psalm settings. But an original 
development in the colonies 
led to the introduction of new 
music – singing schools!
  Singing Schools originated 
in New England in the 
early 1700’s as an attempt 
to improve the quality of 
congregational singing in 
churches. What a great idea! 
Though the singing schools 
took place mainly in church 
buildings, they were not 
necessarily church related, and 
they were not church services. 
They existed to improve the 
singing of congregations!
   Needing material to sing, 
tunebooks were written, the 
first being published in 1721.
These books originally only 
used psalm settings, but 
gradually introduced newly 
composed texts and music, 
(radical!), and eventually 
included more advanced 
pieces – anthems – that could 
be sung by more advanced 
singers. (Think the ‘Chancel 
Choir’) 
   By the second half of the 

1700’s some hymns written 
by Charles Wesley, Isaac 
Watts and others began to 
be introduced, notably in 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 
written in 1766 for American 
Baptists. These ‘new-fangled 
hymns’ gained popularity over 
the old, somewhat stodgy 
psalm settings. American 
congregational singing was 
beginning to wake up!

Shape Note Singing and 
Early American Hymnals 
As we consider church singing 
in America, one of the most 
interesting and influential 
developments was the creation 
of early hymn collections, 
which grew out of the Singing 
School movement, and 
introduced a new development 
– shape note singing. 
   Shape note singing was a 
sort of ‘Do-Re-Mi’ method of 
music reading, made possible 
by using different shapes 
for different notes. You may 
have seen an old hymn book 
that looks something like the 
sample below. Every note on 

(Continued on page 5)
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Worship & The Arts 
Thanksgiving Ecumenical   
Worship Service 
Tuesday, November 26
Grace Lutheran Church (5010 Six Forks Road) will host the 
annual ecumenical Thanksgiving service at 7 p.m. Hudson 
friends and members are invited to attend. This is a combined 
worship service which includes the community and the following 
congregations: The Fountain of Raleigh Fellowship, Grace 
Lutheran Church, Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church, North 
Haven Church, Saint Mark’s United Methodist Church, Saint 
Timothy’s Episcopal Church and Trinity Baptist Church.

Deacon Ministry
Living to the Edge of the Frame
A Workshop for Those in Transition and  
Those Who Will Be 
Saturday, November 9
10 a.m.-12 p.m. in Westminster Hall
Our lives are filled with physical, emotional, and spiritual 
transitions necessary for healthy growth and these we welcome 
with enthusiasm. However, many of life’s transitions are 
unexpected and unwelcome, and without the tools to manage 
them we find ourselves stuck and unable to function well. Some 
of the most frustrating transitions are the decline of physical 
and mental abilities but our lives need not become smaller 
when they occur. 
    Elder Consultant Liisa Ogburn was a popular workshop 
leader at HMPC a few years ago and we are pleased to have 
her return to lead this important conversation as she helps 
us identify positive aspects of living within our “frames” as 
they change. In addition she will share spiritual practices that 
employ our faith as a primary resource. All members and 
friends of HMPC are invited! Please sign up at the table 
across from the Karl Hudson room.

the musical staff had a distinct 
shape! Originally just four 
note names were used, though 
eventually this was expanded 
to seven. Believe it or not, all 
this aided in sight reading new 
music, and it became widely 
used in singing schools, 
especially in the southern U.S.
   Some early American 
hymnbooks, notably Southern 
Harmony, (1835), and The 
Sacred Harp, (1844), utilized 
shape note singing, but even 
more importantly to us, these 
hymn books introduced some 
memorable new American 
hymn tunes, which are now 
a rich part of our American 
church music heritage. Hymns 
such as Amazing Grace, the 
hymn tune BEACH SPRING 
(think God, Whose Giving 
Knows No Ending), and 
Brethren, We Have Met to 
Worship all first appeared in 
shape note hymn books in 
early 19th century America. 
Some of these hymns might 
be your ‘good, old-fashioned 
hymns’ that you love to sing. 
   In our next installment, 
we will look at more much 
loved hymns growing out 
of the American religious 
environment of the 19th 
century. Till then, ‘…sing and 
make music in your heart to 
the Lord…’ (Ephesians 5:19b)

Music
(Continued from page 4)
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Youth
News
Special thanks to everyone 
who helped make this year’s 
Fall Festival so much fun, 
and also to the NC State Fair 
chaperones who kept everyone 
safe and together last Sunday.  

Middle School News 
• November 3 (tonight) 

Phil and Friends 
rehearsal at 5 p.m. in the 
sanctuary.

• November 10 – Santa 
Sprint to Target as we 
shop for others. Watch 
for details (6-7:30 p.m.). 

• November 17 – Faith 
& Sexuality at White 
Memorial Presbyterian 
Church. We will meet 
at 4:30 p.m. at Hudson 
and return by 7:30 p.m. 
(RSVP Frank Boyd if 
you plan would like to 
participate, as supper is 
included and I need to let 
the host church know our 
numbers). 

High School News 
• November 3 (tonight) 

Phil and Friends 
rehearsal at 5 p.m. in the 
sanctuary.

• November 10 – Next 
week we will gather at 
the regular time (6-7:30 
p.m.) to discuss and 

reflect on “Privilege & 
Racism.” 

• November 17  
Brainstorming Youth 
Sunday Luncheon at 
a Place at the Table.  
Watch for details. Please 
be thinking about what 
you would like to do this 
year. 

Looking Ahead
• Ski Trip to 

Wintergreen is on 
Monday, January 20th, 
the MLK Holiday. Now 
is the time to register if 
you plan to go. Friends 
are welcome, as are 
parent chaperones. 
Sign up soon and avoid 

the wait list. St. Giles 
Presbyterian Youth will 
be joining us. Flyers can 
be found on the church 
website and in the wall 
pockets outside of Frank 
Boyd’s church office. 
The registration deadline 
is December 15th!

• Montreat Youth 
Conference – The 
Montreat Youth 
Conference for July 
19-25, 2020 will fill up 
quickly, so if you want 
to avoid the wait list, 
please sign up ASAP.

2020 Calendar News
• January 5 – Rise 

Against Hunger 
Packaging Meals with 
St. Giles & West Raleigh 
Presbyterian Youth 
Groups 

• January 20 – Ski Trip
• January 26 – Tacos, 

Tunes, & Tiramisu 
Fundraiser Luncheon

• February 23 – Youth 
Sunday 

• March 13-15 – High 
School Retreat at Camp 
Don Lee

• June 14-20 – Mission 
Trip 

• July 19-25 – Montreat 
• August 18-20ish  

Whitewater Rafting 
Adventure 

STATE FAIR  – Youth 
enjoyed games and rides at 
the NC State Fair last Sunday.
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Worship & the Arts

provides the perfect space for 
storytelling and singing every 
Monday morning!  
   Moving further into fall and 
the holiday season HMP is 
looking forward to our annual 
canned food drive collection 
for North Raleigh Ministries 
which begins mid-November. 
   If you have any questions 
or would like to visit the 
preschool please contact 
Dorothy Roche at droche@
hmpc.org or call 919-787-
1792.

Preschool
There has been a lot of 
exciting things happening 
at the preschool this fall. 
We enjoyed a wonderful 
Preschool Sunday morning 
service full of upbeat music 
and our children’s art on 
display. The day was topped 
off with Fall Fest with so 
many HMP families in 
attendance! 
   Our rising kindergarten 
parents were invited to 
attend an information session 
presented by Libby Taylor 

founder of SchoolUp Wake. 
With so many opportunities 
within Wake County the 
session covered all public, 
magnet and charter school 
choices as well as application 
deadline dates, calendar 
options and transportation 
issues. For further information 
please contact Libby Taylor at 
www.Wakeupschool.com 
   Our three and four year 
olds have been enjoying 
outdoor Chapel in the open 
north property, this space 

KIRKIN’ O’ TH’ TARTAN – The communion table (left) 
displays the fabric that was brought to the worship service last 
Sunday. Nancy and Mike Law (right) wore kilts.
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Calendar
Thursday, November 7
Children’s Hope Alliance (JK)
Amazing Grays Lunch (Nantucket Grill)
Boys & Girls Homes of NC (200)
Children’s Hope Alliance (JK)

10:00 am
11:30 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

Friday, November 8
No activities scheduled

Saturday, November 9
Handbells (Capital Handbell Festival)
Deacon Congregational Workshop (WH)
St. Timothy Youth Teacher Retreat (JK)

9:00 am
10:00 am 
3:00 pm

Sunday, November 10
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confirmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship
Fellowship 
Nursery Wing Closes
Phil & Friends (Sanctuary)
MS Target Spring Shopping
HS Youth

  

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Sunday, November 3
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship
Fellowship (front patio)
Nursery Wing Closes
FIT (Library)
Phil & Friends (Choir Room)

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

10:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
12:00 pm
5:00 pm

Monday, November 4
Brown Bag Lunch (WH)
Boys & Girls Homes of NC (200)
PW Coordinating Team (JK)
Nominating (Library)
Al-Anon, Alateen, Alakid (GH)

12:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Tuesday, November 5
Waking Up With the Word (KH)
ROMEO’s (Bojangles Atlantic Ave.)
Single Way (Applebees)
Daisy/Brownie Troop 1968 (215)
E&O (KH)
Bonhoeffer Babes (The Crafty Beer Shop)
Boy Scout Troop #376 (GH)

6:30 am
7:45 am
1:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

 
Wednesday, November 6
Women at the Well (Parlor)
Hudson Handbells (Sanctuary)
Chancel Choir (Sanctuary)

9:15 am
6:15 pm
7:30 pm

this


