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Last week my Waking Up with the Word group 
was studying Luke 1:26-38.  The story of the 
angel Gabriel visiting Mary to inform her that 
she is to have a son.  It is an understatement 
to say this was a confusing, scary and wild 
moment for Mary.  I find it helpful to put 
myself in the shoes of the teenage Mary who 
will soon have deal with family and friends, 
trying to explain a pregnancy that is impossible 
to explain and somehow sound rational.  
Regardless of how the pregnancy came about, 
she was going to give birth. 
It is also an understatement to say this year has 
been confusing, scary and wild. I’m sure for 
all of us it has brought out our imperfections.  
There have been moments where we have 
dealt with things with grace and other times 
where the frustration has gotten the best of 
us.  Like Mary going through nine months of 
pregnancy, we have gone through nine months 
of a pandemic.  Mary was birthing a savior.  I 
wonder what is being birthed in us through a 
pandemic?
I’m sure each of us have had days where we 
said, like Mary to Gabriel, “How can this be?” 
How can this be that we are dealing with this 
pandemic?  How long will my life be altered 
because of this?  I think we all can agree that 

MAC’S MEANDERINGS

What is Being Birthed?

Mary’s life was 
altered forever by 
her pregnancy.  I 
think our lives will 
be forever impacted 
by the nine months 
we’ve been through 
together.  
Mary eventually 
gave birth to Jesus.  I wonder what we will 
birth as a community of faith as a result of 
journeying through this pandemic together?  
What new life is coming in 2021 for us 
as a church?  How will the ways we have 
altered ministry impact long-term ministry 
through Hudson?  It remains to be seen.  I am 
optimistic that we will be a more faithful and 
nimble congregation for going through this 
together.
Luke 1:26-38 ends with Mary saying, “Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.”  May those be all of 
our words as we enter 2021.
Merry Christmas,

Mac
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Waking Up with 
the Word 
Resumes Tuesday, 
January 5th
Waking Up with the Word will 
resume on January 5, 2021, 
meeting at the WH Patio, weather permitting. 
The group studies the scripture text that will be 
preached on the following Sunday. No previous 
Bible study experience is needed. The group 
centers their study around three questions - 1.What 
is a word or phrase that stands out to you in the 
text? 2. Allow that word or phrase to prompt a 
memory from your life, a thought on the passage 
or a metaphor. 3. What is Christ calling you to 
through the scripture text? Contact Mac Schafer 
(mschafer@hmpc.org) for more information. Kick 
off the New Year by joining this group.

Adult Faith Formation

Worship & the Arts

ZOOM Worship on December 27th at 
10:30 a.m.
There will be one service via ZOOM on Sunday, 
December 27th at 10:30 a.m.  We are suspending 
outside worship for the 27th and January 3rd.  We 
look forward to seeing many of you on ZOOM on 
the 27th.  It will be a chance for those of you who 
have been coming to outside worship and those of 
you viewing worship from home to come together. 
Click here for the link.

Women at the Well
Daytime Winter 
Semester
Women at the Well Winter 
Semester begins on January 
6th via Zoom. Women of 
all ages and stages meet from 9:15-10:00 am each 
Wednesday for conversation and prayer using 
a book that guides our personal and communal 
reflections. Our winter selection  is  The Cup of 
Our Life by Joyce Rupp, best selling author and 

spiritual director. She creatively  
illustrates how the ordinary cups 
we use each day can become 
sacred vessels that connect 
readers with life and bring them 
into closer union with the Divine. 
She explores how the cup is a rich 
symbol of life, with its emptiness 
and fullness, its brokenness and 
flaws, and its many blessings. 

During this difficult time, many of us are being 
more attentive to the sense of the divine we find in 
ordinary things and The Cup of Our Life will be a 
wonderful resource for women who would like to 
be filled at the deep well of fellowship where Holy 
Spirit meets us. 
Current participants have received the information 

about registration and book purchase, we would 
love others to join us. If you have not already 
ordered a book through the office, you should 
purchase the book on your own. 

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
https://zoom.us/j/92434550971?pwd=Z2hWM1RNVU9iU1RFUUJPRkNQMUhoZz09
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While the church building has been 
closed for much of 2020, the HMPC 
labyrinth has stayed open.  If you 
have never walked a labyrinth we 
encourage you to take advantage of 
this tool that can help your prayer life 
and spiritual practice of listening.  Our 
labyrinth is open 24 hours a day and is 
lit up at night.  We encourage you to 
walk the labyrinth on New Years Eve 
or New Years Day.  In other words, 
walk in the new year.  

Near the labyrinth is a wooden box 
with guides and instructions on how 
to walk a labyrinth.  We will put a 
special guide in this box for your use 
as the calendar turns to 2021.  Also 
in the box is a public journal.  If 
something especially speaks to you 
on your labyrinth walk, share it in the 
public journal.

One of the simplest tools to use 
when walking a labyrinth are the 3 
Rs:  Release, Receive & Return.  On 
your way towards the center of the 
labyrinth RELEASE any burdens you 
are carrying.  Near or at the center, 
RECEIVE anything God may be 
trying to tell you.  On your way out of 
the labyrinth think about how you will 
RETURN to wherever you are going.  
How are you changed or renewed?

The labyrinth is a great spot for silence, 
meditative breathing and listening for 
metaphor.  May God use your labyrinth 
walk to help you listen for your calling 
as we enter 2021.  

Walk In 2021 on the HMPC Labyrinth

"Not all those who wander are lost." 
J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring

Adult Faith Formation
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Prayers for 
Households
During this time when we are physically apart, 
we can all benefit from the prayers of others. 
Starting at the beginning of our church directory, 
the Deacons are praying for 7 member households 
each week, with the goal of praying for each 
and every member of our congregation. These 
households are listed below so the congregation 
can have the opportunity to join in praying for 
them as well. In addition, each household will 
receive a positive note of encouragement from 
the Deacons in the mail.  As always, if you have 
a specific request for prayer at any time, you 
can submit a prayer request from the website 
or you may call 919-787-1086 and press 2 for 
the Deacon’s Prayer Line. Deacon on Call for 
December is Ace Ornt and Judie Greenawalt is the 
Deacon on Call for January.
Prayer Households for this week. Please keep these 
families in your prayers:
• Nancy and Tatum Eyre
• B., Eric, Mary Aline, Anna and Kate Fertin
• Charlene and Bob Fields
• Irene Fleming
• Harriet Fletcher
• Marsha & Bill Flueckinger
• Greg & Lauren Flueckinger

Deacons

Youth Group News 
Youth Programs This Week
Looking Ahead

• The Explorers 5-6-7 Sunday School Class 
will begin classes again January 10, with 
Sharon Cole teaching.  Enjoy your Holiday 
and please watch your email and the Weekly 
Window for details about our next class.  
Many thanks to all of the teachers who have 
been so dedicated in leading our classes this 
fall outside and on Zoom.      

• The High School Youth Group will meet 
January 10 to continue organizing for Youth 
Sunday.  Enjoy your Holiday, be safe, and 
please watch your email, text messages, and 
the Weekly Window for details about our 
next gathering.   Special thanks to all our 
wonderful leaders who have been so flexible 
all fall with our programs.   

• Youth Sunday is February 14 - High School 
Youth, please be thinking and praying as we 
begin the process of discerning as a group 
what we think God would have us share this 
year.   What is God calling you to do?   How 
can you share your gifts with your community 
of faith?   Middle Schoolers (grades 5-8), 
are needed for help with ushering, greeting, 
and more.   Watch for details and let Frank 
Boyd know what part of the service you are 
interested in helping out with.

• Flyers for Massanetta (June 22-25), Montreat 
2021 (July 18-24), and the High School 
Lock-in this Spring can be found on the 
church website.  

Youth Ministry
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January
1 - Nnenna Nduka
3 - Noelle Newnam
4 - James Dudeck
5 - Dan Vig, Katherine Meeks, Sarah Bedini, 

Donna Lynch, Dorothy Roche
6 - William Keever, Ed White
7 - Christine Schneider
7 - Richard Moser, Kelly Capps
8 - Natalie Randolph, Tate Brandt, Jim Seitz
9 - Davis Jennings, JoLee Carpenito
10 - Shirley Bennett 
12 - Mary Carmen Dawkins, Jacob Frelich, 

Annabelle Pate
13 - Emily Brown, Rachael McConnell
15 - Glenn Kennedy, Leigh Magee, Hunter 

Moriarity, Hayden Moriarity, Kristin Moriarity
16 - Alice Jackson

Birthdays

17 - Jake Richardson, Beth McIntire, Corey 
Stafford, Patti Saleeby, Hayes Atkinson

18 - Maria Plentl 
20 - Amanda Anderson, Susan Davis, Phil James
21 - Zoë Edge
22 - Kay Emanuel, Pat Brown
24 - Becky Hughes, Burns Boyce, John Mitterling, 

Carr Jennings
25 - Maggie Bunzey, Sonja Puryear, Richard 

Rogers, Kurt Conger
26 - Dylan Coonse, Jenny Crosson, Talley Krause, 

Suzanne Story, Sandy Schilder
27 - Craig Morris
28 - Catherine Cox, Richard Rodgers
29 - Jason Huesgen, Remy Huesgen, Jeanna 

Gatten, Virginia Lilyquist
30 - Jack Llewellyn
31 - Wilson Cheeley, Michelle Baur, Tom Priester, 

Libby Hnat

You’ve heard of the 12 Days of Christmas, the 
liturgical season which begins Christmas day 
and ends of Epiphany, January 5th.  This year we 
hope you’re already enjoying THE 12 DAYS OF 
CHRISTMAS JOY!  Look for an email from the 
church each day, with a link.  We are recreating 
a complete Christmas Joy Celebration, compiled 
from video recordings of past years’ concerts.  The 
concert began on Christmas, and you’re not too 
late to tune in!
You’ll enjoy guest artists, the Children’s Choir, the 
Hudson Handbell Ringers, the Youth Ensemble, 
the Chancel Choir, and our talented organist, Carol 
Yeargin.  Each day, one or two beautiful Christmas 
numbers performed by your Hudson friends and 
guest artists.  It will be especially heartwarming 
to see some of your Hudson friends who are no 

longer with us, including little children who have 
now even graduated from college.  What a treat - 
The 12 Days of Christmas – click on it!

Worship & the Arts

THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS JOY!
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End of Year Gifts
If you wish to make a contribution to complete your annual pledge or make a designated gift payment 
for the 2020 financial year, deliver your payment to HMPC by Thursday, December 31st or mail it with a 
postmark date no later than December 31st so it can be posted this year. If you have any questions, contact 
Pat Cash, Church Business Administrator at pcash@hmpc.org or 919-787-1086.

2021 Offering Envelopes
2021 Offering Envelopes for those who have requested them will be mailed by the end of the year.

It is not too late to pledge. You may pledge online 
here, mail your pledge to the church, email your 
pledge to Pat Cash, Church Business Administrator 
or call her at 919-787-1086 to request a pledge form 
be mailed to you.  Thank you for your commitment 
to Christ through the church during these 
challenging times.
Thanks be to God!

Sunday, November 8th was Commitment Sunday, 
the day members and friends commit their time, 
talent and financial resources to Christ through 
HMPC  Thank you to all of you who pledged 
in person, mailed your pledge in or made your 
commitment online. 
Currently there are 172 households that have 
pledged out of 374 member households for a total 
of $712,668.84. This time last year we had collected 
195 pledges for a total of $723,131.96

Giving Ministry

2021 Pledge Campaign Update

Year-End Statements
Those who have donated to the church during the year should not file their 2020 Federal tax return until 
you have received your year-end contribution statement, which will be mailed before the end of January 
2021.

Special Offering

Christmas Joy
The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is 
with us, through the generous gifts that support 
church leaders among us, retired, present and future, 
who have pointed us to God. Even as we support 
our current and former church leaders through the 
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, God 
is calling new leaders for our Church and world, 
through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools 

and colleges equipping communities 
of color - offering students the means 
for a brighter future and enhanced 
opportunities to use their talents and 
skills to serve God, the Church and the 
world for years to come. You may give 
online here, drop a check in the mail, 
or text to give at 888-906-0744. Just text the dollar 
amount and Joy to that number, i.e. (25 joy). 

mailto:pcash@hmpc.org
https://www.hmpc.org/stewardship-pledge-form
https://www.hmpc.org/stewardship-pledge-form
mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRnQ574HZh5kFEHVJ6e5We_Us4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTsRltlX7QEmZN4jxtbsYBc=&ver=3

