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• If your child would like 
to be in the pageant 
but cannot be there 
Saturday morning, we 
will find a character and 
costume for them Sunday 
morning.

• PreK children are 
welcome to attend 
Saturday morning at 
11:30 a.m.-12 p.m. to 
practice the final song 
and moving to their place 
on the platform.

• Children in Joyful Noise, 
please meet at 9:30 a.m. 
in the music room on 
Sunday morning.

• If your child wishes to be 
involved in the pageant, 
ages 3-grade 5 they will 
meet in Geneva Hall at 
10 a.m. on Sunday to 
dress.

   For more information, 
contact Gina Hayek at 
ghayek@hmpc.org or Lee 
Corbett at lcorbett@hmpc.org. 

CELEBRATING – Children celebrated the birth of Jesus 
during last year’s Christmas pageant.

Worship & 
the Arts
Christmas 
Pageant
Sunday, December 8 
Join us at 10:30 a.m. for the 
annual Christmas pageant to 
celebrate the birth of our Lord 
Jesus! Children in grades K-5 
are encouraged to participate.

• Cherub angels (who 
enter at the end of the 
pageant) are open to ages 
3-5, (preK).

• Pageant rehearsal is 
Saturday, December 7th, 
10 am.-12 p.m. in the 
sanctuary.

• All Joyful Noise children 
should be in attendance 
Saturday, if at all 
possible.

• If your elementary aged 
child would like to have 
a role, they do need to be 
present at the Saturday 
rehearsal.

See pages  4 & 5 for Christmas Joy Celebration and other Holiday Event information

mailto:ghayek@hmpc.org
mailto:lcorbett@hmpc.org
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Mission Task Force
Hunger 
Alleviation
By JoLee Carpenito
One of the goals of the Food 
Insecurity Team (FIT) is to 
become a designated Hunger 
Action Congregation through 
the PCUSA’s Presbyterian 
Mission organization. 
To become certified, 
Hudson must establish a 
comprehensive program to 
address Food Insecurity. 
Specifically, Hudson has to 
demonstrate action in six 
designated areas for ending 
hunger and its causes. They 
are: Hunger Alleviation; 
Development Assistance; 
Hunger Education; Lifestyle 
Integrity; Corporate and 
Public Policy Witness; and 
Worship. 
   The first is Hunger 
Alleviation which is defined 
by PCUSA as “Providing 
food in a dignified way 

with an eye to long-term 
structural solution.” Hudson 
currently engages with 
several organizations in 
activities such as packing 
meals with Rise Against 
Hunger and delivering food 
through Meals on Wheels 
which help us to meet the 
criteria of this category. 
  FIT is working to provide 
additional opportunities 
for us to positively impact 
Hunger Alleviation by 
partnering with the Food 
Bank of Central and Eastern 
North Carolina. Fighting 
hunger since 1980, they 
delivered almost 69 million 
meals last year and are 
focused on growing by an 

additional 11 million meals 
(20%) by the end of 2020. 
They are continuing to build 
solutions to end hunger 
including key initiatives that 
drive education and build 
partnerships to improve 
health and nutrition. FIT is 
evaluating the many ways 
that we can partner with the 
Food Bank in their efforts. 
We are working to organize 
formal and informal, 
individual and/or group, 
as well as ongoing or one-
time opportunities to help. 
Something for everyone! 
Come to our kick-off on 
Sunday, January 12th to 
get the specifics on how you 
can get involved.  

Preschool
Discovery
By Ann Poisson
Greetings from the exciting 
world of preschool 
Discovery… where even 
crawling insects and sprouting 
seeds are sources of joy and 
wonder. I have the pleasure 
of teaching Discovery classes 
at the preschool. I meet with 
the 3s and 4s classes once 
each week for a half-hour of 
exploration and investigation 
of the world around us. 
  You may have noticed 
evidence of our lessons 
around the church grounds. 
Thanks to the wonderful 
church members who built 
the raised bed, we have an 
active vegetable garden. 
Over this year, the children 
planted the seeds, watered 
the plants, harvested the 
produce, and even helped to 
clean out at the end of the 
season. We are learning about 
composting, both outside in 

the bin and inside (with the 
help of composting worms!). 
Last week, we planted more 
daffodil, crocus, and other 
flower bulbs that will help us 
welcome springtime. Thank 
you for your support of this 
program. In doing so, you 
are helping to nurture the 

children’s natural curiosity 
and appreciation for all of 
God’s creation. 
If you have any questions 
or would like to visit the 
preschool please contact 
Dorothy Roche at droche@
hmpc.org or call 919-787-
1792. 

FIT is working to provide additional 
opportunities for us to positively impact Hunger 
Alleviation by partnering with the Food Bank of 
Central and Eastern North Carolina.

GARDENING –  Preschool children look at the results of the 
seeds they planted.

Missions
Tend My Sheep
Sunday, December 
Each month we come together as a congregation to collect one pre-selected 
item to benefit a local group in need. When combined our individual 
contributions can make a huge impact!    
   This month we are collecting new/plastic wrapped bed pillows for children 
who do not have one for the Green Chair Project.

Giving Ministry
2020 Pledge Campaign Update
November 10th was Commitment Sunday, the day members and friends commit their time, 
talent and financial resources to Christ through the church. Currently there are 161 households 
that have pledged out of 370 member households for a total of $638,459.96. The ministries of 
the church have requested $964,000 for 2020. 
   It is not too late to pledge. You can pick up a pledge form on the first floor hallway of the 
church or pledge on the church website at www.hmpc.org. Thank you if you already pledged.

mailto:czeller@hotmail.com
mailto:czeller@hotmail.com
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Holiday Events
Advent 
Devotionals 
Available Now

The Advent Devotional 
produced by Presbyterians 
Today is available to everyone 
this Advent season. Straw 
for the Manger includes 
scripture, reflection, and 
questions for your faith 
journey, and a prayer. 
Devotionals are located at the 
entrances to the sanctuary and 
in the hallway outside of the 
Karl Hudson room (#100).

Christmas Joy 
Offering
Sunday, December 8
The Christmas Joy Special 
Offering will be received 
during the December 8th 
worship service. A gift to 
this offering helps provide 
financial assistance to current 
and former church workers 
and their families enabling 
deserving students to attend 
Presbyterian-related racial 
ethnic colleges and schools.

Christmas Joy Celebration
Sunday, December 15
Christmas Joy Celebration is just two 
weeks away. Get in the Christmas mood 
with Hudson’s wonderful music ensembles and 
talented church members.
   Our special guest this year is Carly Prentis 
Jones, who has blessed us in song so many times 
at Hudson over the past several years.  Carly, 
a graduate in voice performance from Miami 
University, has been featured in numerous vocal/
dramatic productions in the Triangle area, and is currently music 
director for the North Carolina Arts Council.
   Be sure to put this special date in your calendar – Sunday, 
December 15th, at 6 p.m. – to be blessed with Hudson’s fine 
music ensembles and soloists, and featuring special guest artist 
Carly Prentis Jones.

Christmas Ornaments Available
Hudson three dimensional brass ornaments are 
available. These miniature replicas of the HMPC 
sanctuary make beautiful Christmas tree 
ornaments and gifts. Ornaments are available all 
week through the church office at a cost of $15. 
Shawn Jackson and Sharon Cole will also have 
the ornaments available for sale at Sunday 
services through December 15th.

Christmas Joy Fellowship 
Volunteers Needed
Presbyterian Women will host the fellowship reception following 
the Christmas Joy Concert December 15th. To sign up for a 
volunteer position and/or to contribute a food item, e-mail 
your selected post to Sharon Cole (sharoncole@carolina.
rr.com) or at Signup Genious (https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C044BAFAF2BA6F94-2019)

Order 
Poinsettias  
and Greens

By Monday, December 16
The Chancel Guild invites 
you to honor or remember 
a special person with a 
donation of $15 toward 
Advent preparations, 
including poinsettias and 
greenery. Names will be 
listed in the December 22nd 
Weekly Window. Return an 
information form (located 
on the flower calendar board 
outside of room #103) with 
your check to the office, or 
place it in the offering plate 
by Monday, December 16th. 
Designate ‘poinsettias’ on 
your check. 

Holiday Events

Carly Prentis 
Jones

Christmas Eve Services
December 24 
This year we are offering three Christmas Eve services for 
members, friends and neighbors to worship. Below is a 
description of the services:
• 3 p.m.  – This service is for those who may have plans in 

the evening or do not like to drive at night. The service 
will feature Christmas carols and communion.

• 5 p.m. – This service has a children’s message, the 
chancel choir will participate in this service, the nursery 
is open and it will conclude, as in the past, with candle 
light.

• 9 p.m. – This service will feature a string quartet, the 
chancel choir,  communion and conclude in candle light.

Social Media 
Hudson Memorial is on Twitter (Hudson Memorial PC), Instagram 
(hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). Our Twitter and 
Instagram accounts have quotes, poetry, prayer, scripture, and images. 
Follow us and like us!
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Youth
Youth News 
The Youth Group activity for today is “The Hanging of the Greens” immediately following 
the worship service. Youth are free to choose to help children with their advent craft project in 
Westminster Hall, or help with the Hanging of the Greens in the Sanctuary. We will gather in 
Westminster Hall after worship, eat lunch, and then help out. Join us if you can! Pick-up is at 1 p.m. 

Cooks Needed for Christmas Parties – If interested in doing lasagna, bread, or dessert, for either 
the middle or the high school Christmas party, contact Frank Boyd at the church office ASAP. 

Ski Trip to Wintergreen – is Monday, January 20 (the MLK holiday). Now is the time to register 
if you plan to go. Friends and parent chaperones are welcome. Sign up soon to avoid the wait list. 
St. Giles Presbyterian youth will be joining us. Flyers are on the church website and in the wall 
pockets outside of Frank Boyd’s office. Registration deadline is December 15th!

The Gathering: Forming our Faith
Sunday Morning Learning Opportunities
December 8 

• Westminster Hall: All are invited to pack holiday cookies for 
Capital Towers residents and other Hudson friends. Facilitated by 
Susan Bradshaw and the Adult Committee

• John Knox Room: The book of Romans is the bible study for the fall led by Nancy Law. 
This offering is a “deep dive” into the book of Romans. We will review the context of the 
apostle Paul’s letter to first century Christians, as through study and conversation we will 
seek to discern how to interpret it for our 21st century lives.

Spiritual Growth & Nurture
Brown Bag Lunch
Monday, December 2
Brown Bag meets on the first Monday of each month at noon in Westminster Hall. 
Pastor Mac brings faith-based topics to discuss as a group. Bring a bag lunch. 
Beverages are provided. For more information contact Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org.

Waking Up With the Word 
Tuesday, December 3
This men’s scripture study meets the first and third Tuesday of the month at 
6:30 a.m. in the Karl Hudson Room before heading off to work. This is a great 
way to get to know other men of the church. Mac frames each study with three 
simple questions. No preparation is needed, just show up, pour a cup of coffee 
and we will share our thoughts on the scripture passage. For more information 
contact Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org.  

Bonhoeffer Babes
Tuesday, December 3
Bonhoeffer Babes will meet at 7 pm at The Crafty Beer Shop at Lafayette 
Village (8450 Honeycutt Road). We will discuss Part I of The Cost of 
Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. We welcome women of all ages who love 
books and informal conversation to come read with us! Contact Kelly Boone 
(boonekr@gmail.com) for more information.

COMMUNITY – Six area churches participated in the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship Service 
Tuesday, November 26th at Grace Lutheran. From left: Jeff Roberts of Trinity Baptist, Jim Seymour 
of North Haven, Mac Schafer of Hudson Memorial Presbyterian, Donna Pygott of North Raleigh 
Ministries, LuAnn Charlton of St. Marks United Methodist, Allen Waller of St. Timothy Episcopal, 
and Paul Anderson of The Fountain of Raleigh Fellowship. 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service

mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
mailto:boonekr@gmail.com


Calendar
Wednesday, December 4
Women at the Well (Parlor)
Hudson Handbells (Sanctuary)
Chancel Choir (Sanctuary)

9:15 am
6:15 pm
7:30 pm

Thursday, December 5
Amazing Grays Lunch (Olive Garden) 11:30 am

Friday, December 6
No activities scheduled 10:00 am 

Saturday, December 7
Children’s Pageant Rehearsal 
(Sanctuary)

10:00 am

Sunday, December 8
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confirmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship
Fellowship 
Nursery Wing Closes
Phil & Friends
MS Youth Christmas Party
HS Youth Christmas Party

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 am

Sunday, December 1
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship
Hanging of the Greens lunch  
Youth - Advent Crafts (GH/WH)
Decorating the Church
Nursery Wing Closes
Phil & Friends

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

10:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
12:00 pm
1:30 pm
5:00 pm

Monday, December 2
Brown Bag Lunch (WH)
Personnel (KH)
PW Coordinating Team (JK)
Giving Ministry (Library)
Al-Anon, Alateen, Alakid (GH)

12:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Tuesday, December 3
Waking Up With the Word (KH)
ROMEOs (Bojangles)
Single Way (Piper’s)
Daisy/Brownie Troop 1968 (215)
E&O (KH)
Bonhoeffer Babes (The Crafty Beer Shop)
Boy Scout Troop #376 (GH)

6:30 am
7:45 am
1:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
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New Members
Welcome

Anne 
Brown

Alice 
Jackson

Billy 
Poole

Dolores 
Ussery

This month we welcomed the 
following into membership: 
Anne Brown, Alice Jackson, 
Bill Poole, and Dolores 
Ussery.


