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“When I 
refl ect on 
the ways 
these 
currencies 
fl ow through 
me as a  
member of 
our church 
family, it is 
clear that I 
receive far 
more than I 
give...”

By Laura McHenry

By now you are probably 
familiar with the cresting 
wave image that is the logo 

for the Giving Ministry’s 2020 
campaign. This image resonated 
with our ministry team because of 
the ocean’s constant movement; 
the water lifting and rolling and 
meeting us at the shore and then 
receding, continually giving to and 
receiving from the earth.
   This constant fl owing of 
resources is our stewardship theme 
this year. Rather than treating 
stewardship as a static concept 
that we think about once a year 
on commitment Sunday, Eric 
Law, author of Holy Currencies, 
encourages us to think about 
stewardship in terms of our own 
dynamic role in the church as 
both giver and receiver of the 
various currencies exchanged 
in all transactions and human 
interactions.
   When we think of currencies, 
we typically think of money – 
and that’s an important one – but 

it also includes time and place, 
wellness and truth, relationships 
and leadership. When I refl ect on 
the ways these currencies fl ow 
through me as a member of our 
church family, it is clear that I 
receive far more than I give, and 
that the currency of money is 
certainly not the most important or 
meaningful one.
   Every week I receive the gifts 
of leadership and truth from 
our pastors and Sunday school 
leaders. We are blessed by the 
time and talents shared with us 
through music from Phil, Carol, 
the chancel choir, The Hudson 
Handbell Ringers, the music 
programs for our children through 
the leadership of Gina Hayek, 
and special performances by 
guests and members of our own 
congregation. I am especially 
grateful for the relationships that 
I have developed since joining 
Hudson a little over fi ve years ago, 
and for the love and support shown 
to my family in both grief and joy 
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as you welcomed my husband 
and me, our kids, my parents, 
and my grandmother, Maxine, 
to Hudson’s church family.
   This summer, two events 
highlighted the signifi cance 
of those relationships for me. 
The fi rst was Vacation Bible 
School (VBS). I have my 
own memories of attending 
VBS and was excited for my 
oldest son to reach the age 
when he could participate. I 
knew he would love it. And 
he did. But what surprised 
me about that week was my 
own overwhelming sense 
of gratitude to see so many 
volunteers showing up to 
make VBS a meaningful, 
fun, and inspiring event for 
my son and the rest of the 
kids in attendance. I had the 
benefi t (and I suppose to 
some extent the burden) of 
being a preacher’s kid, which 
means that hundreds of adults 
knew my name and kept me 
in line growing up. But that 
also meant I had hundreds 
of adults praying for me, 
nurturing me, and rooting 
for me. To see that visible 
reminder that my children 
are blessed by the same gift 
through you, our church 
family at Hudson, brought 
immeasurable joy.
   Our family experienced 
a painful loss in the death 

of my grandmother, Max, 
this summer. She moved to 
North Carolina in January of 
2018. Even though she joined 
Hudson when she moved 
here, she was not able to 
participate much and I know 
that many of you did not get a 
chance to meet her or interact 
with her. But upon her death, 
you showed up. You sent 
cards and gave us hugs, and 
you came to her memorial and 
listened to our stories. You 
looked at our pictures and ate 
her favorite lemon cake with 
us. Sean Cole, accompanied 
by Carol Yeargin, fulfi lled 
one of Max’s fi nal wishes by 
singing Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot – allowing us to feel 
the presence and comfort of 
the Holy Spirit as we tapped 
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Worship & The Arts 
Thanksgiving Ecumenical  
Worship Service 
Tuesday, November 26
Grace Lutheran Church, located at 5010 
Six Forks Road, will host the annual 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at 7 p.m. 
Hudson friends and members are invited to attend. This is a 
combined worship service which includes the community and 
the following churches: The Fountain of Raleigh Fellowship, 
Grace Lutheran, Hudson Memorial Presbyterian, North Haven, 
Saint Mark’s United Methodist, Saint Timothy’s Episcopal, and 
Trinity Baptist.

our toes and hummed along to 
one of her favorite songs. 
As church-goers, we all 
count on “the church” to do 
things that churches do, like 
host VBS and hold memorial 
services for members. But the 
truth is that these things do 
not happen without the people 
in the church: the people who 
show up, who volunteer their 
time, who take a moment to 
share an encouraging word 
or simply show their support 
through a smile. Through your 
relationships and leadership, 
time and talents, you have 
shown us the love of Christ. 
We vow to keep those 
resources fl owing so that we 
all may live into the abundant 
life God has promised. 
Commitment Sunday is today.
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Music
The Hymns We Love to Sing - Part 3

As we consider what 
our own favorite 
hymns might be, 

we are looking at the rich 
history of congregational 
singing, especially in America 
throughout its relatively short 
history. In the last installment, 
we mentioned the singing 
schools that began in the 
1700’s to train young people 
to sing better in church (great 
idea!). This movement led 
to the development of shape 
note singing, a distinctive 
style of printed notes, and 
participatory, a cappella 
singing that is still practiced 
today by singing groups in 
America and beyond, and 
which were a vehicle for the 
introduction of many newer, 
folk style American hymn 
tunes. Let’s look at other 
developments in America.

Early American  
Hymn Writers
Early American attempts at 
hymn writing were not at the 
level of quality of English 
hymnody, but the most famous 
18th century American 
composer of hymns was the 
New Englander William 
Billings, himself a leader 
in New England singing 
schools. He wrote over 250 

original hymn tunes, and also 
set psalms to music. When 
Jesus Wept, found in our new 
hymnal, is one of Billings’ 
most famous hymns. But 
American congregational 
singing was to get a big boost 
in the 19th century, with 
various Protestant revival 
movements. 

The Second Great 
Awakening
This evangelical movement 
began in the late 1700’s, 
but grew in momentum 
into the mid 19th century. 
It consisted of fervent 
revival meetings, and was 
strongest in the Baptist and 
Methodist denominations, 
though Presbyterians also 
gained members as a result 
of this movement. A religious 
movement, it also had 
profound social and political 
overtones, especially as related 
to slavery, prohibition, and 
women’s rights. Additionally, 
music played an important part 
in these revivals.
  Many of the hymns growing 
out of this and other Protestant 
religious movements in 19th 
century America are referred 
to as gospel hymns, with 
texts focusing primarily on 
personal religious experience, 

rather than consisting of 
theological poetry. This 
style of text, set to heartfelt, 
catchy music, captured the 
fervor of Protestant religious 
reform movements in 19th 
century America. Now, many 
of these gospel hymns are 
what folks refer to today as 
‘good, old fashioned hymns’. 
Fanny Crosby is probably 
the best known of these 
gospel hymn writers, having 
written literally thousands 
of hymn texts. Blessed 
Assurance and To God Be 
the Glory are favorites in our 
new Presbyterian hymnal. 
Other gospel hymns in our 
hymnal include Standing 
on the Promises and What 
a Fellowship, What a Joy 
Divine. 
  Very likely your favorite, 
‘good old fashioned’ hymn is 
either a standard, traditional 
hymn coming out of the 
British tradition, or a gospel 
hymn hailing from 19th 
century America. But our new 
hymnal also has many more 
powerful, beautiful hymns 
from a rich variety of sources. 
Next time, we’ll discover 
what some of these are. Till 
then, ‘…sing and make music 
in your heart to the Lord…’ 
(Ephesians 5:19b)
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The Gathering: Forming our Faith
Sunday Morning Learning Opportunities

Spiritual Growth & Nurture
Seeing the Word   
at Springmoor
Thursday, November 14
HMPC has many members and friends who 
live at Springmoor Life Care Retirement 
Center. Pastor Mac Schafer leads a monthly 
study of passages and illuminations in the 
St. John’s Illuminated Bible. The study lasts 
45 minutes and concludes with the Lord’s 
Supper. The group meets at 10:30 a.m in the 
Springmoor chapel. Beginning in January 
Mac will lead this study at a diff erent 
retirement center in North Raleigh. For 
more information contact Mac Schafer at 
mschafer@hmpc.org.

November 17 
• Westminster: Come to the Table: 

Hunger in a World of Plenty 2. 
Together we will review the biblical 
mandate to care for earth in sustainable 
ways and refl ect on the spiritual as well 
as physical aspects of choosing the 
food we consume so that healthy food 
is available for everyone. Facilitated by 
Debbie Kirk.

• Room 200: “How to Disagree 
Constructively and Find Common 
Ground.” John James will lead this 
conversation.

• Parlor “Sex: Men and Women in 
the Human Family”. Join us for this 

fascinating study of 1st Corinthians 
using Paul through Mediterranean Eyes 
by Kenneth Bailey. Led by Susan Grigg.

• John Knox: The book of Romans is 
the bible study for the fall led by Nancy 
Law. This off ering is a “deep dive” into 
the book of Romans. We will review 
the context of the apostle Paul’s letter to 
fi rst century Christians, as through study 
and conversation we will seek to discern 
how to interpret it for our 21st century 
lives.

Inquirers Class
Sunday, November 17
The Inquirers Class, for those 
interested in membership, will be 
held following the worship service 
in the Karl Hudson Room (#100) 
and lasts about two hours. The 
class covers what it means to be 
a Christian, a Presbyterian, and a 
member of Hudson Memorial. 
   Childcare is available if you register ahead 
of time. Registration forms are available on 
the New Member Bulletin Board in the main 
hallway, or online at hmpc.org/visit-us/join-the-
church. Registration deadline for the class 
and childcare is Wednesday, November 13th.
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Missions
Tend My Sheep
Sunday, November 24
Each month we come 
together as a congregation to 
collect one pre-selected item 
to benefi t a local group in 
need. When combined our 
individual contributions can 
make a huge impact!    
   This month we are 
collecting gift cards for Grandfather 
Children’s Home.

Deacon Ministry
Calling all Cooks!
Do you like to cook? Or perhaps you like to 
serve others with your gift 
of hospitality? The Meal 
Ministry is one of the 
ways Deacons facilitate 
care for members. 
When a Hudson family 
is stricken due to illness, 
surgery recovery, or other 
reasons, our team provides a warm meal to 
ease their burden. You don’t even have to cook 
the meal – you can purchase it and simply 
deliver it. By signing up, you will be on an 
e-mail list for opportunities and can choose 
the dates that fi t your schedule. It is a very 
easy and fl exible way to assist the Deacons in 
serving our community.    
   To sign up, or for more information, contact 
PJ Conger (pjconger@gmail.com, 973-886-
5268) or Jill Hovis (hovisj@mindspring.com, 
919-848-0022).

ft 

Session
October Update

• Approved the funding request from the 
Property team for $242,000. The funding 
is supported by the Ragan estate gift and 
earnings from the Harris bequest. The 
following projects will be accomplished:

• soffi  t, trim, gutters
• Sanctuary fl uorescent lights
• window replacements throughout the 

church
• Westminster Hall upgrade
• Sanctuary canned lighting
• Sanctuary doors
• teplace two windows in the sanctuary

• Received a presentation from the Worship 
committee  

• Received a report from Pastor Kirk on the 
proceedings of the stated meeting of the 
Presbytery of New Hope held on October 
26th 

• Approved the request from the youth team 
to conduct a fund raiser on April 19, 2020 

• Continued the discussion on the book, 
Holy Currencies by Eric Law

• Elder Harry Bond reported that the 
general fund surplus is $30,746 and this is 
$40,000 better than budget 

Online Sermons 
Hudson’s sermons are 
available online. If you 
were unable to attend 
a worship service, you 
can listen to the sermon 
at https://www.hmpc.
org/sermons. Closed 
captioning is also available.
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Youth
Middle School News 
November 10

• 5:30 p.m. – Phil and Friends rehearsal in 
Sanctuary. 

• 6-7:30 p.m. – Santa Sprint to Target/
Teeter as we shop for holiday food items 
for North Raleigh Ministry. We will 
gather at 6 p.m. in Westminster Hall 
for supper, and head out in the vans to 
shop around 6:30 p.m. We will be back 
for parent pick-up at 7:30 p.m. Be sure 
and bring $5 for supper and some more 
money for shopping. Friends welcome. 

November 17
Faith & Sexuality Series at White Memorial 
Presbyterian. We will gather at 4:30 p.m. 
at Hudson and be back by 7:30 p.m. Please 
RSVP Frank Boyd if you plan to participate, 
as supper is included and the host church 
needs to know our numbers. The focus for 
this evening will be ‘We Are God’s Creation’ 
as we look at our identity as children of God 
and ask, “who am I?” and “how do I relate to 
others?” Please bring $5 for the meal. Friends 
welcome. 

High School News 
November 10 

• 5:30 p.m. – Phil and Friends rehearsal in 
Sanctuary. 

• 6-7:30 p.m. – We will gather at 6 p.m. in 
Westminster Hall for food, fellowship, 
and dessert, and then head up to the high 
school room to discuss and refl ect on 
“Privilege & Racism.” Please bring $5 
for dinner and your stories, questions, 
thoughts, and friends. 

November 17
High school youth will eat lunch together at 
A Place at the Table and brainstorm Youth 
Sunday. Not only will we be eating some 
yummy food, we will begin scheming, 
dreaming, and theming Youth Sunday. Join 
us for this very important program, and be 
asking yourself, “what is God calling me 
to do? How can I share my gifts with my 
community of faith?” We will gather at the 
stage in Westminster Hall at 11:45 a.m., 
quickly head out for lunch, and be back at 
the church for parent pick-up at 2 p.m. Please 
bring money for lunch. Friends are welcome.

Looking Ahead
• Ski Trip to Wintergreen – is on Monday, January 20, the MLK Holiday. Now is the time 

to register if you plan to go. Friends are welcome, as are parent chaperones. Sign up soon 
and avoid the wait list. St. Giles Presbyterian youth will be joining us. Flyers can be found 
on the church website and in the wall pockets outside of Frank Boyd’s church offi  ce. The 
registration deadline is December 15th.

• Montreat Youth Conference – The Montreat Youth Conference for July 19-25, 2020 will 
fi ll up quickly, so if you want to avoid the wait list, please sign up ASAP.
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Calendar
Wednesday, November 13
Women at the Well (Parlor)
Hudson Handbells (Sanctuary)
Children’s Committee (KH)
Chancel Choir (Sanctuary)

9:15 am
6:15 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Thursday, November 14
Seeing the Word at Springmoor
Mission Committee (KH)

10:30 am
7:00 pm

Friday, November 15
The Way/ Camino Group (WH) 6:30 pm

Saturday, November 16
No activities scheduled

Sunday, November 17
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confi rmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship
HS Youth (lunch A Place at the Table)
Fellowship 
Inquirer’s Class (KH)
Nursery Wing Closes
MS Youth Faith & Sexuality (White 
   Memorial Presbyterian Church)

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
4:30 pm

Sunday, November 10
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confi rmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship
Fellowship 
Nursery Wing Closes
Phil & Friends (Sanctuary)
MS Target Sprint Shopping
HS Youth

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
11:45 am
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Monday, November 11
Property (KH) 
Autism Grandparent Group (JK)
Al-Anon, Alateen, Alakid (GH)

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
8:00 pm

Tuesday, November 12
ROMEO’s (Bojangles Atlantic Ave.)
All Staff Meeting (Library)
Esther Circle (Lucy Rhame’s home)
Elizabeth/Rachel Circle (JK)
Hannah Circle (200)
Daisy/Brownie Troop 1968 (215)
HMP Board Meeting (Library)
Adult Education Committee (JK)
Boy Scout Troop #376 (GH)
Miriam Circle (Denise Crosson’s home)

7:45 am
9:30 am

10: 00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am
4:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm 

thisthis

Presbyterian Women
Volunteers Needed for Christmas Joy Fellowship
The Christmas Joy Concert is Sunday, December15th. Presbyterian Women will host the 
fellowship reception following this joyous celebration. Please sign up for a volunteer position 
and/or to contribute a food item for our best attended fellowship reception of the year online at 
Signup Genious (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044BAFAF2BA6F94-2019). You can also 
sign-up by e-mailing your selected volunteer post to Sharon Cole at sharoncole@carolina.rr.com.
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