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Memorial
Garden 
Improvements
By Doug Goodale

For many years HMPC’s Memorial 
Garden has been and remains a very 
sacred space.  Most notably the 
columbarium and memorial granite 
tablet are located in the Memorial 
Garden.  The Memorial Garden is 
a place to honor deceased family 
members and loved ones.  In fact, a 
large percentage of niches are already owned 
by HMPC members and several deceased 
saints are interred in the columbarium.  The 
Memorial Garden will become a place to sit 
on one of several benches to meditate, enjoy 
the plant life, listen to the sounds of nature, 
observe preschool children playing and to 
smell the fresh Memorial Garden air.  
In light of the current ADA compliant ramp 
construction nearing completion, the Memorial 
Garden Committee decided it is the perfect 
time to plan a Memorial Garden upgrade 

Columbarium

including a second columbarium.  Our 
goal is to enhance the beauty and serenity 
of the Memorial Garden by  providing an 
area for small gatherings and services.  The 
Memorial Garden Committee has contracted 
with Tributary Land Design + Build under 
the direction of their landscape architect, 
Katherine Gill to design and guide us through 
the Memorial Garden upgrade.  Several of 
the functional improvements include a paved 
garden patio with an over-arching shade arbor,  
ADA walkways, benches, lawn areas and 
planting beds supported by a new irrigation 

continued on page 3
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Waking Up 
with the 
Word 
January 5th - 6:30 am
Waking Up with the Word will meet at the 
WH Patio, weather permitting. The group 
studies the scripture text that will be preached 
on the following Sunday. No previous Bible 
study experience is needed. The group centers 
their study around three questions - 1.What 
is a word or phrase that stands out to you 
in the text? 2. Allow that word or phrase to 
prompt a memory from your life, a thought on 
the passage or a metaphor. 3. What is Christ 
calling you to through the scripture text? 
Contact Mac Schafer (mschafer@hmpc.org) 
for more information. Kick off the New Year 
by joining this group.

Brown Bag with 
Pastor Mac 
January 4th
Brown Bag meets the first Monday of the 

month at 12 noon. Presently the 
group is meeting via Zoom. This 
group has done book studies, 
discusses articles and thinks 
through issues of faith and 
culture. Contact Mac Schafer 
(mschafer@hmpc.org) to receive 
the Zoom invitation.

Adult Faith Formation

Women at the 
Well
Daytime Winter 
Semester
Women at the Well Winter Semester begins 
on January 6th via Zoom. Women of all ages 
and stages meet from 9:15-10:00 am each 
Wednesday for conversation and prayer using 
a book that guides our personal and communal 
reflections. Our winter selection  is  The Cup 
of Our Life by Joyce Rupp, best selling author 

and spiritual director. She 
creatively  illustrates how 
the ordinary cups we use 
each day can become sacred 
vessels that connect readers 
with life and bring them 
into closer union with the 
Divine. She explores how the 
cup is a rich symbol of life, 

with its emptiness and fullness, its brokenness 
and flaws, and its many blessings. During 
this difficult time, many of us are being more 
attentive to the sense of the divine we find in 
ordinary things and The Cup of Our Life will 
be a wonderful resource for women who would 
like to be filled at the deep well of fellowship 
where Holy Spirit meets us. 
Current participants have received the 

information about registration and book 
purchase, we would love others to join us. If 
you have not already ordered a book through 
the office, you should purchase the book on 
your own. 
For more information, contact Debbie Kirk.

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
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Memorial Garden

Iona Cross that will adorn the north side of the new columbarium.

system.  A memorial cross with accent lighting will adorn the new 48 niche columbarium.
The Memorial Garden Committee continues to work on the design schematic and budget which 
will soon be available for review and reflection.  Excitement for this new creation is rising within 
the Memorial Garden Committee as we believe this will be a beautiful site to glorify God and to 
honor the saints who have gone before.  
Emily Cobb (moderator), Emily Brown, Debbie Bumgarner, Mike Law and Doug Goodale are 
members of the HMPC Memorial Garden Committee.  Each of us are actively engaged in this 
Memorial Garden upgrade planning and implementation.  Please let us know any thoughts you 
may have about the upgrade plans.
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Worship & Arts

Sermon: A Letter to My Great
Grandchildren
This sermon was delivered by Mac Schafer in 
worship on Sunday, December 27, 2020:

As we close out 2020, I have put my sermon in 
the form of a letter to my great-grandchildren.  
I was talking about this sermon idea with my 
wife Katy and we were trying to discern when 
(and if) a great-grandchild would read this?  
We think the earliest we may have a grandchild 
is eight or nine years from now.  Then it would 
be at least another 28 years for them to have 
children. Then another 20 years before a 
great-grandchild might be remotely interested 
in reading what I’ve written. So that’s at least 
56 years from now.  I’d be a 108 and that we 
know that isn’t happening! The year would be 
2076, the 300th anniversary of our nation.

So here’s the letter…
Dear great grandchildren, I am writing you 
just after Christmas Day in 2020.  This letter 
to you is also a sermon I am delivering to 
a congregation called Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, NC where I 
have served as pastor for 11 years.  Right now 
your grandparents and great-aunts & uncle are 
21, 20, 18 and 16.  I have been ordained for 21 
years and this by far has been one of the most 
difficult years for our world since I have been 
alive.  
Surely, by the time you read this you will have 
heard people talk about or you’ll have read in 
history class about the year 2020.  This was the 
year our world went through a pandemic due to 

what we called 
COVID-19.  
In a few short 
months it 
swept east to 
west globally.  
As I type this 
79.8 million 
people have 
contracted 
COVID and 
1.7 million people have died of it.  But two 
vaccines have been approved and millions 
globally are beginning to be vaccinated right 
now.
In the U.S. we’re at our worst point: 18.7 
million COVID cases and 330 thousand 
deaths.  It’s hard to wrap our minds around 
these numbers right now. Maybe I’m in a 
bit of shock.  2020 was also an election year 
in the U.S. where everything got politicized 
and seemed divisive. The domino effects of 
the virus were closure of businesses, loss of 
jobs, online schooling, near empty stadiums 
and theatres, packed hospitals and ICUs, the 
lockdown of senior living facilities, curfews, 
empty sanctuaries and the suspension of 
physical touch like handshakes and hugs (with 
the exception of those in your “pod”).  The 
stress of all this, plus the killing of George 
Floyd (which I’m sure you’ve read about or 
been taught about) led to protests in the streets 
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and calls for racial equity.  In the south and 
in Raleigh (where I live) Confederate statues 
were torn down or removed.
It must be mentioned that we’ve really 
struggled with truth in 2020.  I can’t imagine 
what technology is like for my great-
grandchildren, but in 2020 it felt like people 
lived in echo chambers:  You could watch 
cable television news channels that only 
reinforced your views.  The same with radio, 
online social media platforms and newspapers 
(Do you even have radio, cable television 
or physical newspapers now?).  We really 
struggled with determining what the facts 
were in a sea of opinions and 
distortions.  It also seemed like 
we were forgetting how to listen 
or have patience with people we 
didn’t agree with us. 
But here’s where I want to turn 
the corner for some good news.  
As a pastor I have this crazy 
notion that the church was built 
specifically for times like these: 
For times when things looked 
bleak, difficult and painful.  
You see if the church wasn’t 
built for times like these, what 
good is it?  The church and its 
message in all times prepare us 
for what we are going through right now!
Great-grandchildren, after you read this letter 
go read the first few chapters of the Gospel 
of Luke (hopefully not too much dust has 
gathered on a Bible in your home. Wait a 
minute do you even have physical Bibles 
anymore? Is it all on computers now?  Do 
you even have computers anymore? Maybes 
the Bible is an app in a pair of eye glasses 
by now?).  Anyway, I want you to know 

Worship & Arts, continued
as I grieve the loss of so much human life, 
this story from the Gospel of Luke gives me 
enormous hope.
I believe that the core of God is love and 
beauty and goodness. I believe that God’s love, 
beauty and goodness permeates the universe 
in the face of all we are going through. I also 
believe that God gets into the nitty-gritty of 
human life and that happened in the form 
of Jesus Christ.  In the mystery of God, 
somehow God took on human form.  Why is 
this important? Because we know God knows 
what we go through:  Sickness and health? He 
lived it.  Life and death? Jesus went through 

it.  Laughter, tears, betrayal and 
compassion?  He went through 
it.  Jesus knew it all.  The 
reason this gives me hope, right 
now, in the worst times, is I 
know we are not alone and that 
God understands.
Another really important thing, 
great grandchildren:  God 
doesn’t control everything.  
The universe was set in motion 
and beautiful and destructive 
things occur.  What I love 
about Jesus Christ is that he 
modeled everything that can’t 
be destroyed by a pandemic 

or anything else.  He modeled what it means 
to love and serve people.  He always looked 
towards the edges of society and lifted up 
those who were not in power.  He modeled 
grace and mercy and forgiveness.  He did not 
use violence to get his way.  To the contrary 
he gave up life and power to lift up those who 
had no voice or power.  That’s why I wrote 
this letter (and gave this sermon) at Christmas 
when we celebrate Jesus’ birth!

What I love about 
Jesus Christ is 
that he modeled 
everything that 
can’t be destroyed 
by a pandemic or 
anything else.  He 
modeled what it 
means to love and 
serve people.  

continued on page 6
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So this all leads me to say that even in these 
dark times, as 2020 comes to an end, great 
grandchildren, I see the love of Jesus Christ 
everywhere.  I see it in teachers at our church 
preschool who risk coming to a classroom to 
educate and love the youngest of our society. I 
see it in nurses and doctors and staff at senior 
living facilities who continue to provide 
medical treatment and care for those who 
need it.  I see it in the amazingly quick work 
of scientists who found vaccines.  I see it in 
members of the church I serve who call their 
friends or send cards. Who put up Happy 
Birthday signs, Happy Anniversary signs or 
just thinking of you signs in 
yards.  I see it in the people 
who continue to drop off 
food or diapers or donations 
to organizations that provide 
for the most needy in the 
city.  I see it in the ways 
technology has allowed us 
to stay connected.  I see it in 
our adaptability:  Although 
we love our buildings and 
routines, we’ve figured out 
how to be nimble and change 
to continue to care for each other and do what 
needs to get done.  
Great grandchildren, God never promised 
that we wouldn’t have pain or hardship.  
Please don’t let that be the barometer for 
judging whether God exists and whether 
Jesus came.  To the contrary, in the darkest 
hour, let glimpses of servanthood, forgiveness 
and hope be signs that the Christ came in the 
flesh, conquered death and is alive.  Great 
grandchildren, this is what I trust in.  This is 
what I put my faith in.

Worship & Arts, continued

Here is what I am learning from this time 
period:  God blesses us with creativity to adapt 
and change.  God desires for us to slow down 
at times and be attentive to what is right in 
front of us.  Don’t write people off who are 
different than you.  This kind of division never 
helped anyone.  Be vulnerable, share who you 
are.  Give up some of your creature comforts 
for the common good.
By the way, in the midst of all the hardship 
of 2020 something amazing happened on 
December 21st.  There was a great conjunction 
in the sky.  Jupiter and Saturn were so close 

together you could see them 
in one telescope lens.  It had 
been almost 800 years since 
we had seen something like 
this.  They say that it was a 
bright convergence like this 
that happened when Jesus 
was born and people followed 
a great star to find him.  
Anyway, what I loved about 
this event was it got all of us 
to lift our eyes to the skies for 
a moment.  To quit our navel 
gazing (as my granddad used 

to say) and make us realize that we are a part 
of something much bigger than ourselves.
Even if I never meet you please know that 
I love you and I hope that you will trust in 
the characteristics of Christ:  Servanthood, 
forgiveness and hope.  You have gifts great 
grandchildren.  God has given them to you.  
Use them with humble confidence to make the 
world a little more like God intended. 
I love you,
Your Great Grandfather

Although we love 
our buildings and 
routines, we’ve 
figured out how 
to be nimble and 

change to continue 
to care for each other 
and do what needs 

to get done.  
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Pastor Mac 
Preaching Vespers 
at Springmoor
Sunday, January 10th - 7 pm

For all of HMPC Springmoor Senior Living 
residents:  Pastor Mac Schafer will be leading 
worship at Vespers at 7 p.m. on Sunday, 
January 10th.  Please make reservations.  Your 
pastors looks forward to seeing you.

Our Church 
Directory is 

Online!
View our church 
directory online 
or via the FREE 
mobile app
To view the directory online, go to 
members.InstantChurchDirectory.
com and follow the prompts under 
“Sign In” to “Create a login now.” 
Please remember, you must confirm 
your email address before you can 
sign in. 
There is also a free mobile app 
available for download at the Apple® 
App store in iTunes®, Google Play™ 
store and the Amazon Fire App Store. 
Simply search for “Instant Church 
Directory” to get the download. 
You will need to use your email 
address as listed in our directory 
to create a log-in the first time you 
use the directory online and via the 
mobile app.
If you don’t have an email address and 
need a hard copy of the directory,  or 
need help or have questions, please 
contact Pat Cash or at 917.787.1086.

Worship & Arts

Faith Formation

These Days
January-March 
Issue Delayed
The January - March 
issue of These Days 
has been delayed due to 
the backlog of shipping 
companies.
Please contact Pat Cash, 
919-787-1086, if you 
would like one mailed to 
you when they arrive.

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
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Prayers for 
Households
During this time when we are physically 
apart, we can all benefit from the prayers 
of others. Starting at the beginning of our 
church directory, the Deacons are praying for 
7 member households each week, with the 
goal of praying for each and every member 
of our congregation. These households are 
listed below so the congregation can have 
the opportunity to join in praying for them as 
well. In addition, each household will receive 
a positive note of encouragement from the 
Deacons in the mail.  As always, if you have 
a specific request for prayer at any time, you 
can submit a prayer request from the website 
or you may call 919-787-1086 and press 2 for 
the Deacon’s Prayer Line. Deacon on Call for 
January is Judie Greenawalt.
Prayer Households for this week. Please keep 
these families in your prayers:

• Leigh, Joe and Elizabeth Forehand
• Olene Franks
• Kerry Lynn Fraser
• Sarah, Alan, Jacob, Joshua and Caden 

Frelich
• Catherine & Louis Fritsch
• Dave Fussell
• Rose Gabbard

Youth Group News 
Youth Programs This Week
Looking Ahead

• The Explorers 5-6-7 Sunday School 
Class will begin classes again January 
10, with Sharon Cole teaching.  Enjoy 
your Holiday and please watch your email 
and the Weekly Window for details about 
our next class.  Many thanks to all of the 
teachers who have been so dedicated in 
leading our classes this fall outside and on 
Zoom.      

• The High School Youth Group will 
meet January 10 to continue organizing 
for Youth Sunday.  Enjoy your Holiday, 
be safe, and please watch your email, text 
messages, and the Weekly Window for 
details about our next gathering.   Special 
thanks to all our wonderful leaders who 
have been so flexible all fall with our 
programs.   

• Youth Sunday is February 14 - High 
School Youth, please be thinking and 
praying as we begin the process of 
discerning as a group what we think God 
would have us share this year.   What is 
God calling you to do?   How can you 
share your gifts with your community of 
faith?   Middle Schoolers (grades 5-8), are 
needed for help with ushering, greeting, 
and more.   Watch for details and let 
Frank Boyd know what part of the service 
you are interested in helping out with.

• Flyers for Massanetta (June 22-25), 
Montreat 2021 (July 18-24), and the 
High School Lock-in this Spring can be 
found on the church website.  

Youth Ministry
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Rethinking 
Evangelism
In October, members of the Welcoming 
Committee, Roger Howard and Elizabeth 
Rankin, attended an online conference 
based at Montreat entitled “Rethinking 
Evangelism”. The conference lasted three 
days and included participants from all over 
the country. The speakers and panelists were 
a diverse group of pastors  who covered a 
range of topics examining how churches 
might engage more meaningfully with their 
communities, as well as attract and serve 
individuals and groups of people not yet 
included in their congregations.
The presentation included how by following Christ’s teachings, we might more effectively 
include all people, breaking down barriers of race and gender. We also explored the opportunities 
inherent in our current situation, as we are forced to find new ways to practice our faith during the 
pandemic. We discussed how the ministry of the church can expand far beyond the building itself 
and how COVID is pushing us to work more in our communities to meet needs and do God’s 
work. 
The conference was an inspiring look at how Presbyterians are reaching out at this time of 
division and need. We came away refreshed and ready to see evangelism from a broader and more 
practical perspective.

Evangelism & Outreach

Calendar 

Monday, January 4
• 12 Noon - Brown Bag Lunch
• 6 pm - Personnel
• 7 pm - PW Coordinating Team

Tuesday, January 5
• 6:30 am - Waking Up With the Word - WH 

Patio
• 9:30 am - Staff Meeting
• 1 pm - Single Way

Wednesday, January 6
• 9:30 am - Women at the Well
• 6:30 pm - Children’s Committee

Sunday, January 10
• 9:30 am - Explorer’s Sunday School
• 10:30 am - Worship outdoors weather 

permitting
• HS Youth

All meetings by Zoom unless otherwise noted.
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pledge to Pat Cash, Church Business Administrator 
or call her at 919-787-1086 to request a pledge form 
be mailed to you.  Thank you for your commitment 
to Christ through the church during these 
challenging times. Thanks be to God!

Sunday, November 8th was Commitment Sunday, 
the day members and friends commit their time, 
talent and financial resources to Christ through 
HMPC  Thank you to all of you who pledged 
in person, mailed your pledge in or made your 
commitment online. 
Currently there are 177 households that have 
pledged out of 374 member households for a total 
of $722,432.84. This time last year we had collected 
201 pledges for a total of $736,391.92.
It is not too late to pledge. You may pledge online 
here, mail your pledge to the church, email your 

Giving Ministry

2021 Pledge Campaign Update

Year-End Statements
Those who have donated to the church during the 
year should not file their 2020 Federal tax return 
until you have received your year-end contribution 
statement, which will be mailed before the end of 
January 2021.

Children & Family Ministries

2021 Star Word
Thank you to all of the 
families and volunteers 
who made this year full of 
blessings and joy amidst 
the great changes and at 
times darkness. I thank God 

for each and every one of you! As we approach 
this next year, many of us feel the need for a 
guiding light, not unlike the one the wise men had 
long ago. We had a reminder of the power and 
faithfulness of God two weeks ago through the 
Great Convergence. The clarity and brightness 
of the two planets confirmed my faith that God 
could do amazing things! As we face 2021, maybe 
your family, of whatever size could use a guiding 
star. This holy mystery found in our Scripture this 
Sunday invites us to wonder who the magi are and 
how their sacred story intersects with our own. 
Who or what is leading you to God incarnate? 
Which stars will you follow this year and what road 
will you take? What gifts will you offer? I invite 

you to find a star word, to prayerfully guide you 
through this new year. All you will need is: 
• Box or basket large enough to hold the stars
• 25 paper stars labeled with these star words: 

Grace; Mercy; Love; Faithfulness; Peace; 
Patience; Kindness; Joy; Rest; Adventure; 
Attention; Imagination; Faith; Compassion; 
Friendship; Song; Art; Generosity; Time; 
Humility; Persistence; Dedication; Inspiration; 
Comfort; Wholeness

Then say: "We will each pick out a star to guide 
us for the coming year. We will pick one out of the 
basket, and not share what we have received with 
each other until next year. May we each be guided 
by our chosen star and find wonderful things this 
year. Amen!”
Activity Adapted from Traci Smith
I hope in this new year you see how bright God's 
love for each and every one of you shines! Happy 
Epiphany!
Rachael McConnell, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries

mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
https://www.hmpc.org/stewardship-pledge-form
https://www.hmpc.org/stewardship-pledge-form

