
continues to offer weekly 
online worship, multiple 
ministry teams and faith 
formation groups meet via 
Zoom, your Deacons and 
staff continue to connect 
with members and friends 
pastorally and the building 
projects you have funded are 
progressing steadily. 
   Please pray for those most 
impacted by COVID-19.  
Pray for your Session 
and staff, that they would 
continue to lead the 
congregation as faithfully as 
possible. As this pandemic 
continues, it is more 
important than ever that you 
call, e-mail and text people 
in your faith community 
who might feel discouraged. 
As our banner reads on Six 
Forks Road right now, “You 
Are Not Alone.”  The hope of 
Christ surrounds you.

With Care,

Mac Schafer

date
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Window May 17, 2020

An Update from Your Pastor
Dear Members & Friends: 
   As Governor Cooper has 
North Carolina entering into 
Phase One of the re-
opening plan, I wanted 
to give you an update 
on where we are as a 
church community.  
   Your Session has met 
every two weeks for 
updates and planning 
since the emergence 
of COVID-19. They 
have been committed 
and thoughtful in their 
discernment about the 
direction of the church and 
established a COVID-19 
sub-committee that works to 
advise them and the staff on 
planning and action.
   As states discern what 
reopening looks like, I 
want you to know that the 
Presbytery of New Hope 
and the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) have issued extensive 
and detailed documents to 
advise Sessions on how 
to move forward. These 
documents have been made 

available to your Session 
and we are already having 
discussions about what the 

future months could 
look like if we were to 
re-open aspects of our 
in-person ministry.
   Your Session is 
proceeding cautiously. 
For the well being 
of our members and 
friends, especially 
those most vulnerable, 

the Session re-affirmed their 
decision to keep our campus 
closed through May 31st. 
Session will meet again on 
Monday, June 1st and their 
COVID-19 sub-committee 
will plan to advise them on 
possible directions forward.  
   I also want to let you 
know that the Hudson 
Memorial Preschool Board 
unanimously decided to keep 
the preschool closed for their 
June session. This decision 
was supported by the Session.
   Having said all this, 
the Session has ensured 
ministry continues: Your staff 
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Lee Corbett

Children & Family

Appreciation for Lee Corbett
Sunday, May 31
On May 31st Lee Corbett 
concludes almost five years 
at HMPC as Coordinator 
of Children’s Ministry. She 
joined us when children’s 
ministry was 
beginning a 
significant transition 
and for the first time 
in many years put 
in place a quarter 
time staff person 
to focus on our 
Sunday morning 
program. Lee 
quickly became a 
welcoming presence 
to our children 
and their families as she 
guided children’s Sunday 
School through many 
changes including format, 
curriculum and meeting time. 
Lee held classes throughout 
the building and outside 
on our campus so that the 
children had various places 
to experience their lessons. 
Outreach and care for those 
in need have been a central 
focus that she has helped the 
children to express in tangible 
ways. Her enthusiasm was 
instrumental in maintaining 
the wonderful children’s 

worship area in the sanctuary 
and she eagerly participated 
in the children’s message 
team. She supervised the 
child care staff and child 
care wing, another area 

where upgrades 
have taken place. 
Her accessibility, 
compassion and 
kindness have 
been greatly 
appreciated as she 
made participation 
for children and 
volunteers a joy. At 
the same time she 
has been a part of 
so many changes 

here, Lee has had others of 
great importance as well. 
   After many years teaching 
preschool at Saint Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, she is 
now teaching sixth grade at 
East Garner Middle School. 
Her daughter Caroline 

graduated from George 
Washington University and 
works in Washington DC with 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center. Lee’s daughter Abby 
just graduated from Enloe 
High School and will attend 
Meredith College. Lee’s 
rescue dog Beanie was a very 
happy addition to their family.
  The Fellowship Committee 
has planned several 
opportunities for us to express 
our appreciation to Lee. 
Families on our distribution 
list have received these details 
and everyone is invited to 
a virtual fellowship time to 
celebrate Lee on Sunday, May 
31st at 11:45am via Zoom. 
Families will receive the 
Zoom link. 
   For more information 
contact Susan Bradshaw 
susanbradshaw8@gmail.
com or Jeanna Gatten  
jeanna_129@hotmail.com 

Participate in Worship Online
Due to Covid-19, we will have worship 
services available online but not in the 
sanctuary. Worship with us at hmpc.org/
worship-services. Closed captioning is 
available. 

mailto:susanbradshaw8%40gmail.com?subject=Lee%20Appreciation
mailto:susanbradshaw8%40gmail.com?subject=Lee%20Appreciation
mailto:jeanna_129%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.hmpc.org/worship-services
http://www.hmpc.org/worship-services
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Rachael McConnell

Half Time Director of Children    
and Family Ministry Hired

Children & Family

As we have informed you 
previously, the Session 
approved increasing the 
Children’s Ministry position 
from quarter time 
to half time when 
the 2020 budget 
was approved, 
following a 
proposal from 
the Personnel 
Committee. Since 
that time a search 
committee has 
been hard at work 
discerning who 
might be called to 
that position.
   We are pleased 
to announce that Rachael 
M. McConnell has been 
hired to serve as the Director 
of Children and Family 
Ministry at HMPC. Rachael 
has a bachelor of arts degree 
from the University of 
Texas Arlington majoring 
in psychology and minoring 
in music. She has a master 
of divinity degree from 
Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary 
and she is a Candidate 
for Ordination in the 

Presbyterian Church (USA). 
She most recently served 
Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Austin, Texas as 

their Associate 
Director of 
Children & 
Family Ministry 
and as a 
Congregational 
Care Intern. 
She has taught 
Spanish and 
music at a 
Montessori 
School and been 
a children’s 
choir director 
and worship 

leader at a Baptist church in 
Georgetown, Texas.
   At Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, Rachael was an 
important part of a growing 
children’s program with 
over 200 children. She 
coordinated more than 43 
volunteers and was on a task 
force that created a spiritual 
formation plan for children 
from birth to fifth grade. 
At Covenant, she created 
and coordinated Mission 
Sundays for fourth and fifth 

graders to engage with faith-
based non-profits every six 
weeks.  
   Rachael is married to Josh 
and they have four sons: 
Isaac, 14, Esmond, 11, John, 
3, and Willie 6 months. They 
like to stay busy attending 
their son’s baseball games, 
traveling, watching movies, 
and going on treasure hunts 
at local thrift shops and 
garage sales. In her spare 
time Rachael likes to cook, 
sing, read, and eat with 
friends. 
   Rachael will begin her 
ministry at HMPC on 
Monday, June 15th.
   Special thanks to Cary 
Dickerson and Sarah Edge 
for their energy, insight, 
prayerful discernment and 
care in the search for a 
new staff person. We look 
forward to welcoming 
Rachael and her family to 
Hudson.
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mobile phone. A printed 
version for those who prefer 
a traditional paper directory 

Upload Your Photo to the Directory
Member Directory

Hudson is working on a 
new church photo directory 
that will be available 
online and via mobile app. 
You may have received 
an e-mail from HMPC 
recently, inviting you to 
upload a photo. Thank you 
to the many families and 
individuals who already 
did it! If you have not 
uploaded your photo, please 
do by following the simple 
instructions in the e-mail.
   Soon you will be able to 
access the directory online 
and through an app on your 

will be published. We are 
very excited about having 
the flexibility to keep our 
photo directory up to date 
and feel confident that all 
of you will appreciate the 
convenience!

If you have any questions, 
or you would like HMPC 
Directory Coordinator Mary 
Schindo to come to your 
home to take a quick and 
safe “porch picture” photo of 
your family for the directory, 
please contact Pat Cash at 
pcash@hmpc.org or 919-
787-1086.

Worship & the Arts

Sixth Sunday   
of Easter
Sunday, May 17
Worship will include Pastor Debbie’s reflection 
on John 14:1-21: how we live into the life 
giving love of God as we love one another. 
Karen Melling will share a children’s message 
and Nancy Eyre will offer prayers. Phil Hayden 
will share a hopeful, reassuring and cheerful 
contemporary song about trust in God during 
difficult times, You Shine.

Purchases to 
Benefit Hudson
Through End of May
Homewood Gardens is conducting a fundraiser 
for HMPC. Shop at Homewood Gardens and 
let the cashier know that the purchase should be 
entered under Hudson Memorial Presbyterian 
Church. In June, all purchases under Hudson 
Memorial’s name will be tallied and 10% of 
purchases will be loaded on a gift card to add 
beautiful plantings to Hudson’s campus. 

Fundraiser

mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=Photo%20Directory
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Capital Campaign

Project Updates
By Scott Billman
Well, 2020 has not progressed the way any 
of us thought it would. The 60th Anniversary 
Capital Campaign projects may be the one 
exception. The design of the new Sanctuary 
access ramp was completed and the work was 
bid to several local construction companies. 
   We have entered into a 
contract with Riggs-Harrod 
Builders, Inc. to build the ramp 
addition as well as build a new 
section for the columbarium 
in Memorial Garden. The 
columbarium is funded through 
the Memorial Garden Funds 
and the ramp addition is funded 
mostly by the contributions 
to the Capital Campaign and 
partially by a designated gift 
to HMPC that the Session 
approved to be used for the 
project. The design plans are with the City of 
Raleigh for permit approval and the contractor 
has started to ready the material orders. We are 
hopeful the permits will be issued in May and 
the construction will begin. If you come by 
the church in the next few months please don’t 
mind our mess in Memorial Garden, as the 
construction will be in full swing this summer.

   The ramp will leave the North side 
Sanctuary vestibule, run along the exterior 
of the existing building past the Library, 
and enter into the John Knox room. That 
room will be converted into a gathering and 
welcoming area. New space is being created 
in Westminster Hall to handle our Sunday 

School class needs as well as 
create a more flexible space with 
the addition of a partition wall.
   2020 is the third and final year 
of our 60th Anniversary Capital 
Campaign and projects. We 
continue to be blessed with the 
contributions of time, talent, and 
treasures by the congregation 
as we continue to fulfill the task 
force report vision to help us 
bring the word of God, through 
Jesus Christ, to our community. 
We started with a list of projects 

and pledges of $806,861. To date we have 
received $610,838 against those pledges 
and look forward to the completion of the 
pledge donations to be able to complete the 
ramp project and finish funding the HMPC 
Foundation so we can continue to sustain the 
beautiful facility and grounds for years to 
come.

How to Help in A Pandemic
Our ministry partners need our financial support during this time. Go to 
https://www.hmpc.org/ways-to-help-during-pandemic to donate online.

“We continue 
to be blessed 
with the 
contributions of 
time, talent, and 
treasures by the 
congregation 
...” 

https://www.hmpc.org/ways-to-help-during-pandemic
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Online Community 
Stay in community with us online at Twitter (Hudson Memorial PC), 
Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). Pastor Mac has 
done a history of  Presbyterianism in Raleigh and a series on labyrinths in 
Raleigh.

Sacred Conversations
Sunday, May 17 & 24 
at 11:30am
Facilitated by   
Pastor Debbie
Our conversations the past 
few weeks have been a rich 
blessing as we reflected on 
the ways Christ meets us 
in this extraordinary time. 
We conclude the season of 

Easter focusing on how the 
Christian tradition calls us to 
be interdependent and created 
in relationship with one 
another. We will consider the 
challenges and opportunities 
we have when our methods 
of communicating and being 
in community have changed. 
Material from Life Together 

Seeing the 
Word
Monday, May 18
Seeing the Word is a scripture 
study that utilizes images 
from the Saint John’s 
Illuminated Bible. The group 
meets on the third Monday 
of the month at 12 noon 
on Zoom. Let Pastor Mac 
(mschafer@hmpc.org) know 
if you would like a Zoom 
invitation.

Apart by Kate Bowler and 
the hymn When We Face an 
Unknown Future by Carolyn 
Winfrey Gillette will inform 
our gatherings. To join the 
class May 17th follow this 
link.
   For more information 
contact Debbie at dkirk@
hmpc.org. 

Waking Up With   
the Word 

Faith Formation

Tuesday, May 19
This men’s bible 
study will meet 
every Tuesday 
morning at 6:30 
while we are 
sheltering in place 
due to COVID-19. 
   The group centers on the 
scripture that will be preached 

on the following Sunday. No 
previous bible study 
experience is needed. 
The group is meeting 
via Zoom. If you 
have not received 
an invitation to the 
group and would like 

to, contact Mac Schafer at 
mschafer@hmpc.org.

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
https://zoom.us/j/99129658816?pwd=TXdRbnJuUlltYnNqYk52QUJIbnI3UT09 
https://zoom.us/j/99129658816?pwd=TXdRbnJuUlltYnNqYk52QUJIbnI3UT09 
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
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Faith Formation

Women at the Well  
May 20-28
Women at the Well is continuing its 
weekly and monthly schedule via Zoom. 
Both groups will be discussing podcasts that 
invite us to consider aspects of this unsettled 
time through the lens of faith and culture. 
Current participants will receive the content 
and Zoom invitation. This is a great time for 
other women to join us! Contact Debbie Kirk 
(dkirk@hmpc.org) if you would like to be included in the list 
of participants. The weekly meeting is Wednesday, May 20th 
at 9:15 a.m. The next monthly meeting is Thursday, May 28th 
at 6 p.m.

Presbyterian Pint
Thursday, May 21
Presbyterian Pint will meet at 7 p.m. on Zoom. 
Men of the church are welcome to join the 
group for fellowship and faith in a friendly 
environment. Chris Page will come ready with 
relevant questions of theology and culture that 
the group will discuss. If you have not received an 
invitation to the group and would like to, contact 
Mac Schafer at mschafer@hmpc.org.

Brown Bag 
Lunch

Monday, June 1
Order Book Now! On 
Monday, June 1st at 12 noon 
the Brown Bag Lunch group 
will begin discussing Always 
with Us? What Jesus Really 
Said About the Poor by Liz 
Theoharis. This is one of 
two books the moderators 
of the 222nd Presbyterian 
Church General Assembly 
recommended congregations 
read. It is especially fitting 
as the congregation tries to 
address food insecurity on a 
deeper level. You can either 
purchase the book on your 
own or ask Pastor Mac to 
order it for you by Friday, 
May 22nd. In preparation for 
June 1st please read through 
page 62 by the first session. 
Let Mac know if you would 
like a Zoom invitation to the 
group (mschafer@hmpc.org).

Groups & Classes 
Although we are social distancing due to 
COVID-19 many groups and classes are 
meeting online! Contact a group leader for 
an invitation. 

mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=Women%20at%20the%20Well
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=Brown%20Bag%20Lunch
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Giving
Your financial support is vital to the church. Here are ways you can give:

• Checks can be mailed to: Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church, 4921 Six 
Forks Road, Raleigh, NC 27609

• Online at hmpc.org via credit card 
• Bill-pay through your bank
• Recurring Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) from your checking account. 

Contact Pat at pcash@hmpc.org to set this up.

Youth

Youth Group News 
This Week
Middle School Youth Group will meet May 
17th at 7 p.m. for a light night of games, 
stories, trivia, favorite foods, and more. Watch 
for e-mail and text messages for the Zoom 
invitation and link.   

High School Youth Group will meet May 
17 at 8 p.m. for an evening of celebrations 
and concerns, prayer requests, and online 
Pictionary (skribbl.io) that is so much fun. 
Watch for e-mail and text messages for the 
Zoom invitation and link.   

Explorers 5, 6, & 7 Sunday School  Class 
Curriculum – The Feasting on the Word 
curriculum will be sent out each week so that 
youth and their families have the resources 
needed to gather and explore the weekly lesson 
as your schedule allows.  

Confirmation Class – Be sure and send 
your headshot pictures to Frank Boyd ASAP.  
You will be notified as soon as Confirmation 
Sunday can safely be rescheduled.  

High School Seniors – Send Frank Boyd a 
copy of your senior picture and the answers 
to your senior questions for the Class of 2020 
bulletin board.   

Spring and Summer Youth Events – Some 
of the following events have been cancelled, 
postponed, and others remain scheduled, but 
their status could change. Watch this list and 
your e-mail for updates and further notice.   

• Zoom Meeting – Middle School Youth, 
May 17 at 7 p.m.

• Zoom Meeting – High School Youth, 
May 17 at 8 p.m.

• Confirmation Sunday will be 
rescheduled as soon as safely possible.

• Graduation Sunday will be rescheduled. 
• Mission Trip to Maryland, Massanetta, 

& More has been cancelled.
• Massanetta Middle School Conference 

has been cancelled.    
• Montreat Youth Conference (for grades 

8-12), July 19-25. Watch for updates.

https://www.hmpc.org
mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
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Calendar

Zoom Meetings
Below is a list of upcoming Zoom meetings. 
If you are part of a committee or group, you 
should have received an e-mail invitation. If 
you have not received an invitation, contact 
your group leader.

Sunday, May 17
    11:30 a.m. – Sacred Conversations
      1:00 p.m. – Hudson Connects      
      7:00 p.m. – Middle School Youth
      8:00 p.m. – High School Youth

Monday, May 18
    12:00 p.m. – Seeing the Word
      7:00 p.m. – Deacons

Tuesday, May 19
      6:30 a.m. – Waking Up With the Word

Wednesday, May 20
      9:15 a.m. – Women at the Well      
      7:00 p.m. – Handbells 1 rehearse & record

Thursday, May 21
      7:00 p.m. – Handbells 2 rehearsal
      7:00 p.m. – Presbyterian Pint
      7:00 p.m. – Deacon Class of 2023 
             Orientation

Missions

Food Bank to Fill 
Critical Need 
COVID-19 has lead to an increased need for 
food donations. The Food Bank of Central 
and Eastern North Carolina (FBCENC) has 
remained open to fill this tremendous need. In 
addition to their normal operations serving the 
community, the Food Bank has distributed more 
than 16,000 family-sized boxes, containing 20 
meals per box, in response to the COVID-19 
crisis. Through coordinated efforts, these boxes 
are going to FBCENC disaster relief partner 
agencies, some school districts, and several 
Meals on Wheels chapters, to help support 
seniors on weekends. This year, with schools 
closed since March, summer hunger has started 
early. FBCENC has connected with local 
vendors to launch an earlier start to the Kids 
Summer Meals program.
   Currently, volunteers have provided more 
than 69,000 meals by packing disaster boxes 
and other essential work. The Food Bank 
greatly relies on volunteers, especially in times 
of crisis. 
   Hudson’s Mission Committee encourages 
church members to continue to support 
neighbors in need during this difficult time. As a 
Hunger Action Congregation, the Food Bank is 
the primary mission partner. Hudson work days 
at the Food Bank are suspended for now but 
you can still volunteer as individuals. 
   To give financially go to https://
foodbankcenc.org and click on ‘donate 
now.’ To volunteer, go to foodbankcenc.org/
volunteer.

https://foodbankcenc.org
https://foodbankcenc.org
http://www.foodbankcenc.org/volunteer
http://www.foodbankcenc.org/volunteer
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Accessing Staff & Deacon on Call
During the time that the office is closed due to COVID-19, please be assured that you can still 
get in touch with all staff and the Deacons’ Prayer Line. Below is a list of staff and their e-mail 
addresses. Staff is monitoring e-mails and voice mails multiple times a day, and the Deacon on 
Call is accessing voice mails left on the Deacon Prayer Line at least twice a day. We will continue 
to stay in touch, even though it is not face-to-face at this time. 

Social Media
You may also follow Hudson on social media. Hudson Memorial is on Twitter (Hudson Memorial 
PC), Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). The staff will post regularly.

Staff Directory
Mac Schafer – mschafer@hmpc.org
Pastor & Head of Staff  

Debbie Kirk – dkirk@hmpc.org
Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture

Aleta Ash – aash@hmpc.org
Minister of Visitation

Philip Hayden – phayden@hmpc.org
Music Director & Composer

Frank Boyd – fboyd@hmpc.org
Director of Youth Ministries

Lee Corbett – lcorbett@hmpc.org
Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Gina Hayek – ghayek@hmpc.org
Children’s Music Director

Carol Yeargin – yeargin@bellsouth.net
Organist

Pat Cash – pcash@hmpc.org  
Business Administrator

Susan Gressel – sgressel@hmpc.org
Bookkeeper

Patty Shaver – pshaver@hmpc.org  
Administrative Assistant

Dorothy Roche – droche@hmpc.org
Preschool Director

Joyce Hawkins – jhawkins@hmpc.org
Assistant Preschool Director

Hope Parangi – hparangi@yahoo.com  
Church Hostess    

Church Operations

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:dkirk%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:aash%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:phayden%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:fboyd%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:lcorbett%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:ghayek%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:yeargin%40bellsouth.net?subject=
mailto:pcash%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:sgressel%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:pshaver%40hmpc.org?subject=
mailto:droche%40hmpc.org?subject=
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