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Worship & Arts

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship
Every year at this time the clergy on Six Forks Road plan an ecumenical worship service to be 
held at one of our churches.  It was Hudson’s year to host, but due to COVID-19, that has been 
pushed off to next year and we will be offering a virtual Thanksgiving worship service for you to 
participate in from your homes.  The service will be published for viewing on Tuesday, November 
24th, the traditional day we would be coming together to worship.

The churches and ministers who are participating:
• The Fountain of Raleigh Fellowship - The Reverend Paul Anderson
• Grace Lutheran Church - The Reverend Meghan Richter
• Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church - The Reverend Dr. Mac Schafer
• North Haven Church - The Reverend Dr. James Seymour
• North Raleigh Ministries - Ms. Donna Pygott
• St. Mark’s United Methodist Church - The Reverend LuAnn Charlton
• St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church - The Reverend Allen Waller
• Trinity Baptist Church - The Reverend Dr. Jeff Roberts

This worship service is a sign of Christian unity in a time of cultural divisiveness.  Our scriptures 
and the Presbyterian Book of Order call us into ecumenical relationships to better reflect the full 

body of Christ.  Hudson pastor Mac Schafer meets with this 
group of clergy for lunch on a monthly basis and the group 
have tried to stay connected through the pandemic, continuing 
to support and pray for each other.

We hope you will worship with us as our national holiday 
approaches.
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Mac’s Meanderings

Good Ole Tent 
Meetings
One of my “COVID-19” activities has been 
going on drives on my day off (Oh my I’m 
becoming my parents!).  I’ve done some of 
these drives on my own and some with Katy.  
I’ve been doing reading on North Carolina 
Presbyterian history and then seeking out some 
of the churches and graveyards associated 
with this history (Yes, I’m a Presbyterian 
nerd…).  One place I visited was the Hawfield 
Presbyterian Church in Mebane, North 
Carolina.  It is one of the older Presbyterian 
congregations in our state, and it is the location 
of the founding of old Orange Presbytery.  The 
church is right off I-40 if you ever want to take 
a 5 minute diversion in your driving.  It has 
a beautiful old meetinghouse and interesting 
graveyard.  While visiting there I picked up 
a book on the history of the church, called 
Church is the Old Fields” by Herbert Turner.  
In one section of that book it indicates that the 
first church meetings of Presbyterians in the 
area were tent meetings under arbor branch 
tents. The book indicates that in rain and snow 
these faithful Presbyterians would bundle up 
to hear the gospel proclaimed and to worship 
their God.

Well, old Presbyterian North Carolina 
history is repeating itself.  Three weeks ago 
it rained and we had a joyfully wet drive thru 
communion!  Thank you Sacristy Guild!  Who 
says the Presbyterian Church can’t be nimble?  

Two weeks ago we 
had our first successful 
outdoor worship service.  
On that Sunday people 
got sun burned in their 
lawn chairs as we 
ordained and installed 
elders and deacons.  

We’re back to old fashioned outdoor worship 
while at the same time offering virtual worship 
using all the modern day technological 
resources.

For the first three weeks of outdoor worship we 
had 70, 69 and 68 people RSVP for worship.  
A reminder to all of you that we have a HUGE 
outdoor campus and Session has approved 
up to 100 people worshipping.  Instead of 
the mandatory 6 feet separation between 
worshippers, we have made it a minimum of 
12 feet between worshippers.  It seems to be 
working great if you’d like to sign up.  

Session has postponed beginning Sunday 
worship in the sanctuary due to the increase 
in numbers of COVID cases.  Session will 
continue to monitor the COVID-19 situation in 
North Carolina.

Your staff and lay leadership have planned 
for Advent and Christmas.  You will find a 
schedule of Advent and Christmas worship 
events listed in this issue of the Weekly 
Window.  We have decided that Christmas Eve 
will offer four options: 

continued on page 3
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Waking Up with 
the Word 
Tuesday, November 24th
A men’s bible study group that 
meets every Tuesday morning 
at 6:30am. This coming Tuesday, we will 
meet at the WH Patio. The group studies 
the scripture text that will be preached on the 
following Sunday. No previous Bible study 
experience is needed. The group centers 
their study around three questions: What is a 
word or phrase that stands out to you in the 
text? Allow that word or phrase to prompt 
a memory from your life, a thought on the 
passage or a metaphor. What is Christ calling 
you to through the scripture text? Contact 
Mac Schafer (mschafer@hmpc.org) for more 
information.

Social Media 
Hudson Memorial is on:
- facebook (HudsonMPC)
- Twitter (Hudson Memorial PC) 
- Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc) 

Our Twitter and Instagram accounts have 
quotes, poetry, prayer, scripture, and 
images. Follow us and like us!

1. Drive-Thru Communion at 3 p.m. 
2. Outdoor Family Candlelight Worship at 5 

p.m. where we will light up the trees in our 
outdoor worship area 

3. Luminaries & Candlelight Outdoor 
Worship at 8 p.m. in our outdoor worship 
area

4. Virtual Christmas Eve worship recorded in 
the HMPC sanctuary with a string quartet.

We thank the congregation for their continued 
support and flexibility.  These have been 
difficult times.  I continue to be encouraged by 
our scriptures and the character of God.  We 
worship a Triune God who desires freedom 
from oppression, who walks with us in the 
wilderness, who provides nourishment and 
who is forgiving (see Psalm 78:1-7).  In a time 
when it is hard to know who to trust, we hope 
you will trust in the character of God.

Hope to see you at our “tent meetings” outside 
or online.

Happy Thanksgiving,

Mac

Mac’s Meanderings, 
continued

Adult Faith Formation

mailto:mschafer%40hmpc.org?subject=
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Youth Group News 
Youth Programs This Week
• Special Thanks to the Middle School 

Youth (grades 5-8) for their wonderful 
community service project last week 
purchasing nonperishable Thanksgiving 
food items for families at North Raleigh 
Ministries.   Well done!  

• The Explorers 5-6-7 Sunday School Class 
will meet this Sunday, November 22, 
at 9:30 A.M. with teacher Kelly Capps.  
Weather permitting, the class will meet 
outside at the Twin Oaks, but please 
watch your email and text messages to see 
if the class will be moved online to Zoom. 

• The High School Youth Program for 
this Sunday, November 22 is Popcorn & 
Movie Afternoon (3:30-5:30) as we have 
rented a local theater for a private viewing 
party to keep it small, safe, and secluded.  
If you like the movie “Elf”, please check 
your email and text messages for location 
and details.  There is no charge for the 
movie, but please plan to bring some 
money for snacks.  We hope you can join 
us.  

Looking Ahead
• Ski Trip Canceled – The Youth Committee 

decided last week to cancel this year’s 
Ski Trip to Wintergreen due to the recent 
spike in Covid-19 cases.   Everyone 
who has registered will be refunded 
their full amount.  We apologize for 
any inconvenience and look forward 
to 2022.  Thank you for your patience 
and understanding.   If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact 
Frank Boyd, Director of Youth Ministries.     

Youth

2021 Pledge 
Campaign Update
Sunday, November 
8th was Commitment 
Sunday, the day 
members and friends 
commit their time, 
talent and financial 
resources to Christ 
through HMPC  Thank 
you to all of you who 
pledged in person, 
mailed your pledge in or made your commitment 
online. 
Currently there are 132 households that have 
pledged out of 374 member households for a 
total of $582,641.96. This time last year we had 
collected 151 pledges for a total of $614,519.96. 
It is not too late to pledge. You may pledge 
online here, mail your pledge to the church, 
email your pledge to Susan Gressel, HMPC 
Bookkeeper or call Pat Cash at 919-787-1086 to 
request a pledge form be mailed to you.  Thank 
you for your commitment to Christ through the 
church during these challenging times.
Thanks be to God!

Giving Ministry

• Flyers for Montreat 2021, Massanetta 
2021, and the Spring High School 
Lock-in can be found on the church 
website.  Please contact Frank Boyd, 
Director of Youth Ministries, if you have 
any questions.   

https://www.hmpc.org/stewardship-pledge-form
https://www.hmpc.org/stewardship-pledge-form
mailto:sgressel%40hmpc.org?subject=
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Worship & Art

Advent & Christmas Worship Events
Date Time Event Location
Saturday, November 28th 10-12 noon Hanging of the Greens Exterior of Church
Sunday, November 29th Daily through 

12/24
Virtual Christmas Joy Musical 
Advent Calendar Begins

Online/Email

Sunday, November 29th 10:30 am Worship, 1st Sunday of Advent West Lawn/Online
Sunday, December 6th 10:30 am Worship, 2nd Sunday of Advent West Lawn/Online
Sunday, December 13th 10:30 am Worship, 3rd Sunday of Advent, 

Children’s Christmas Pageant
West Lawn/Online

Sunday, December 20th 10:30 am Worship, 4th Sunday of Advent West Lawn/Online

Thursday, December 24th 3-4 pm Drive-Thru Communion West Parking Lot
Thursday, December 24th 5 pm Tree Lighting & Candlelight Service West Lawn
Thursday, December 24th 8 pm Luminary & Candlelight Service West Lawn
Thursday, December 24th Anytime Virtual Christmas Eve Service in the 

Sanctuary
Online

Hanging of the 
Greens
Saturday, November 28
It is that time again to prepare our hearts and our 
church for the coming of Christ .  You are invited 
to participate in the annual “Hanging of the 
Greens” at Hudson, but it will be a little different 
this year.  On Saturday, November 28th from 10 
am to 12 noon we are asking for volunteers to help 
decorate the outside of our church.   Decorations, 
instructions and supplies will be placed around the 
church property for volunteers to hang.   Volunteers 
are asked to sign up for a location using this link  

Chancel Guild
All volunteers are asked to wear masks and 
observe our church safety precautions. 

In this way, we prepare our 
hearts. We make room 
again for the Messiah. 
In “hanging the greens” 
we share with Christians 
throughout the ages the 
memory and anticipation 
of Christ’s coming. We 
decorate our church with 
these symbols of the season, so then even our 
decorations proclaim: Jesus is born! God is with 
us! 

Plan now to help as we prepare again to celebrate 
the coming of Christ.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090d4aaca722a3f94-outdoor
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090d4aaca722a3f94-outdoor
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Christmas Gift Cards for Hurting 
Children 

For many a past Christmas, Hudson has supported 
children from Grandfather Children’s Home, 
operated by the Children’s Hope Alliance. Partly 
due to the pandemic, the children are now at 
Children Hope Alliance’s facility in Statesville.

We are asking people who wish to support the 22 
children this Christmas to sign up here to provide 
a gift card for a child. The cost is $28, which 
includes the fee to purchase the gift card. We are 
also asking that you pay for the gift card online, the 
link is provided in the SignUp Genius. 

For those who do not have internet access and wish 
to participate, please contact Pat Cash at 919-787-
1086. The Mission Committee will make sure the 
children receive the cards in plenty of time before 
Christmas. This method spares participants the 
exposure of securing a card and getting it to the 
church, while accomplishing the same personal, 
seasonal good as before. 

Please help us bring some joy to some of God’s 
hurting children. 

The Mission Committee

Prayers for 
Households
During this time when we are physically apart, 
we can all benefit from the prayers of others. 
Starting at the beginning of our church directory, 
the Deacons are praying for 7 member households 
each week, with the goal of praying for each 
and every member of our congregation. These 
households are listed below so the congregation 
can have the opportunity to join in praying for 
them as well. In addition, each household will 
receive a positive note of encouragement from 
the Deacons in the mail.  As always, if you have 
a specific request for prayer at any time, you 
can submit a prayer request from the website 
or you may call 919-787-1086 and press 2 for 
the Deacon’s Prayer Line. Deacon on Call for 
November is PJ Conger.
Prayer Households for week of November 22nd. 
Please keep these families in your prayers:
• Alanna, Bob, Lauren and Bobby Conder
• Ginny & George Conger
• P.J., Kurt, Anna and Eric Conger
• Betty Congleton
• Julie, Jason, Nora & Caroline Cook
• Liza, Jeffrey, Schuyler and Dylan Coonse
• Michelle, Brian, Jordan and Nolan Coppedge

Deacons Mission

Tend My Sheep

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4BA9A82AA1FE3-childrens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4BA9A82AA1FE3-childrens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4BA9A82AA1FE3-childrens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4BA9A82AA1FE3-childrens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4BA9A82AA1FE3-childrens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4BA9A82AA1FE3-childrens


Beginning Sunday, November 29th, you’re 
invited to experience a special Advent blessing 
each day.  Each day you’ll receive a link to our 
virtual Advent Calendar of Christmas Joy.  For 
each of the 26 days of Advent leading up to 
Christmas, you’ll be invited to 
• Sing along on a verse of a Christmas carol 
• Read a short Advent scripture 
• Enjoy a short devotion prepared by 

members of the Chancel Choir and the 
Hudson Handbell Ringers

• Hear a piece of holiday music prepared by 
various musicians from our congregation, 
and

• Be invited to lay aside or purchase a specific 
food item for North Raleigh Ministries

We are all having to adjust our holiday 
traditions due to the Covid-19 pandemic, but we 
hope this special Advent gift from our Hudson 
musicians will bless your Christmas season in 
a truly memorable way.  Each day of Advent, 
just click on the link sent to your email, and be 
blest!

2020 Virtual Christmas Joy

The Advent Calendar Of Christmas Joy

2020 Virtual Christmas Joy Intentional Practice

The Hunger Action Team suggests you set aside 
one food item or a small amount of money each 
day to stock the Food Pantry at North Raleigh 
Ministries. Each day you will select an item and 
place it on a table where you have your meals and 
as you offer a blessing for your food include one 
for those who will receive the food.  Adapt the 
practice in a way that is simple and brings you joy. 
Note that everything should be new, shelf stable, in 
date and unopened.  
Here are some suggested items. More information 
and the complete list is available here.

• Boxed Potatoes
• Boxed Mac & Cheese
• Boxed Stuffing
• Ramen Noodles
• Flour
• Sugar
• Cooking Oil
• Crackers
• Cereal
• Biscuit/Pancake Mix
• Canned Fruit
• Hearty Canned Soups
• Boxes/Packs Mashed Potatoes
• Ravioli

https://www.hmpc.org/2020-intentional-practice
https://www.hmpc.org/2020-intentional-practice


Mac Schafer – Pastor & Head of Staff - mschafer@hmpc.org
Debbie Kirk – Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture - dkirk@hmpc.org
Aleta Ash, Minister of Visitation – aash@hmpc.org
Philip Hayden, Music Director & Composer– phayden@hmpc.org
Frank Boyd, Director of Youth Ministries – fboyd@hmpc.org
Rachael McConnell, Director of Children & Family Ministries – rmcconnell@hmpc.org
Gina Hayek, Director of Joyful Noise – ghayek@hmpc.org
Carol Yeargin, Organist – yeargin@bellsouth.net
Pat Cash, Business Administrator – pcash@hmpc.org  
Susan Gressel, Bookkeeper – sgressel@hmpc.org
Dorothy Roche, Preschool Director – droche@hmpc.org
Joyce Hawkins, Assistant Preschool Director – jhawkins@hmpc.org
Hope Parangi, Church Hostess  – hparangi@yahoo.com  
  

Staff Directory

Calendar 
Sunday, November 22

• 9:30 am Explorers 5-6-7
• 10:30 am - Children’s Sunday School 

Labyrinth Gathering Space
• 10:30 am - Outdoor Worship
• 3:30 pm - HS Movie Night Private Viewing 

Party
 Monday, November 23

• 7 pm - Session
Tuesday, November 24

• 6:30 am - Waking Up With the Word WH 
Patio

• 9:30 am - Staff Meeting
• 1 pm - Single Way
• 7 pm - Boy Scouts - West Lawn

Saturday, November 28
• 10 am – Outside Hanging of the Greens

Sunday, November 29
     First Sunday of Advent

• 10:30 am - Children’s Sunday School 
Labyrinth Gathering Space

• 10:30 am - Outdoor Worship
 
Meetings are by Zoom unless noted otherwise. 

Healthier Holidays
Wake County Wants Us All to Have 
Healthier Holidays

Do
This

Not
That
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