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Worship & Arts
Holy Week
Even though COVID-19 prevents us from being physically together we have multiple worship 
opportunities for you to participate in online. 

service we will reflect on the 
final Passover meal Jesus 
shared with his disciples 
and his institution of the 
Lord’s Supper, at which 
time you will be invited to 
share communion in your 
home with the elements you 
have available. Worship will 
include Tenabrae, the service 
of darkness and shadows with 
scripture readings and musical 
responses before concluding 
in silence. 

Friday, April 10 
Good Friday Service 
Pastor Mac will reflect on the 
last seven words of Jesus from 
different locations in Raleigh. 
Phil Hayden will provide a 
beautiful musical meditation.

Sunday, April 12
Easter Sunday Service 
He is risen! He is risen 
indeed! We invite you to 
this online celebration of the 
resurrection. Between now 
and Thursday, April 9th, 
e-mail a five second video 
of you saying “He is risen!” 
or “He is risen indeed!” to 
Pastor Mac at mschafer@
hmpc.org.

Worship with us at hmpc.org/sermons

Sunday, April 5
Palm Sunday 
Debbie Kirk is preaching 
on Luke 19:28-44, Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. Palms are 
available if you are driving by 
the church in a bucket next to 
our Six Forks sign and at the 
labyrinth. Take one, then take 
a picture of your palm placed 
on the front door of your 
home, and e-mail it to Pastor 
Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org.

Thursday, April 9
Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday is a 
poignant setting reflecting 
the somber tone of the latter 
part of Holy Week. In the 

We welcome you 
to Holy Week

mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
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(Continued on page 3)

What Your Pastor     
is Reading During Lent 

on March 29th, I have kept 
reading these books on 
pilgrimage because we are 
on a different type of cultural 
pilgrims journey. A journey 
trying to make it through 
the virus COVID-19. The 
Latin roots for the words 
pilgrim and pilgrimage is 
“through the field/land.” 
Travel in ancient times was 
a dangerous venture. So 
continuing these readings 
seems appropriate. Here is a 
list of the books I am reading 
accompanied by a brief 
description.

Pilgrimage…
Exploring a Great 
Spiritual Practice 
Edward C. Sellner

This author has gone on 
pilgrimage everywhere. This 
book mines the depths of 
what a pilgrim is, how to go 
on pilgrimage and the history 
of pilgrimage. It highlights 
40 famous pilgrims and 
40 holy places to go on 
pilgrimage.

Now that most of 
us are under “Stay 
at Home” orders, 

it is a good time to share 
my seasonal reading list. 
With the exception of one 
selection, I started all of these 
books on Ash Wednesday as 
Lent began. You will notice 
the main theme of my book 
list is pilgrimage. When 
Lent started I thought of us 
connected to HMPC who 
were headed to Spain to walk 
the Camino de Santiago. That 
trip is now on hold. But as 
I mentioned in my sermon 

Mac’s Meanderings
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(Continued from page 2)
The Soul of a Pilgrim: 
Eight Traces for the 
Journey Within
Christine Valters Painter

If physical pilgrimage is 
not possible for you, maybe 
a spiritual pilgrimage is. 
Christine Painter explores 
practices of listening, starting 
over, entering the unknown, 
crossing thresholds and more. 
She uses biblical stories to 
teach spiritual practices.

To Bless the Space 
Between Us 
John O’Donohue

O’Donohue is an Irish 
poet and author who died 
in 2008 at the age of 52, 
just a few months after the 
publication of this book. 
He is an authority on Celtic 
Spirituality. The blessings 

and poems in this book deal 
with beginnings, desires, 
thresholds, homecomings, the 
heart, callings and endings.
 
The Art of the 
Commonplace: The 
Agrarian Essays of
Wendell Berry

I have known about Wendell 
Berry since seminary 
and read his poetry. 
Unfortunately, this collection 
has been gathering dust on 
a bookshelf since 2002. 
The Session Retreat leader 
this year, The Reverend Dr. 
Noah Campbell, talked to 
the session about “food as 
the currency of the Kingdom 
of God” and listed Berry’s 
book as essential reading. We 
brought in Noah as a part of 
the Session’s efforts to think 
about hunger action and our 
own relationship to food and 
the land.

The Pilgrim’s Guide 
To Santiago de 
Compostela 
William Melczer

I think if I had not become 
a Presbyterian minister, I 
would have loved teaching 
history. I love reading 
history and watching 
documentaries. This 
book is the first English 
translation of Book Five of 
the Codex Calixtinus, The 
twelfth-century guidebook 
that traces the route from 
southern France to Santiago 
de Compostela. The 
book also contains great 
reflections on the history, 
myths and stories of James 
the Greater (the disciple of 
Jesus) and a history on why 
pilgrims sought out relics. A 
word of warning – this is not 
easy reading.

These Days Devotionals
These Days: Daily Devotions for Living by Faith are now available. This issue 
includes devotions for April through June. To obtain a copy e-mail Patty at 
pshaver@hmpc.org or call the office at 919-787-1086. Devotionals will be 
mailed so be sure to include your address. 

Mac’s Meanderings
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Congregational Care
Praying for One Another Throughout Lent
By Debbie Kirk
Associate Pastor
Lent is coming to an end 
as we approach Holy Week 
and six weeks ago there 
was no way any of us could 
have known how the season 
would unfold. A constant 
refrain in the Christian 
community in the 
midst of a global 
pandemic is who 
would have thought 
that the season of Lent, 
where we intentionally 
reflect on the theme 
of wilderness, would 
have meant we would 
literally find ourselves in 
one? In the past few weeks, 
much has changed and will 
continue to do so as we stay 
physically separated from 
one another.
   We began Ash Wednesday 
with the imposition of ashes 
and dozens of our members 
and friends participated 
with the pastors sharing a 
prayer and marking hands 
or foreheads with ashes. As 
we have done the last several 
years, we had planned the 
following five Wednesdays 
to be simple meals and 
services of evening prayer 

hosted by our Deacons. The 
meals are always wonderful 
times of fellowship as church 
friends old and new eat 
together. During the services 
participants are invited to 
pray in several ways and one 
of the most meaningful is 
the rite of anointing with oil. 

The liturgy includes 
a description of this 
practice as “sacred 
touch” and it is indeed 
a holy practice for all 
who experience it.
   This year on the 
first Wednesday we 
were just beginning to 

pay attention to COVID-19. 
We ate supper as usual, 
provided hand sanitizer at 
supper in Westminster Hall 
and the sanctuary and shared 
the “passing of the peace” 
with a wave or nod. The 
second week as the virus 
was spreading, we purchased 
food commercially prepared 
rather than in the church 
kitchen, took extra steps to 
sanitize surfaces, removed 
anointing from the service, 
and invited participants 
to spread themselves out 
among the chairs to adhere 
to the concept of “social 
distancing.” On week three 

we canceled the meals and 
services altogether and at the 
end of that week all church 
activities were suspended. 
   Thanks to the availability of 
virtual meetings, the Deacons 
have continued to meet each 
Wednesday evening for the 
remainder of Lent in order 
to pray with each other and 
to pray for our members 
and friends. A significant 
aspect of anointing is that 
individuals can receive it for 
themselves or someone else 
who is unable to be present 
in person. Praying using 
phones and computers, we 
are reminded that rites and 
rituals can be adapted, and 
we do not have to be in the 
same place in order for the 
community to support one 
another.
   We have no idea when 
we will be together on our 
campus or visit elsewhere 
again. As we pray for one 
another from our homes, 
we are reminded that what 
binds us together is the love 
of God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The Pastors 
and Deacons are praying for 
you regularly and we are 
privileged to receive your 
specific requests at any time.
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Faith Formation
Waking Up with the Word 
Goes Weekly During COVID-19
Tuesday, April 7
This men’s bible study will meet every 
Tuesday morning at 6:30 a.m. while 
COVID-19 is going on. The group centers 
on the scripture that will be preached on the 
following Sunday. No previous bible study 
experience is needed. The group is meeting 
via Zoom. If you are not receiving an invite to the group and 
would like to, contact Mac Schafer at mschafer@hmpc.org

Presbyterian Pint Goes Bimonthly
Thursday, April 9
Presbyterian Pint will meet at 7 p.m. on Zoom. 
Men of the church are welcome to join Pastor 
Mac for fellowship and faith in a friendly 
environment. Pastor Mac comes ready with articles 
and culture that the group will discuss. For more 
information contact Mac at mschafer@hmpc.org.

Music Ministry
By Phil Hayden
Raleigh native and Hudson friend, Pepper Choplin, has written 
a beautifully reassuring choral piece that I am sure you will be 
blessed with. It’s entitled ‘We Are Not Alone’, and was sung at 
Hudson a few years ago by the Maryville College Choir. You 
may remember it; it’s quite moving.
   In this very uncertain time, it’s so important to remember 
that we are held in the hands of our loving God. I 
hope you enjoy the music (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OviilwuJVtE).

Children’s  
Ministry
Vacation Bible 
School
August 3-7, 2020
Register for VBS “Rocky 
Railway – Jesus’ Power Pulls 
Us Through.” Join us for a 
fun week of music, crafts, 
experiments, games, and 
explore where God’s power 
can take you!
   VBS will be held August 
3–7 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. with 
classes for children age 4 (by 
August 31) through rising 4th 
graders. 
   For registration packets, 
cost, and volunteer 
information, go to https://
www.hmpc.org/vbs-2020. 

Memorial 
Gifts
Month of
Memorial gifts were given 
in memory of Mary Shook 
by Carolyn Smart and John 
Whisler.

mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OviilwuJVtE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OviilwuJVtE
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Special Offering
One Great Hour of Sharing

April 12
We will be receiving a 
Special Offering for One 
Great Hour of Sharing. 
Join with Presbyterians 
world-wide in sharing God’s 
love with our neighbors 
in need around the world 
by providing relief from 
natural disasters, food for 
the hungry, and support for 
the poor and oppressed. This 
Lenten season, please give 

generously to One Great Hour 
of Sharing. You may mail 
your donation to the church, 
donate online or text to give. 
   Here is how to text to 
give: Text amount ‘OGH’ 
to 888-906-0744 (example: 
25 OGH). If you have not 
done this before, you will 
be prompted to enter your 
information. Once it has been 
entered, you will not have to 
enter it again.

Youth
News This 
Week
Middle and High 
School Youth 
Groups will be 
meeting on various 
Sunday evenings 
via Zoom, so 
watch your 
e-mail and text 
messages closely 
for these e-gatherings and 
invitations. Feel free to 
download the Zoom app on 
your phone or tablet. These 
e-youth groups are a perfect 
cure for cabin fever – please 
join us. 

The Middle School 
Youth Group will have an 
e-Gathering this Sunday 
evening, April 5th, at 7:00 
on Manners & Rudeness. 

Watch your e-mail and 
text messages for the 
invitation and link.     

Explorers 5, 6, & 7 
Sunday School Class 
The Feasting on the 

Word curriculum will 
be sent out each week so that 
youth and their families have 
the resources needed to gather 
and explore the weekly lesson 
as your schedule allows. Feel 
free to contact Frank Boyd, 
Director of Youth Ministries 

if you have any questions 
(hmpcyouthgroup@gmail.
com).       

eConfirmation Class  
We will have an e-class this 
Sunday morning, April 5th, 
at the regularly scheduled 
time (9:30). Watch your 
e-mail and phones for the 
meeting invitation. Continue 
to work on your Statements 
of Faith and Tri-Fold 
displays. Feel free to contact 
your mentors or any of the  
confirmation teachers if you 
have any questions. Many 
thanks to those of you who 
have already sent in your 
Statements of Faith.  

mailto:hmpcyouthgroup@gmail.com
mailto:hmpcyouthgroup@gmail.com
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Giving 
By Bill Flueckinger
Chair, Finance Committee
Several people have asked 
questions about giving while 
services and meetings have 
been suspended. There 
are a number of ways to 
continue giving if you wish 
to take advantage of them. 
If circumstances prevent 
you from your customary 
giving that is perfectly 
understandable during these 
unusual times.
   The church’s finances 
started strong in 2020 so 
presently we can withstand 
this interruption and pay our 
ongoing obligations. Your 
continued support will assist 
us in maintaining a strong 
position.
   Checks can be mailed to the 

church but please do not send 
cash through the mail. The 
address for mail is:

Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church
4921 Six Forks Road
Raleigh, NC 27609

   You also have the option of 
making donations online at 
the church’s website hmpc.
org via credit card. You will 
have the option of donating 
one time, weekly or monthly. 
You will need to create a 
login if you have not already 
done so. The login will 
consist of your e-mail address 
and a password.
   Bill-pay through your bank 
is another option.
   You may also wish to 
consider setting up a recurring 
Electronic Funds Transfer 
(EFT) directly from your 

checking account. Funds will 
be drafted from your account 
on the 15th of the month or 
the next business day after the 
15th. To set this up you will 
need to provide Pat Cash a 
voided check and instruction 
by written note or e-mail.
   Text to Give  – You may 
also text to give for your 
donations to the general fund. 
Here is how to text to give: 
Text amount to 888-906-0744. 
If you have not done this 
before, you will be prompted 
to enter your information. 
Once it has been entered, you 
will not have to enter it again. 
   We look forward to the time 
we will be able to meet and 
worship together on Sunday 
mornings. In the meantime 
please take all precautions to 
stay safe and healthy.

Fundraiser to Benefit HMPC
March-May
Homewood Gardens is conducting a fundraiser for HMPC. 
When members of Hudson Memorial (or their family 
and friends) shop at Homewood Gardens, let the cashier 
know that the purchase should be entered under Hudson 
Memorial’s name. This fundraiser will go through the end 
of May. In June, all purchases under Hudson Memorial’s 
name will be tallied and 10% of purchases will be loaded on 
a gift card to add beautiful plantings to Hudson’s campus. 

Celebra-
tion 
Congratulations to member 
Lauren and San Parikh whose 
second daughter, Sonia Justus 
was born on March 23rd.

http://hmpc.org
http://hmpc.org
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Church Operations
Accessing Staff and Deacon on Call
During the time that the office is closed due to COVID-19, please be assured that you can still 
get in touch with all staff and the Deacons’ Prayer Line. Below is a list of staff and their e-mail 
addresses. Staff is monitoring e-mails and voice mails multiple times a day, and the Deacon on 
Call is accessing voice mails left on the Deacon Prayer Line at least twice a day. We will continue 
to stay in touch, even though it is not face-to-face at this time. 

Social Media
You may also follow Hudson on social media. Hudson Memorial is on Twitter (Hudson Memorial 
PC), Instagram (hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). The staff will be posting 
regularly.

Staff Directory
Mac Schafer – mschafer@hmpc.org
Pastor & Head of Staff  

Debbie Kirk – dkirk@hmpc.org
Associate Pastor, Spiritual Growth & Nurture

Aleta Ash – aash@hmpc.org
Minister of Visitation

Philip Hayden – phayden@hmpc.org
Music Director & Composer

Frank Boyd – fboyd@hmpc.org
Director of Youth Ministries

Lee Corbett – lcorbett@hmpc.org
Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Gina Hayek – ghayek@hmpc.org
Children’s Music Director

Carol Yeargin – yeargin@bellsouth.net
Organist

Pat Cash – pcash@hmpc.org  
Business Administrator

Susan Gressel – sgressel@hmpc.org
Bookkeeper

Patty Shaver – pshaver@hmpc.org  
Administrative Assistant

Dorothy Roche – droche@hmpc.org
Preschool Director

Joyce Hawkins – jhawkins@hmpc.org
Assistant Preschool Director

Hope Parangi – hparangi@yahoo.com  
Church Hostess    


