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Making an impact worldwide
Mission coworkers bring hope and help to communities in need.

BY CHRISTINE COY FOHR AND KATHY MELVIN
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F or students in a South Sudan 
village, the future looked 
uncertain. 

Their school, in the village 
of Maleng-Agok, was in danger 
of closing because of the volatile 
political situation in the strife-torn 
country. Some of the local volunteers 
were unable to honor their com-
mitments to the school, and wiring 
money to keep the school operating 
had become increasingly difficult.

“We nearly gave up,” says Barclay 
Poling, a member of Hudson 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, which had 
reestablished the school in 2000 after 
it was bombed in a Sudanese civil 
war. “Going it alone was no longer an 
option. The idea that we could simply 
restore a primary school in a village 
like Maleng-Agok and then hope for 
the best seemed very naive.”

Looking for a better way to 
support education in Maleng-Agok, 
Hudson’s mission committee con-
tacted Presbyterian World Mission, 
which was already working with the 
Sudan Mission Network to improve 
educational opportunities in the 
region. Debbie Braaksma, Africa 
area coordinator for Presbyterian 
World Mission, suggested that one of 
the best ways Hudson could partner 
with the school would be to help 
provide professional training for its 
untrained teachers. So in partner-
ship with World Mission, Hudson 
created a scholarship program to 
help four teachers from the Maleng-
Agok school attend a teacher 
training college. After graduation, 
the teachers will return to the 
village to resume their posts.

“We see the collaboration with 
World Mission as essential,” Poling 
says. “Education is our best hope to 

break a terrible cycle of poverty in 
South Sudan. This approach works.” 

A tradition of partnerships
When Presbyterians began inter-
national mission work over 175 
years ago, “foreign missions” was a 
profession—a career that most people 
could only dream about. Fast-forward 
to 2015, and opportunities abound. 
Congregations and presbyteries 
send short-term mission groups 
to every corner of the world. Some 
dive in easily, building on longtime 
connections with global partners 
and mission coworkers. Some jump 

in headfirst and realize they need 
help in building lasting partnerships 
to create long-term impact. Others 
long to be engaged in mission but 
don’t know where to begin. In each 
case, Presbyterian World Mission 
can help. World Mission connects US 
Presbyterians with global partners 
addressing the causes of poverty, 
striving for reconciliation in cultures 
of violence, and sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ. 

Increasing involvement
For congregations contemplating how 
to increase their mission involvement, 

Nancy and Shelvis Smith-Mather, right, greet partners in ministry in South Sudan, where they serve as 
mission coworkers working with RECONCILE, an indigenous ecumenical peacebuilding organization.
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here are some suggestions:
(1) Build a relationship with 

a global church partner and 
discover the power of partner-
ship. Invite World Mission to help 
you begin a relationship with a global 
church partner. To learn more, watch 
videos and download resources at 
pcusa.org/partnership-resources.

Explore how to find a good match 
for partnership. Visit pcusa.org/
missiontrips (select “Contacts for 
Mission Trips and Partnerships” 
in the left-hand navigation bar) to 
connect with more than 30 part-
nership facilitators, who will help 
connect your congregation with 
churches around the world.

Together with your partner, plan 
visits and short-term mission trips 
that will strengthen both communi-
ties. Listen, letting their wisdom 
guide your action. Create plans that 
are sustainable and partner-led and 
that address the causes of problems 
in their (and your) area. For best 
practices in planning and leading 
trips, visit pcusa.org/missiontrips.

(2) Empower your congrega-
tion’s mission committee. Take 
time to discern how your congrega-
tion is called in mission. Consider 
whether God calls you to hands-on 
service, partner training, or advocacy. 
Presbyterian World Mission has 
resources and staff available to 
assist you. Contact the Equipping 
for Mission Involvement office (emi@
pcusa.org) for resources or to connect 
with your regional church support 
associate.

Go “glocal”! Find ways to connect 
your local mission efforts to global 
involvement. Connect with mission 
coworkers and global partners to 
bridge your US efforts to interna-
tional campaigns. Contact a partner-
ship facilitator to help you. 

Consider whether your focus 
fits with the three campaigns that 
Presbyterian World Mission has 
identified to guide its work: ending 
violence against women and children, 
training leaders for community 

transformation, and educating  
1 million children by 2020. Learn 
more about the campaigns and how to 
get involved at pcusa.org/call-mission.

(3) Find ways to encourage 
individuals and families as they 
seek ways to serve in mission.

Pray for your friends and families 
as they seek to discern their call. 

Visit onedoor.pcusa.org to see 
position openings around the world.

Encourage young adults who are 
discerning a call to consider the 
Young Adult Volunteer program.

Support mission coworkers 
through praying, letter writing, and 
funding. Invite them to visit your 
congregation and share their stories. 
Find creative ways to stay in touch, 
using resources such as Skype, social 
networking, and webinars. Visit 
Mission Connections for ideas on 
connecting with mission coworkers: 
pcusa.org/missionconnections.

Serve as a mission advocate, con-
necting Presbyterians around the 
country in service to God. To learn 
how you can serve as a mission 
advocate, contact the Equipping for 
Mission Involvement office at emi@
pcusa.org.

Christine Coy Fohr is a consultant for 
mission leaders in the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency. Kathy Melvin is director of Mission 
Communications for the agency.

Young Adult Volunteers
After college, Jed Koball became a PC(USA) 
Young Adult Volunteer in the Philippines, 
an experience that helped him find his 
place in the church’s collective response 
to systemic oppression. Inspired by his 
YAV experience, he felt a call to long-term 
mission service, and in 2009 he arrived in 
Lima, Peru, as a newly appointed mission 
coworker. There he met his future wife, 
Jenny, who later became coordinator of 
the YAV site in Peru. She was officially 
appointed a mission coworker in 2014.

The YAV program is a one-year service 
opportunity for young adults 19 to 30 
years old. YAVs live in Christian community 
and serve areas of need throughout the 
United States and around the world. They 
are placed with community agencies or 
local congregations.

When Tina DeYoe served as a YAV in 
Guatemala, she received a visit from 
her father, Jeff DeYoe, a PC(USA) pastor. 
After the visit, he wrote to Hunter Farrell, 
director of World Mission. This is an 
excerpt:

Having observed Tina’s circum-
stances and after hearing the 
stories of other YAVs, I want to 
express to you how well our 
denomination is being served by 
these very gifted, faithful, and com-
mitted young people. 

It brings tears to my eyes just 
thinking about the kind of commit-
ment it takes to do what they are 
doing for a year! You simply cannot 
be prouder of your church than 
when you visit these young people 
in their mission surroundings and 
realize how much of a heart they 
have for this important work.

I believe that this is a clear example 
of truly living out the gospel in the 
way Christ has called us to, and I 
am humbled by the fact that my 
daughter grew up in two different 
Presbyterian congregations from 
which she learned this kind of com-
mitment to service in Christ.

MISSION

 » Presbyterian World Mission: 
pcusa.org/worldmission  
800-728-7228 x5415

 » Young Adult Volunteers:  
pcusa.org/yav  
800-728-7228 x5024

Donate
 » To Presbyterian World Mission: 

pcusa.org/give/E132192

 » To the Young Adult Volunteer 
program: pcusa.org/give/E049075

LEARN MORE & GIVE
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