
Out to the life and ministry of Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church (USA)

the weekly

Window December 16, 2018

Advent Events & Activities
Christmas Joy Concert 
Tonight at 6 p.m. 

Hudson’s annual 
Christmas Joy Concert 
is tonight! Celebrate 

this special season with all of 
Hudson’s music ensembles 
and church members.
   Our special guest this year 
is North Carolina hammered 
dulcimer player Mary Lynn 
van Deventer. A graduate 
from the celebrated Eastman 
School of Music, Mary Lynn 
was principal horn player 
with the Durham Symphony 
until she discovered a passion 
for the hammered dulcimer. 
Following extensive study 
with Ken Kolodner, one of 

the nation’s top hammered 
dulcimer players, Mary Lynn 
has become one of the most 
active hammered dulcimer 
teachers in the U.S. She 
has played at the National 
Cathedral, the Black Mountain 
Music Festival, the main stage 
at The Dulcimer FunFest 
(Evart, MI), the Watkins Glen 
Hammered Dulcimer Retreat 
(NY), and the Cabin Stage at 
Merlefest. It will be a treat for 
us to enjoy music of the season 
with this talented performer.  
   The Presbyterian Women 
will host a reception for all, 
following the concert. Please 

join us for this special evening 
of song, and bring some 
friends! Childcare is available 
for children ages two and 
under.

Mary Lynn van Deventer

Christmas Ornaments
Available Now
Hudson three dimensional brass ornaments are available. These miniature replicas of the 
sanctuary make beautiful Christmas tree ornaments and gifts. Ornaments are available through 
the church office at a cost of $15. 
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Advent Events & Activities
Order Poinsettias and Greenery
By Monday, December 17
The church Chancel Guild invites you to honor 
or remember a special person with a donation 
of $15 toward Advent preparations, including 
poinsettias and greenery. Return an information 
form (located on the flower calendar board 
outside of room #103) with your check to 
the office, or place it in the offering plate by 
Monday, December 17th. Designate ‘poinsettias’ on your 
check. 

Tend My Sheep Offering
December 23
In 2017, Hudson began our monthly Tend My 
Sheep collection on the fouth Sunday of every 
month. Each month we come together as a 
congregation to collect one pre-selected item to 
benefit a local group in need. When combined our 
individual contributions can make a huge impact! 
This month we will be collecting hats and gloves to benefit 
Raleigh Rescue Mission.

Sermon Series
The Biblical Songs of Advent – Music takes a central role this 
time of year. It speaks to many of our spiritual yearnings. On 
Sundays in December, Pastor Mac Schafer will be preaching 
on some of the biblical songs highlighted in this years advent 
lectionary scripture texts:

• December 23 – A Song of Joy (Zephaniah 3:14-20)
• December 24 – The Heavenly Hosts Singing (Luke 1:8-14)

   Take some time to prepare for worship by meditating on these 
biblical songs during your devotional time at home.

Spiritual Growth & Nurture
Walk of Hope
Thursday December 20th at 
6:30 p.m. 
Led by Susan and Tripp 
Bradshaw and Hope 
Parangi
There is a growing 
attentiveness to the needs 
of people who are “blue” at 
Christmas. Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church’s 
Labyrinth is a sacred space. 
Come join others who may be 
dealing with something heavy, 
accepting where we are, and 
holding out for healing and 
hope. A place to just “be” 
and feel the community 
of comfort as others walk 
quietly, reflecting and praying, 
laying down their burdens in 
the center of the labyrinth, 
walking out of the center 
towards hope and light. 
   This service of longing 
and hope comforts us in the 
midst of the often competing 
emotions of anticipation and 
heartache, joy and sorrow. 
Everyone who is seeking 
release from the burdens of 
this season, respite from the 
hectic pace, and relief from 
the sometimes overwhelming 
preparations for Christmas 
is invited to this labyrinth 
service which will be held on 
Thursday December 20th at 
6:30 p.m.  

Seeing the 
Word
Monday, December 17
Seeing the Word is a scripture 
study that utilizes images 
from the Saint John’s 
Illuminated Bible. The group 
will read Nehemiah 8:1-12 
and look at the illumination 
associated with it. Seeing 
the Word meets on the third 
Monday of the month at 
noon in Westminster Hall. 
For more information contact 
Mac Schafer at mschafer@
hmpc.org.

Women at the 
Well
Beginning in January
The weekly Women 
at the Well devotional 
group begins the 
winter semester on 
January 9th at 9:30 
in the Parlor. The 
monthly Women 
at the Well group 
begins Thursday, 
January 24th at 6 p.m. 
at Farina Italian in 
Lafayette Village. Both groups 
will use The Simple Faith 

of Mister Rogers: Spiritual 
Insights from the World’s 
Most Beloved Neighbor by 
Amy Hollingsworth as the 
basis of our discussions. If 

you would like the 
church to order a 
book your cost is $10 
payable at the first 
class. Sign up on the 
Spiritual Growth & 
Nurture bulletin board 
or e-mail Patty Shaver 
(pshaver@hmpc.org) 
by December 28th. 
For more information, 

contact Debbie Kirk at 
dkirk@hmpc.org.

Session
November 
Update

• Grace Hutchinson and 
Lee Corbett presented 
the plans and activities 
of the Children’s 
Ministry.

• Approved the 
recommendation 
from the Worship 
Team to remove the 
curtain hanging above 
the choir loft in the 
sanctuary and replace 
it with an appropriate 
background. 

• Elders Cary Dickerson 

and Carol Clemens 
reported on the 
proceedings of the 
stated meeting of 
the Presbytery of 
New Hope held on 
October 27. Presbytery 
approved Heather 
Brannon for candidacy 
toward ordination. 

• Elder Harry Bond 
reported expenses 
currently exceed 
revenue by $8,000. 
The budget projected 
revenue to exceed 
expenses by $6,000. 
Currently revenue 
is $9,000 below the 

budget and expenses 
are $5,000 over budget. 

• Approved the 
recommendation from 
the Mission team for 
the Tend My Sheep 
offerings for January, 
February, and March.

• Approved the 
recommendation from 
the Mission team to 
accept the offer from 
Aladdin’s Eatery to 
provide the church with 
a contribution of 10% 
of all receipts from the 
Eatery provided by 
Hudson. 

mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
mailto:mschafer@hmpc.org
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Mac’s Meanderings
Sanctuary 
Updates
Before I sat down to write 
this article I was working on 
a few things that needed to 
be set up for Sunday in the 
sanctuary. Joyce Hawkins, 
assistant preschool director, 
was giving a tour of the 
preschool to a young man 
who was interested in the 
church community, so they 
stopped in the sanctuary. As 
soon as the dad walked into 
the worship space, he said, 
“This sanctuary is beautiful!”  
   I agree with the father’s 
assessment. The new paint 
job, carpet, cushions, chancel 
cross backdrop, polished 
narthex floor, 100 worship 
chairs and laser projectors 
give our already beautiful 
sanctuary an updated and 
cared for look. Investment 
in the appearance of our 
sanctuary is one of the 
pieces that communicates 
“welcome” to new people 
who walk in for the first time 
to worship or visit. Special 
thanks to the congregation 
for making the contributions 
to give the sanctuary a 
more current appearance.
Your capital campaign 
contributions have not only 
provided these upgrades, 
they have allowed us to retire 

$126,000 debt on the Langley 
property we own. These gifts 
will help us more than double 
the HMPC Foundation and 
provide future accessibility to 
the sanctuary.  
   Since 2012, members and 
friends of this congregation 
have contributed more than 
$2 million dollars for vital 
capital expenses. In the same 
period of time just under $4.7 
million has been given to our 
annual operational budgets 
through pledges. Thanks 
be to God for this faithful 

generosity. May we continue 
to be open to God’s leading 
as we communicate the love 
of Christ through worship, 
education, mission, care and 
fellowship ministries.
   I write this with deep 
appreciation in a season of 
expectation and hope.

UPDATED SANCTUARY – Art is displayed on the sanctuary 
wall via the new laser projectors.
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Music
Noteworth Dates
The following are noteworthy dates for December and January, in music ministry at Hudson:

• Wednesdays, December 19 and 26 and January 2, 2019 No Rehearsals 
• Wednesday, January 9 – Wednesday rehearsals resume

The Gathering: Forming our Faith
Sunday Morning Learning Opportunities
All classes meet Sunday morning at 9:30. A thorough description of classes 
can be found on the website’s (www.hmpc.org) home page under “News 
and Events” and on the Gathering bulletin board in the main hallway.

December 23 & 30
• There will be no classes. Classes will resume on January 6th.

Mission
Mission Trip 
July 21-26
Hudson’s Mission Trip to 
Avery County to work on 
a Habitat for Humanity 
project and to once more 
visit Grandfather Children’s 
Home will be Sunday 
through Friday, July 21-
26. We will stay at Holston 
Camp. Give this missional 
effort serious thought and add 
the dates to your calendar. 
Further information will be 
forthcoming in early spring. 

Scouts
Boy Scouts Recruiting
Tuesdays
Boy Scouts of America 
Troop 376, is recruiting 
young men ages 11-17 to 
join the Scouting program. 
Scouting emphasizes duty 
to God and country, helping 
others, and self improvement 
by developing various 
skills, leadership, honesty, 
self-reliance, respect and 
personal fitness. Camping, 
hiking, water sports, and 

service projects are some of 
the monthly activities. 
   For information attend a 
scout meeting on Tuesdays 
7:30-8:30 p.m. at Hudson 
Memorial Presbyterian 
Church 4961 Six Forks Rd. 
in Geneva Hall (2nd floor) 
or contact Scoutmaster, Ray 
Kelling, at (919)782-5646, 
or Assistant Scoutmaster, 
Richard Rogers, at (919) 
510-4458.
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Youth
Youth Group News 
This Week
Youth Group Tonight – All youth are invited 
to attend the Christmas Joy Concert tonight at 6 
p.m. in the sanctuary. Please come and support 
the music program at Hudson, and all of the 
youth who are in the concert. Many of the youth 
and leaders will be in the balcony, so if you like, 
come on up!    

College Student Christmas Dessert Gathering 
All HMPC college age students and friends 
invited to join us  just after the Christmas Joy 
Concert (around 7:30ish) for an evening of 
reconnecting and fellowship. We will gather 
in Westminster Hall (near the stage) at the 
reception following the Christmas Joy concert, 
and then head to North Hills for dessert. If you 
are coming to the Christmas Joy Concert, feel 
free to “come on up to the balcony” and join 
many of the youth leaders, youth, and other 
college folk.  

Ski Trip Registration Deadline Extended 
to Today. Now is the time to sign up for the 
January 21st Ski Trip. Forms can be found on 
the church website, in the wall pockets outside 
of Frank Boyd’s office, and on the bookshelf just 
outside the high school Sunday school room. 
Friends are welcome as always; and parents too!  

Looking Ahead  
Listed below are upcoming Youth Programs 
Please mark your calendars and watch for 
details.    

• December 23 and 30 – No youth group, 
confirmation classes, or youth Sunday 
school.

• January 6 – Youth programs and Sunday 

school return to regular schedule.  
• Youth Sunday – February 24 
• Camp Willow Run, the High School 

Presbytery Retreat on Lake Gaston, is 
March 15-17. Mark your calendar and 
watch for details.  

• Pie, Lies, Burgers & Fries – March 3 
An afternoon of tall tales, good food, 
fellowship and fundraising.  

• Rock Climbing at Triangle Rock Club – 
April 21

• Hire-A-Youth Work Day – April 27 
• High School Lock-in – April 27th
• Confirmation Retreat at Camp Caraway  

April 26-28 
• Montreat Youth Conference – (for 8th 

graders and older) The Montreat Youth 
Conference for July 14-20, 2019 will fill 
up quickly, so if you want to avoid the wait 
list, please sign up ASAP.    

• The Mission Trip to Washington, DC 
(for 8th graders & older) is June 16-21, 
2019. This is a great way to accumulate 
18-20 community service hours. Space 
is limited, so the sooner you sign up, the 
better.  



Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church (USA)

4921 Six Forks Road, Raleigh, NC 27609 
919-787-1086  *  www.hmpc.org

Wednesday, December 19
No activities scheduled

Thursday, December 20
Amazing Grays Lunch (WH) 11:30 am

Friday, December 21
No activities scheduled

Saturday, December 22
No activities scheduled

Sunday, December 23
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confirmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship 
Fellowship 
Nursery Wing Closes

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
11:45 am

thisCalendar
Sunday, December 16
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confirmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship - Children’s Pageant 
Fellowship 
Nursery Wing Closes
Christmas Joy Concert (Sanctuary)
Christmas Joy Reception (WH)
College Dessert Outing

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
11:45 am
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Monday, December 17
Knit Wits, Too! (Shirley Blanks’ home)
Seeing the Word (WH)
Session (JK)
Al-Anon, Alateen, Alakid (GH)

10:00 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Tuesday, December 18
Waking Up With the Word (Library)
ROMEO’s (Bojangles Atlantic Ave.)
Hannah Circle (200)
Single Way (Carolina Ale House)
Fellowship (KH)
Boy Scout Troop #376 (GH)

6:30 am
7:45 am

12:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm


