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The Reverend Dr., Debbie Kirk is formally 
known as Associate Pastor for Spiritual Growth 
and Nurture. Most of us know her as Pastor 
Debbie or Debbie.  
   At Hudson, she advises many committees 
and fellowship groups. Many of us have been 
privileged to serve on the Diaconate with Debbie 
and were impressed by her empathy, kindness 
and compassion. Anyone who has served with 
her on various committees or attended book 
groups describes her as a faithful, steady, 
supportive, respectful and inclusive leader. She 
sparks meaningful discussions and helps deepen 
our faith. She always sets the best example, truly 
“walks the walk and talks the talk.” At the same 
time she is a dedicated leader who is organized, 
a planner who can be pragmatic and make tough 
decisions, always with kindness and respect for 
others.
   Debbie is someone we can go to in time of 
need or distress, or if we just need a laugh. She 
always has the right words to comfort us and 
help us move forward. Sometimes it’s just her 
listening and being present that soothes the soul.  
She will have a witty story to lift our spirits, if 
that is what we need.
   Debbie has been a partner with Presbyterian 
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Women on many levels – at coordinating team 
meetings, informal gatherings, outreach projects, 
women’s retreats at the beach (one of her 
favorite places) or in-town. She always has good 
ideas and insights. She has been nominated as 
“best retreat roomie ever.” Any woman who has 
been on retreat with Debbie understands what a 
great companion she is – fun, tells witty stories, 
imparts wonderful spiritual refl ections.
   Giving back to the community is an important 

(Continued on page 2)

LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD – Judie 
Greenawalt presents Debbie Kirk her Life 
Membership Award.
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part of Debbie’s faith journey. She has worked 
tirelessly with our Mission Committee on 
Habitat for Humanity and the community 
Interfaith Builds. She helped plan and coordinate 
the informative and moving “21st Century Peace 
and Reconciliation” Lenten series at Hudson, 
in memory and honor of Mike Bumgarner. She 
advises our Vacation Bible School Committee, 
Adult and Youth Christian Education 
Committees, and Fellowship Committee. You 
can always fi nd her at Fall Festivals, Easter Egg 
Hunts, and Fellowship special events.
   Debbie served on Presbytery committees and 
as Moderator of the Presbytery. She also served 
Hudson (and other churches) as acting head of 
staff  and has been an interim pastor. Debbie is 
a valued colleague in ministry at Hudson, and 
all the ministers in the Presbytery. She was a 
calm steady infl uence as our congregation was 
in transition until Mac Schafer was called to 
become our pastor and head of staff .  
   Debbie loves to travel. Her travels may be 
family beach trips, mountain retreats, and 
spiritual journeys while on sabbaticals, and 
vacations in the United States and Europe.  
   When you spend any time with Debbie, you 
appreciate her love of animals. We loved hearing 
about her dog Daisy and, now, the incorrigible 
and mischievous Gracie! Turf for the yard? Her 
care and concern for animals extends beyond the 
canine. When Debbie was doing an unoffi  cial 
internship at First Christian Church in Ocala, 
they held a “Jesus in the Marketplace” event 
one Sunday afternoon. All went well until a 
goat escaped. Debbie, of course, was quite 
concerned about this situation. As the story goes 
– supposedly that poor goat was never recovered 
and may still be wandering around Ocala in 

search of Debbie!
   Debbie has three younger brothers. Her 
brother, Richard said she always kept them in 
line. They call her their favorite sister, but she 
always tells them she is their only sister – and 
the oldest! When her fi rst nephew was born, 
Debbie was named “#1 Aunt” which still holds 
today!  
   Debbie is a life-long Presbyterian. Her parents 
set the example for Debbie and her brothers 
about service to the church and the community, 
and have always been supportive of her 
endeavors. She writes in “Wide Open Spaces” 
about growing up in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Ocala (FL), and how that “nurturing 
congregation shaped my call to professional 
ministry….”  She was ordained in that church, 
and has performed numerous family baptisms 
and weddings over the years there.  The 
entire family is proud of Debbie for going 
into Christian education and then becoming 
a minister. Debbie’s brother Richard was 
honored to be part of her installation at Hudson 
Memorial. He notes that most of the other 
participants were women, and “I thought of the 
young women in the congregation that day that 
were watching Debbie and her colleagues, and 
seeing that pursuing the ministry was a viable 
option for them.”
   Her mother, Mary (Biddie), is an Honorary 
Life Member and is excited that Debbie has 
received the same honor. Her late father, Jim, 
always introduced Debbie as his daughter, the 
minister.
   Mac Schafer said, “Debbie has spent 
much of her life dedicated to ministry in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). This is a fi tting 
and appropriate honor for the women of 
Hudson to bestow upon her.” 
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Summer Sunday Schedule

Worship 
Worship will begin at 10:30 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. Nursery for infants, toddlers, and 
twos will be available from 10:15-11:45 a.m. 
The nursery is located on the fi rst fl oor. 
 

Fellowship Time
We will meet after the worship service at 
11:45 a.m. for fellowship and refreshments in 
Westminster Hall.

Adult
The Adult Summer Series meets at 9:30 a.m. 
in Westminster Hall. A schedule is available 
on page four.

Children's Programs
Children’s Sunday school will be during 
worship, following the Children’s Message.
   The Guide to Summer Self-Care booklets 
for families are available at the sanctuary 

entrances and hallway tables. For more 
information about the Children’s Ministry, 
contact Lee Corbett at lcorbett@hmpc.org.  

Youth 
See what is happening with youth throughout 
the summer on page six. The youth Sunday 
program will kickoff  September 8th. For more 
information about the youth ministry contact 
Frank Boyd at fboyd@hmpc.org.

Fellowship Events
• Wednesday Simple Suppers will take 

place from 6–7 p.m. on June 12th, 26th; 
July 17th, 31st; August 14th and 28th.

• June 29th – Meet at “A Place at the Table” 
for breakfast between 9–9:30 a.m. and a 
movie at the IMAX Theratre at 11 a.m.

• July – Sunday in the Park Concert Series 
at Fletcher Park – 6 p.m. (date TBA). 

• August 18th – Movie in Westminster, 
doors open at 5:30, A Dog’s Journey 
starts at 6 p.m. 
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We all enjoy a change of pace in the summer! The Adult Summer Series coordinated by the Adult 
Committee encourages fellowship among members and friends and provides the opportunity to hear 
from a variety of individuals from our congregation and community on topics of interest. Join us on 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in Westminster Hall!

Faith Formation
Adult Summer Series

Fellowship
Simple Supper
June 12th
Join us in Westminster Hall 
for a mid-week meal anytime 
from 6–7 p.m. Come have 
a summer fresh and healthy 
meal and enjoy fellowship 
with each other. After 
dinner take time to walk the 
labyrinth, or take advantage 
of our “card” table and write 
that long over due note. Cost 
of dinner is $5 for adults and 
$3 for children under 12. 
Place your reservation by 
tomorrow, Monday, June 
10th by calling the church 
offi  ce at 919-787-1086.

Faith Formation
Guide for Self-Care 
Pick up a Guide to Summer 
Self-Care for Families on 
the Go by Jonas Ellison and 
published by SALT Project. 
The guide is divided into 
three sections: 

• Simple Ideas
• Medium Sized Ideas
•  Bigger Ideas. 

   
Choose the ideas that best fi t 
you, your family, and your 
schedule. May this guide 
provide some pathways to 
wholeness as Christ intends 
for us.

   The guides are available at 
the sanctuary entrances and 
on the tables in the fi rst fl oor 
hallway.

June 16   
Susan and Tripp Bradshaw 
will lead a discussion on 
a topic of interest after we 
watch a short episode of The 
Andy Griffi  th Show. Even 
though times have changed 
there are still timeless 
messages off ered by the good 
folks of Mayberry.

June 23   
Nick Billman will share his 
experience with a Presbyterian 
Campus Ministry sponsored 
trip for college students 
on a cultural and spiritual 
immersion to Cuba. 

June 30  
TBD

July 7 – Independence  Day 
Weekend
No Class

July 14  
John James and John 
Oldenburg will lead a 
discussion of a current issue 
following a video TED TALK.
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Travel
Walk The Camino de   
Santiago, May 2020 
Meeting rescheduled for June 30th
Are you interested in walking the Camino de 
Santiago in May of 2020? The Camino de 
Santiago is an ancient pilgrims path in Spain.  
Mac Schafer is organizing a trip to walk a 
section of the Camino de Santiago over a 
two week period. If you would like to learn 
more about the trip come to an organizational 
meeting on Sunday, June 30th following 
worship in the Parlor.

Missions 
Tend My Sheep
Sunday, June 30
Each month we come together as a 
congregation to collect one pre-selected item 
to benefi t a local group in 
need. When combined, our 
individual contributions can 
make a huge impact! This 
month we are collecting 
items for gift bags for residents at Capital 
Towers. 

Suggested items:
• Peel top fruit cups
• Jello or pudding cups
• Peanut butter sandwich crackers

   Join us Sunday, July 28th during The 
Gathering hour to pack these items. All ages 
are welcome and there will be cards for the 
children to decorate to include in the packages. 

Faith Formation
Seeing the Word   
at Springmoor
Thursday, June 13
Hudson has 
members and 
friends who live at 
Springmoor Life 
Care Retirement 
Center. Pastor 
Aleta Ash has 
begun a monthly 
study of passages 
and illuminations 
in the St. John’s 
Illuminated Bible. 
The study lasts 
45 minutes and concludes with the Lord’s 
Supper. The group meets at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Springmoor chapel. For more information 
contact Mac Schafer at mschafer@hmpc.org.

Membership
Inquirers Class
Sunday, June 23
The Inquirers Class for those interested in 
membership will be held following the worship 
service in the Karl Hudson Room (#100). The 
class covers what it means to be a Christian, 
a Presbyterian, and a member of Hudson 
Memorial. Childcare is available. Registration 
forms are available on the New Member 
Bulletin Board in the main hallway, or online at 
hmpc.org/visit-us/join-the-church. Registration 
deadline for the class and childcare is 
Wednesday, June 19th. 
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Youth
Youth Group 
News 
Fourth  Grade Youth  &  
Parent Email Info Needed 
The Explorers Sunday 
School Class (grades 5-7) 
and the Middle School 
Youth Group (grades 5-8) 
are extremely excited about 
the rising fi fth grade youth 
that will be moving into the 
church’s youth programs  in 
September. If you would like 
to receive weekly e-mails 
that are sent out with updated 
information on youth events 
and be added to the e-mail 
list, please e-mail Frank Boyd 
at hmpcyouthgroup@gmail.
com. The information that is 
needed is the youth’s name, 
school, and e-mail address, 
as well as parent name, 
telephone number, address, 
and e-mail address.   Thank 
you for helping us speed 
up communications and cut 
down on paper use. This 
information may also be sent 
to the church offi  ce, attention: 
Frank Boyd.  

Vacation Bible School is 
August 5-9 (9 a.m.–Noon).  
High school (rising 9th – 
graduated 12th grade) youth 
volunteers are needed. This 
is a great way to help out 

Music
Summer Sing
If singing is your gift, sing 
with the choir any Sunday 
morning this summer!

• Meet us in the choir 
room at 10 a.m. any 
Sunday morning

• No rehearsal, no robes!
• Great folks to sing with!

Summer Sing – Make a 
Joyful Noise!

WELCOME – Last Sunday 
the children loved the idea of 
the pineapple as a symbol of 
welcome and a reminder that 
Jesus wants us to welcome 
everyone!

Children’s 
Ministryand accumulate numerous 

community service hours. 
   For more information, 
contact Cary Dickerson at 
czeller220@gmail.com.

Youth Committee Members 
Needed for Next Year  
Contact Frank Boyd at 
hmpcyouthgroup@gmail.com 
or 919-787-1086 (ext #23) 
if you might be interested 
in serving on the Youth 
Committee. Adults and youth 
are needed to serve.        

Upcoming Youth Trips/
Events/Retreats
Flyers for many of these 
events are on the church 
website and in the wall 
pockets near Frank Boyd’s 
offi  ce.
 

• Mission Trip to 
Washington, D.C.,  
 June 16-21.   

• Massanetta Middle 
School Conference, 
June 25-28.   

• Montreat Youth 
Conference, July 14-20.  
For all 8th-12th graders. 

• Vacation Bible School  
August 5-9. High school 
youth volunteers are 
needed. 
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When Did You First 
Believe?
by Doug Goodale
Several times throughout our Christian lives 
we affi  rm, and witness others affi  rming, faith 
in God with a promise to raise their children 
according to the teachings of Jesus Christ. 
Joining the church, baptisms and ordinations 
are public statements of this commitment. 
Long before you truly understood what this 
declaration meant, you may recall hearing 
parents affi  rm their Christian beliefs. Family 
prayers, Sunday worship and Lent come to 
mind. Do you remember going to Sunday 
school as a child? How old were you? You 
learned the books of the Bible and heard 
memorable Biblical stories. 
   As one grows older, religious affi  rmations 
begin to hold a deeper meaning. I suggest our 
initial religious understanding spans a wide 
period of time. What notable story, Sunday 
school class or religious experience documents 
when you began to believe? 
   Noted theologian Dr. Bart Ehrman,  
Distinguished Professor at UNC, suggests the 
New Testament is “the most signifi cant book, 
or group of books, in the history of Western 
Civilization” dating back to the fi rst century. 
Yet, Dr. Ehrman claims, not until the end of the 
fourth century were all 27 books of the New 
Testament named.

Now to my foundation point: where do you 
place your beliefs on this religious continuum? 
Jesus was born during the reign of Caesar 
Augustus (Octavius). Some religious historians 
credit Constantine (4th century) as the fi rst 
Roman Christian emperor. Obviously we are in 
the 21st Century. Which components of your 
faith have greatest signifi cance and do they link 
back to the fi rst century?  
   Pastor Mac and Pastor Debbie provide an 
understanding of the teachings of Jesus through 
their Sunday sermon. But where do they fi t 
on one’s religious continuum? Which is the 
alpha and is there an omega? Each disciple was 
recently described one Sunday at a time. Did 
the order have specifi c intention? Apostles were 
highlighted and recently, Simon the Tanner 
received center focus. But I ask again, where 
does each fi t on your religious continuum? 
When did (do) our children begin to understand 
the affi  rmation given on their behalf at their 
baptism? I contend, the chronology is not the 
key but rather the understanding of Jesus’ 
teachings, from the beginning…at least in part. 
Amen!        

The Deacon’s Corner
What notable story, 
Sunday school class or 
religious experience 
documents when you 
began to believe? 

Flower Donations 
Secure a date to honor or remember someone with a fl oral arrangement 
soon. To sign up, or for more information, refer to the fl owers bulletin board 
outside room #103.
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Calendar
Wednesday, June 12
Children’s Committee (KH) 6:30 pm

Thursday, June 13
Children’s Hope Alliance (JK)   
Seeing the Word (Springmoor)
Children’s Hope Alliance (JK)
Mission Committee (KH)                  

10:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Friday, June 14
No activities scheduled

Saturday, June 15
No activities scheduled

Sunday, June 16
Summer Series
Nursery Wing Opens
Worship
Fellowship 
Nursery Wing Closes

9:30 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
11:45 am

Sunday, June 9
Adult Summer Series
Confi rmation Parent & Student Info 
     Session (200)
Nursery Wing Opens
Worship
Fellowship 
Nursery Wing Closes

9:30 am
9:30 am

10:15 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
11:45 am

Monday, June 10
Property (KH)
Al-Anon, Alateen, Alakid (GH)

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Tuesday, June 11
ROMEO’s (Bojangles Atlantic Ave.)
Hannah Circle Summer Lunch (220)
Foundation (KH)
Single Way (Winston’s)
HMP Board (Library)
Adult Ed (JK)
Boy Scout Troop #376 (GH)

7:45 am
11:30 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm 

thisthis

Preschool 
Community Garden
It is offi  cially summer time and Hudson Memorial Preschool is 
ready! We have geared up for summer sessions and are looking 
forward to busy and fun fi lled days. The preschool garden is in 
bloom with strawberries, snap peas and sprouting peppers. The 
garden has become an important part of our day; at drop off , 
friends are checking to see what has ripened overnight and after 
school there is a nice crowd hoping for a few fresh strawberries! 
Be sure to check out the Hudson Community Garden sign 
designed and created by Pastor Mac, Ms. Cyndi and our 
children. Lots of love and time has gone into the garden and we 
are thankful to all who have helped, including Steve Guy and 
Ellis Peterson.


