
Out to the life and ministry of Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church (USA)

the weekly

Window February 3, 2019

Women’s Ministry
Montreat Women’s Connection Conference
August 9–11
The Montreat Women’s Connection 
Conference is one of my favorite conferences 
for location, content and fellowship and I am 
excited to share with you about this year’s 
gathering August 9-11. The leadership is 
outstanding and  the opportunity to be in rich 
conversations with diverse women from all 
over the country, experience creative worship, 
and rest in the beauty of our North Carolina 
mountains is not to be missed. I invite you to 
read this information and see what you think 
(https://montreat.org/events/women)!
   If there are 8-10 women who are interested 
in attending as a group, are able to register 
ASAP and commit financially, I can try and 

secure a house for us to rent. Note that rates in 
the Comprehensive Package include housing 
and are conditionally refundable up to a 
certain point. Individual house rental will be 
nonrefundable; please let me know by the end 
of February if you are interested in this option. 
I will be staying in Assembly Inn or with a 
friend unless we have a group in a house.
   Contact me (dkirk@hmpc.org) if you have 
any questions or would like more information!
 
Grace and Peace,
Debbie Kirk

Church Business
Annual Meeting of the Congregation
February 10th following worship
The Session of Hudson Memorial has called 
for the Annual Meeting of the congregation to 
take place on Sunday, February 10th following 
worship. The purpose of the meeting is for 
the congregation to: Vote on the 2019 pastors’ 

terms of call, receive a report on the 2018 
financials and 2019 approved budget, receive 
a report on the 60th anniversary capital 
campaign and have the annual meeting of the 
corporation. All members are encouraged to 
attend.

https://montreat.org/events/women
mailto:dkirk@hmpc.org


Paul: A Biography by N.T. 
Wright – Wright is the former 
Bishop of Durham in the 
Church of England. He is chair 
of New Testament and Early 
Christianity at the School of 
Divinity at the University of 
St. Andrews. His biography on 
Paul pieces together years of 
scholarly work. It is a readable, chronological 
walk through the life of the apostle Paul.

Devotions: Selected Poems of Mary Oliver  
I just pulled this back off the shelf when I got 
news that Mary Oliver died 
recently. She is one of the most 
broadly appreciated poets I 
know of and her experience of 
life in nature speaks implicitly 
to the gifts of God. This book 
includes some of her best work 
from 1963 to 2015. How can 
you resist a poet who hides 
pencils in the woods in case a poem comes to 
mind on a walk!

   I hope one or two of these books pique your 
curiosity or sound relevant to your life. I’m sure 
you’ll hear me reflect on some of these authors’ 
insights in sermons, classes and conversations.

With Care,
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Mac’s Meanderings
Winter Reading
by Mac Schafer

The past few seasons I have shared with you some of the things I have been reading. 
This winter I am still in the middle of some of the books I previously shared in a fall 

edition of Mac’s Meanderings. However, I have added a few titles to my stack:

Dare to Lead: Brave Work. 
Tough Conversations. Whole 
Hearts. by Brené Brown – 
Brown gained notoriety with 
one of the most watched 
Ted Talks ever on the theme 
of shame. She is a furious 
researcher and this is her 
newest book on leadership.

Little Philosophers: Big Questions: Answers 
to Life’s Mysteries for Kids & Their Grownups 
This fun little book is filled with 
a variety of people (a biologist, 
a philosopher, a pastor, an 
astronomer, a Buddhist, etc. 
– you get the picture...) who 
take a crack at answering life’s 
biggest and most perplexing 
questions.

Leadership In Turbulent 
Times by Doris Kearns 
Goodwin – I heard Doris 
Kearns Goodwin being 
interviewed about this book on 
television. She is a historian 
and the book centers on the 
leadership of four presidents 
who served during difficult 
times for our nation. In the television interview 
she said empathy and humility are the key 
ingredients to leadership.
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Deacon Ministry
Congregational Workshop
Saturday, February 16
The Deacons invite members 
and friends to attend a 
congregational workshop 
Saturday, February 16th 
from 9 a.m. –12 p.m. in 
Westminster Hall. 
   We are excited to announce 
our speaker Dr. Rupert W. 
Nacoste, Ph.D., Alumni 
Distinguished Undergraduate 
Professor of Psychology 
at North Carolina State 
University and the author of 
Taking On Diversity: How 
We Can Move From Anxiety 
to Respect. 
  “Using student writing 
from his Interpersonal 
Relationships and Race 
course, Dr. Rupert Nacoste 
presents North Carolina 
State University students’ 
voices describing their new 
awareness and growing 
understanding of neo-

diversity. In their own words, 
NCSU students describe 
how they have experienced 
the anxiety of being in 
interaction with a person 
who is not like them in 
some way. These students 
then speak out about how 
their new understanding has 
changed them and make 
them want to accept the 
reality of neo-diversity.”   
   RSVP by signing up in 
the book on the table at the 
Cranbrook entrance.

Giving  
Ministry 
2019 Pledge 
Campaign 
Update
Sunday, November 11th was 
Commitment Sunday, the 
day members and friends 
commit their time, talent, and 
financial resources to Christ 
through the church. Currently 
we have 195 households 
that have pledged out of 289 
member households for a 
total of $705,000. We need 
$757,000 to meet the variety 
of ministry needs proposed 
for the 2019 budget. It is 
not too late to pledge. You 
can pick up a pledge form 
on the first floor hallway of 
the church or pledge on the 
church website at www.hmpc.
org. If you have already 
pledged, we thank you.

“Dr. Rupert Nacoste 
presents NCSU 
students’ voices 

describing their new 
awareness and growing 
understanding of neo-

diveristy.”

Special Offering
North Raleigh Ministries
Sunday, February 10
This Sunday we will be collecting funds for North Raleigh Ministries (NRM). NRM helps to 
provide food, BackPack Buddies, and rent and utilities assistance to those in need within our 
community. For more information go to www.northraleighministries.com.

http://www.northraleighministries.com
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The Gathering: Forming our Faith
Sunday Morning Learning Opportunities
All classes meet Sunday morning at 9:30. A thorough description of classes 
can be found on the website (www.hmpc.org) home page under “News and 
Events” and on the Gathering bulletin board in the main hallway.

February 10
• Room 200: Abundant Living: When 

Enough is Enough 1 – Facilitated by 
Laura McHenry and Debbie Kirk. Using 
the resources More Than Enough by Lee 
Hull Moses and The Life Changing Magic 
of Tidying Up by Marie Kendo, we will 
discuss how to de-clutter your stuff and 
nurture your spirit for the new year.

• Westminster Hall: Today’s Sermon 
Text and Theme – Led by Barry Cobb, 
John James, and Gil Graybill. This will 
be conversation on today’s sermon text 
and theme.

• Parlor: Women and Jesus 1 – Led by 
Ron Ash. Was Jesus’ attitude toward 
women different from those of the 
prevailing customs? This series will 
discuss some of the more important 
biblical interactions between Jesus and 
women from different stations in life.

• John Knox: Women of the Bible – Led 
by Nancy Law and Harriet Fletcher. The 
Bible study focuses on Women of the 
Bible, and how their lives inform and 
inspire our faith journeys.

February 17
• 200: Abundant Living:  When Enough 

is Enough 2 – Facilitated by Laura 
McHenry and Debbie Kirk. Using the 
resources More Than Enough by Lee Hull 
Moses and The Life Changing Magic 
of Tidying Up by Marie Kendo, we will 
discuss how to de-clutter your stuff and 
nurture your spirit for the new year.  

• Westminster Hall: Today’s Sermon Text 
and Theme – Led by Barry Cobb, John 
James, and Gil Graybill. This will be an 
engaging and informative conversation on 
today’s sermon text and theme.

• Parlor: Women and Jesus 2 – Led by 
Ron Ash. This series will discuss some of 
the more important biblical interactions 
between Jesus and women.

• John Knox: Women of the Bible – Led 
by Nancy Law and Harriet Fletcher. The 
Bible study focuses on Women of the 
Bible, and how their lives inform and 
inspire our faith journeys.

• Fire Pit: Spiritual Reflection Around 
the Fire Pit – Led by Rob Duggins and 
Tripp Bradshaw.

Flower Donations 
Secure a date to honor or remember someone with a floral 
arrangement. There are many dates available throughout the year. To 
sign up, or for more information, refer to the flowers bulletin board 
outside room #103.



Spiritual Growth & Nurture
Brown Bag Lunch

Monday, February 4
Pastor Mac will facilitate the discussion at Noon in 
Westminster Hall. Presently the group is looking at 
issues from the PCUSA General Assembly. Brown 
Bag meets on the first Monday of each month. 

All are welcome. Bring a bag lunch. Drinks will be 
provided.

Waking Up With the Word 
Tuesday, February 5
Men’s Morning Scripture Study – The 
group will meet in the Karl Hudson Room, 
at 6:30 a.m. Come join Pastor Mac and other 
men to do a simple reflection on a passage 
from the Bible before heading off to work! 
Mac will use three simple questions to frame 
the study. No preparation is needed, just show up, pour a cup 
of coffee and we’ll share our thoughts on the scripture passage. 
This is a great way to get to know other men of the church and 
deepen your faith.  

Bonhoeffer Babes
Tuesday, February 5
The Bonhoeffer Babes will meet Tuesday, 
February 5th at 7 p.m. at The Crafty Beer 
Shop at Lafayette Village (8450 Honeycutt 
Road). We will finish discussing Return of 
the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming by Henri Nouwen 
(read Part III and Conclusion). We welcome women of all ages 
who love books and informal conversation to come read with 
us! For more information, contact Kelly Boone at boonekr@
gmail.com. 

Welcome 
Team

Lanyards For 
Name Badges
The Welcome Team has 
purchased 100 blue lanyards 
for friends and members 
to use to clip their name 
badges to if they would like 
to use them. The lanyards are 
hanging off the narthex at the 
Cranbrook entrance and on 
the first floor hallway next to 
peoples name badges.

LANYARD – Sandy Geiger 
attached her nametag to 
a lanyand provided by the 
Welcome Team.

5

mailto:boonekr@gmail.com. 
mailto:boonekr@gmail.com. 


6

Worship & the Arts

Message for 
Children: A 
Special Part of 
Worship
March–August
We appreciate all the 
wonderful volunteers who 
serve on our “message for 
children” rotation during the 
worship service each Sunday!

   Who are these folks? You 
may have noticed members 
of all ages and stages enjoy 
sharing with our children 
at this special part of the 
service. This is a time when 
we highlight a scripture for 
the day and/or theme of the 
service in ways that help 
children better appreciate the 
experience of worship. The 
brief messages emphasize 
one or two ideas that children 
can grasp at their own level 

and help them engage more 
fully in worship. Our team 
does a great job and has a 
wonderful time doing it! 
   We welcome others who 
would like to join us! If 
you would like to consider 
being a message for children 
volunteer please contact 
Debbie Kirk at dkirk@hmpc.
org or 919-787-1086. The 
next rotation begins in March 
and we have guidance and 
suggestions available. 

CHILDREN’S TIME – Lee Corbett gives the Children’s Message during worship last December.  

Preschool
If you have any questions or would like to visit the preschool please contact 
Dorothy Roche at droche@hmpc.org or call 919-787-1792. 

mailto:dkirk@hmpc.org 
mailto:dkirk@hmpc.org 
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Youth
Youth Group News 
Tonight
There will be no evening youth group meetings tonight so that 
people can enjoy the Super Bowl with their friends and family.    

February 10 
The middle school youth program for next Sunday night is 
Youth Sunday Sundae, where we go over the basics of greeting 
and ushering for Youth Sunday, and celebrate with “make your 
own Sundae.”  

The high school youth program for next Sunday is Fine Tuning 
Youth Sunday, with an Ice Cream Chaser!   

March 3
Pies, Lies, Burgers (hotdogs) & Fries
The youth fund-raiser this year is on Sunday, March 3rd, 
immediately following worship in the Fellowship Hall. Join 
us for some tall tales, fabulous food, some marvelous MCs 
and maybe some melismatic music! To help us with our food 
planning, please RSVP either by signing up on the church 
website (https://www.hmpc.org/way-off-broadway-variety-
show), calling the church office (919-787-1086), signing up 
on the neon clipboard on the Karl Hudson Room Counter, or 
e-mailing Frank Boyd at hmpcyouthgroup@gmail.com. Also,  
if you would like to make and/or bring  a pie, please let Frank 
Boyd know as well.  

Upcoming Youth Events
Please sign up as soon as you are able. Flyers are on the church 
website and also in the wall pockets near Frank Boyd’s office. 

• Faith and Sexuality Retreat (8th & 9th Graders)   
March 1-2. 

• Camp Willow Run  High School Retreat at Lake 
Gaston – March 15-17. 

New  
Members

Welcome
Davis & Jerillyn Jennings. 
Davis Jennings is from Kings 
Mountain, NC. He enjoys 
golfing and college football 
and basketball.
   Jerillyn Jennings is from 
Charlotte, NC. She enjoys 
reading, solving crossword 
puzzles, traveling and Tar 
Heels basketball.
   The Jennings have one son 
and an English Sheepdog.

https://www.hmpc.org/way-off-broadway-variety-show
https://www.hmpc.org/way-off-broadway-variety-show
mailto:hmpcyouthgroup@gmail.com


Thursday, February 7
No activities scheduled

Friday, February 8
No activities scheduled

Saturday, February 9
No activities scheduled

Sunday, February 10
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confirmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Youth Committee (Library)
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship 
Annual Meeting
Nursery Wing Closes
Fellowship
Girl Scout Troop 921 (JK)
Middle School Youth Fellowship
High School Youth Fellowship

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
9:30 am

10:30 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
4:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

this
Calendar
Sunday, February 3
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confirmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship 
Fellowship
Discover Hudson (Parlor)
Nursery Wing Closes

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:45 am

Monday, February 4
Brown Bag Lunch (WH)
Personnel (KH)
PW Coordinating Team (JK)
Al-Anon, Alateen, Alakid (GH)

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Tuesday, February 5
Waking Up With the Word (KH)
ROMEO’s (Bojangles Atlantic Ave.)
Single Way (Bahama Breeze)
Bonhoeffer Babes (Crafty Beer Shop)
Boy Scout Troop #376 (GH)

6:45 am
7:45 am
1:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Wednesday, February 6
Women at the Well (Parlor)
Hudson Handbells (Sanctuary)
Chancel Choir (Sanctuary)

9:30 am
6:15 pm
7:30 pm

Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church (USA) 4921 Six 
Forks Rd., Raleigh, NC  27609

 919-787-1086
www.hmpc.org


