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Advent Events & Activities
Children’s 
Christmas 
Pageant
December 9

Children ages three and 
up are encouraged 
to participate in the 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
during the 10:30 morning 
worship service.  

• Preschoolers (ages 
3-4): bring your 
preschooler to be one 
of our cherubs at 9:30 
December 9th and we 
will dress them for the 
pageant at 10:30. Meet 
in Geneva Hall for 
costuming. 

• Grades K-5: Come to 
our rehearsal December 
8th from 10-11:30 a.m. 

in the sanctuary if you 
wish to have a special 
part. If you wish to be a 
shepherd or animal you 
can come December 9th 
at 9:30 for costuming.

• 5th graders: You are 
welcome to join us this 
year for special roles 

and to sing! Join us for 
the rehearsal December 
8th from 10-11:30. 

   Parents who can help with 
this pageant on December 
8th and/or 9th, e-mail Gina 
Hayek at ghayek@hmpc.org. 

See Advent Events & Activities on pages 2 and 3 for more information.



Christmas Joy Offering
Sunday, December 9
The Christmas Joy Special Off ering will be received during 
the morning worship service on December 9th. A gift to the 
Christmas Joy Off ering helps provide fi nancial assistance to 
current and former church workers and their families and also 
enables students to attend Presbyterian colleges and schools. 
Students are educated for the professions of their choice in an 
environmnent which supports and nurtures racial and ethnic 
heritage.

Christmas Joy Concert 
Sunday, December 16, 6 p.m. 
Hudson’s annual Christmas Joy Concert 
is less than a month away! Celebrate 
this special season with all of Hudson’s 
wonderful music ensembles and 
talented church members.
   Our special guest this year is 
North Carolina hammered dulcimer 
player Mary Lynn Van Deventer.  
With a graduate degree from the 
celebrated Eastman School of 
Music, Mary Lynn was principal 
horn player with the Durham 
Symphony until she discovered 
a passion for the hammered 
dulcimer. Following extensive study with Ken Kolodner, one 
of the nation’s top hammered dulcimer players, Mary Lynn has 
become one of the most active hammered dulcimer teachers in 
the U.S. She has played at the National Cathedral, the Black 
Mountain Music Festival, the main stage at The Dulcimer 
FunFest (Evart, MI), the Watkins Glen Hammered Dulcimer 
Retreat (NY), and the Cabin Stage at Merlefest. It will be a treat 
for us to enjoy music of the season with this talented performer.  
   The Presbyterian Women will host a reception for all, 
following the concert. Please join us for this special evening of 
song, and bring some friends!
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Advent Events & Activities
Christmas 
Ornaments
Available Now
Hudson three dimensional 
brass ornaments are 
available. These  miniature 
replicas of the HMPC 
sanctuary make beautiful 
Christmas tree ornaments 
and gifts. Ornaments are 
available through the church 
offi  ce at a cost of $15.

Advent 
Devotionals 
Available Now
The Advent Devotional 
produced by Presbyterians 
Today is available to everyone 
this Advent season. God 
Lifts the Lowly: An Advent 
Devotional Based on Mary’s 
Song of Praise by Donna 
Frischknecht Jackson and 
Krin Van Tatenhove, includes 
scripture, refl ection, and 
questions for your faith 
journey, and a prayer. The 
Advent Devotional contains 
art by Andrew Weatherly, who 
has Down Syndrome, and has 
found his voice through art. 
Devotionals are located at the 
entrances to the sanctuary and 
in the hallway outside of the 
Karl Hudson room (#100).
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2019 Flower 
Donations 

Secure a date to honor or 
remember someone with 
a fl oral arrangement for 
Sunday worship service. 
To sign up, or for more 
information, refer to the 
fl owers bulletin board 
outside room #103.

Order Poinsettias and Greenery
By Monday, December 17
The church Chancel Guild invites you to honor 
or remember a special person with a donation 
of $15 toward Advent preparations, including 
poinsettias and greenery. Return an information 
form (located on the fl ower calendar board 
outside of room #103) with your check to 
the offi  ce, or place it in the off ering plate by 
Monday, December 17th. Designate ‘poinsettias’ on your 
check. 

Tend My Sheep Offering
December 23
In 2017, Hudson began our monthly Tend My 
Sheep collection on the 4th Sunday of every 
month. Each month we come together as a 
congregation to collect one pre-selected item to 
benefi t a local group in need. When combined 
together, our individual contributions can make a 
huge impact! This month we will be collecting hats and gloves 
to benefi t Raleigh Rescue Mission.

Sermon Series
The Biblical Songs of Advent – Music takes a central this 
time of year. It speaks to many of our spiritual yearnings. On 
Sundays in December, Pastor Mac Schafer will be preaching 
on some of the biblical songs highlighted in this years advent 
lectionary scripture texts:

• December 9th – Zechariah’s Voice (Luke 1:68-79)
• December 16th – A Song of Joy (Zephaniah 3:14-20)
• December 23rd – Mary’s Song (Luke 1:47-55)

   Take some time to prepare for worship by meditating on these 
biblical songs during your devotional time at home.

Advent Events & Activities
Christmas 
Eve Worship 
Services
Monday, December 24
• 5 p.m. Family 

Candlelight Service 
– Childcare will be 
available for infants, 
toddlers, and twos.

• 9 p.m. Candlelight & 
Communion Service 
No childcare will be 
available. Worshipers will 
be available to take family 
photos using worshipers’ 
cameras following the 
services.
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The Gathering: Forming our Faith
Sunday Morning Learning Opportunities
All classes meet Sunday morning at 9:30. A thorough description of classes 
can be found on the website’s (www.hmpc.org) home page under “News 
and Events” and on the Gathering bulletin board in the main hallway.

December 9
• Westminster Hall Kitchen – Holiday 

Cookie Workshop, led by Melinda 
Dickinson, Susan Bradshaw, Jamie 
Julian, Jill Priester, and Trish 
Richardson. Come to Westminster Hall 
for a jolly time of baking, decorating, and 
packaging up cookies to take to those with 
mobility issues who can’t get to church, 
and to residents at area retirement homes. 
Smells are free and taste testing is a must! 

• Library – Off  The Cutting Room Floor: 
Great Scripture Nuggets That Didn’t 
Make It Into the Sermon, led by Mac 
Schafer. Today we will consider the parts 
of the scripture text that didn’t make it 
into the sermon but are none-the-less fi lled 
with relevance for our faith journey.

• John Knox Room – Women of the 
Bible, led by Nancy Law and Harriet 
Fletcher. The study looks at women in 
the biblical world and explores how their 
stories illumine contemporary life and 
faith.

December 16
• Library – Off  The Cutting Room 

Floor: Great Scripture Nuggets That 
Didn’t Make It Into the Sermon, led by 
Mac Schafer. Today we will consider the 
parts of the scripture text that didn’t make 
it into the sermon but are none-the-less 
fi lled with relevance for our faith journey.

• Parlor – Christmas Memories, led 
by Ron Ash. Bring a favorite book, 
poem, Scripture, photo, or personal story 
of your Christmas past. Everyone is 
welcome.

• John Knox Room – Women 
of the Bible, led by Nancy 
Law and Harriet Fletcher.                                                        
The study looks at women in the biblical 
world and explores how their stories 
illumine contemporary life and faith.

December 23 & 30
• There will be no class. Classes will 

resume on January 6th.

Social Media 
Hudson Memorial is on Twitter (Hudson Memorial PC), Instagram 
(hudsonmemorialpc), and facebook (HudsonMPC). Our Twitter & 
Instagram accounts have daily quotes, poetry, prayer or scripture. Follow us 
and like us!



Spiritual Growth & Nurture
Waking Up With the Word 
Tuesday, December 7
Men’s Morning Scripture Study – The group will meet in the 
Parlor, at 6:30 a.m. Come join Pastor Mac and other men to do 
a simple refl ection on a passage from the Bible before heading 
off  to work! Mac will use three simple questions to frame the 
study. No preparation is needed, just show up, pour a cup of 
coff ee, and we’ll share our thoughts on the scripture passage. 
This is a great way to get to know other men of the church 
and deepen your faith. Waking Up With the Word t-shirts are 
available!

Bonhoeffer Babes
Tuesday, December 7
Bonhoeff er Babes will meet at 7 p.m. at The Crafty Beer Shop 
at Lafayette Village (8450 Honeycutt Road). We will begin 
discussing Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming 
by Henri Nouwen (read Prologue, Introduction, and Chapters 
1 through 3). Contact Kelly Boone (boonekr@gmail.com) for 
more information. We welcome women of all ages who love 
books and informal conversation to come read with us!

Women at the Well
The weekly Women at the Well devotional 
group begins the winter semester on January 
9th at 9:30 in the Parlor. The monthly Women 
at the Well group begins Thursday January 
24th at 6 p.m. at Farina Italian in  Lafayette 
Village. Both groups will use The Simple 
Faith of Mister Rogers: Spiritual Insights 
from the World’s Most Beloved Neighbor 
by Amy Hollingsworth as the basis of our 
discussions. If you would like the church to order a book your 
cost is $10 payable at the fi rst class. Sign up on the Spiritual 
Growth & Nurture bulletin board or e-mail Patty Shaver 
(pshaver@hmpc.org) by December 28th. For more information, 
contact Debbie Kirk at dkirk@hmpc.org.
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Giving  
Ministry 

2019 Pledge 
Campaign 
Update
Sunday, November 11th was 
Commitment Sunday, the 
day members and friends 
commit their time, talent, and 
fi nancial resources to Christ 
through the church. Currently 
we have 155 households 
that have pledged out of 289 
member households for a 
total of $574,242.16. We need 
$757,000 to meet the variety 
of ministry needs proposed 
for the 2019 budget.  It is 
not too late to pledge.  You 
can pick up a pledge form 
on the fi rst fl oor hallway of 
the church or pledge on the 
church website at www.hmpc.
org. If you have already 
pledged, we thank you.
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Youth
Youth Group News 
December 2     

• The Middle School Youth Group for today is “The Hanging of the Greens” immediately 
following the worship service. The middle school youth we will be helping the children 
with their advent craft project in Westminster Hall, so be sure and wear “art safe” clothes 
to church. We will gather in Westminster Hall after worship, eat lunch, and then help 
out. Parent pick-up is at 1:00 p.m. Parents are also welcome to stay and participate in the 
Hanging of the Greens and lunch.   

• The High School Youth Program for today is Garden Planting at the North Hills 
Transitional Home for Children. We will gather at the church vans near Westminster Hall 
at 3 p.m., head out to the garden, and be back to the church by 5 p.m. for parent pick-up. 
This is a great way to get two hours of community service, and help our neighbors. Please 
wear “work clothes,” dress warmly, and bring gloves and a water bottle. Watch e-mail for 
detals. 

• Youth Groups Looking Ahead – Now is the time to sign up for the January 21 Ski Trip. 
Please sign up ASAP and NO LATER THAN December 9th. Forms can be found on the 
church website, in the wall pockets outside of Frank Boyd’s offi  ce, and on the bookshelf just 
outside the high school Sunday school room. Friends welcome as always, and parents too! 

 
December 9

• Middle School Youth Group Christmas Party. Please join us for a wonderful meal, white 
elephant gift exchange, and yummy desserts. We will meet from 5 until 6:15 p.m. at the 
home of Shawn, Morgan, Colt, and Emsley Jackson. Cooks are needed, so if you would like 
to provide lasagna, dessert, or salad or bread, let Frank Boyd know. Watch your e-mail for 
details.  

• High School Christmas Party at the Krause House Sunday evening, from 6:30 until 8 
p.m. We are also doing “Socks and Undie Sunday” again this year, so snag some of them 
if possible. Contact Frank Boyd ASAP if you would be willing to bring lasagna, dessert, or 
salad or bread. Watch your e-mail for details.  

Inclement Weather
In case of inclement weather, the church will notify the local ABC (WTVD) and 
NBC (WRAL) television stations if church will be delayed or cancelled. Check 
the closings before venturing out in bad weather. We will do our best to have 
the sidewalks and steps cleared, but there is no guarantee that there will not be 
slippery spots. It is also possible that there will not be child care on Sunday morning.
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Welcoming Committee
New Greeters Welcome!

Community
The Future of 
Midtown-St. 
Albans
The City of Raleigh needs 
your help in planning the 
future of the Midtown area. 
They are holding two events 
this month. They will talk 
about what’s happening 
in terms of development, 
transportation, and other 
issues, and look for input on 
which issues are the biggest 
priorities. Please consider 
attending one of these 
meetings.

• Monday, December 
3rd, 6–7:30 p.m. at Five 
Points Center for Active 
Adults, 2000 Noble 
Road

• Wednesday, December 
5th, 6–7:30 p.m. in 
Westminster Hall at 
Hudson Memorial

Fellowship
ROMEOS
Tuesday, December 4
The ROMEO’S (Retired Old Men Eating Out) are seeking 
retired gentlemen to join them for breakfast, casual 
conversation and camaraderie at Bojangles (Atlantic Ave.) 
every Tuesday at 7:45 a.m. If you would like to join them, or 
would like more  information, call Devohn Rhame at 919-847-
0923.

Would you like a chance 
to connect with others 
at Hudson and extend a 
welcoming hand? Have you 
been looking for a way to 
help but are unsure how? 
Join our wonderful team of 
Sunday Greeters. Welcoming 
and connecting with visitors 
and members alike on a 
Sunday morning is such an 
important way to share God’s 

inclusive love with others 
and does not require much 
time commitment on your 
part, just two consecutive 
Sundays, twice a year. If this 
is something you would be 
interested in, contact Denise 
Crosson by December 7th at 
dmc27612@yahoo.com  or 
(919)624-7199 so that we can 
add you to the schedule for 
the upcoming year.

Mission
2019 Mission Trip 
Save the Date
Hudson’s 2019 Mission Trip to Avery County to work on 
a Habitat for Humanity and to once more visit Grandfather 
Children’s Home will be Sunday through Friday, July 21-26. 
We will stay at Holston Camp. Please give joining in this 
missional eff ort serious thought and add the dates to your 
calendar. Further information will be forthcoming in early 
spring of next year. 

Single Way 
Tuesday, December 4
Join this group of never-
married, widowed, or 
divorced adults at the 
Hibernian at 1 p.m. Contact 
Val Jones (919-878-0098) for 
more information.



Hudson Memorial 
Presbyterian Church (USA)

4921 Six Forks Road, Raleigh, NC 27609 
919-787-1086  *  www.hmpc.org

Thursday, December 6
Amazing Grays Lunch (Olive Garden) 11:00 am

Friday, December 7
No activities scheduled

Saturday, December 8
Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
  (Sanctuary)

9:30 am

Sunday, December 9
Nursery Wing Opens
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confi rmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship - Children’s Pageant 
Fellowship 
Nursery Wing Closes
Luke Bentlage Eagle Scout Court of 
  Honor (WH)
Girl Scout Troop 921 (JK)
MS Fellowship Christmas Party 
   (Jackson home)
HS Fellowship Christmas Party 
   (Krause home)

9:15 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
11:45 am
3:00 pm

4:30 pm
5:00 pm

6:30 pm

thisthis
Calendar
Sunday, December 2
Pre-Elementary Extended Care (218)
Elementary Joyful Noise (GH)
Explorers/Confi rmation/HS Sunday    
  School (227/234/236)
The Gathering
Children’s Education (Children’s Wing)
Worship - Hanging of the Greens 
Fellowship & Lunch 
Nursery Wing Closes
MS Youth Decorating (WH)
Nursery Wing Closes
HS Fellowship Gardening Project

 9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
11:45 am
12:00 pm
1:30 pm
3:00 pm

Monday, December 3
Personnel (KH)
PW Coordinating Team (JK)
Al-Anon, Alateen, Alakid (GH)

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Tuesday, December 4
Waking Up With the Word (Parlor)
ROMEO’s (Bojangles Atlantic Ave.)
All Staff Meeting (KH)
Single Way (Hibernean)
Capernaum Young Life (WH)
Bonhoeffer Babes (Crafty Beer Shop)
Boy Scout Troop #376 (GH)

6:30 am
7:45 am
9:30 am
1:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Wednesday, December 5
Hudson Handbells (Sanctuary)
Preschool Polar Express Event (WH)
Midtown-St. Albans Plan Meeting (WH)
Hudson Handbells (Sanctuary)
Chancel Choir (Sanctuary)

6:15 pm
7:00 am
6:00 pm
6:15 pm
7:30 pm


